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cmtenU answered in the slightest degree to their 
titles, would perhaps, rendered the first part 

of ours somewhat superfluous; but our friends—for 
who has not some kind friends on such an occasion 
—assure us that they might, with equal justice, be 
applied to those interesting narratives of “Tom 
Thumb” and “Jack the Giant-Killer;” and unless 
informed from some other source,, our worthy 
compatriotes may imagine that Gotha is the land 
of the Goths and Vandals,—some remote and 
barbarous district, inhabited by half-civilized crea- 
tures. At all events we must avow that some of 
our otherwise not unlearned friends looked exceed¬ 
ingly “ wise ” and thoughtful at mention of Gotha, 
its beautiful situation, brilliant court, and learned 
men, and showed other evident symptoms of com¬ 
plete ignorance of the existence of such capital, 
not very flattering to a Ducal Family whose exist¬ 
ence among the recorded of Earth’s Potentates 
dates a thousand years, or to a people who number 
one hundred thousand souls numerically, and out¬ 
number one million intellectually. But so it is! 
and they must be consoled by the reflection, that 
“ stars unseen shine no less bright.” Even Thurin¬ 
gia, with all its romantic scenery, and interesting 

a 2 



VI 


A LITTLE TWADDLE 


specimens of the true old German character, is little 
known, and but indefinitely fixed in the minds of 
many; and although its claims to geographical 
eanstence might be established by reference to the 
learned BaM, still there are a hundred amusing 
and not uninstructive things which the illustrious 
Geographer himself ignores, and which have equally 
escaped the thousand and one German Tourists, or, 
rather, English Tourists in Germany, who, in their 
consecutive routes and tautological Journals, seem 
to strenuously rival the Persian habits of the duck 
generation, who waddle so stately one after the 
other in the most admirable order, and quack with 
delight on reaching home, and who, no doubt, 
would humanly quack in printed octavo, were they 
not better engaged in digesting duckweed. 

Now we have been a little of the wild duck, 
and gone somewhat out of the beaten track, and 
thus collected a little novel matter, which, if it do 
not, perhaps, show how to pay the National Debt, 
or to secure Purity of Elections, may while away 
an hour or two, though we make no promises, since 
preiaces are proverbially likened unto youthful 
years, full of promise rarely fulfilled; nor do we 
flatter ourselves, as did one credulous John Philips, 
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who, some hundred years ago, wrote the Life of 
Ernest the Pioiiis, for the jtermal of the royal isme, 
for the use of piety among aU Christians, but especially 
among the great, that our biographical notices will 
be perused by royal infants, or make the great 
folks more virtuous, although ours, as the vendors 
of dying speeches declare, is the only full, true, and 
particular account of His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert’s Ancestors and Country. The unedited 
letters of Frederick the Great, Voltaire, Charles 
XH., Duke Augustus (the Prince’s maternal grand- 
father), must alone be sufficiently interesting to 
prevent the cheesemonger or trunk-maker running 
away with the first part; and as for the second, 
why, if it be flat it is not stale, and the first fault is 
sufficiently expiated by the certainty of its being to 
us unprofltahle, and in more ways than one. For 
example, had wo not premeditated giving forth this 
our opuscule to the w'orld, we should not have been 
six months at Gotha,— sir fatal months, —destructive 
of our future peace; for we were made so much of, 
so courteously, indeed, so kindly treated, ever dining 
with the Duke, (not Duke Humphrey, like other 
poor scribblers!) dancing at the Duchess’s, at the 
Chasse one day, at a Soiree _ dansante another. 
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playing at Faro with reigning Princes, and saying 
soft things to ladies in waiting,—that we became 
confirmed in the idea that we were born for a court, 
and never doubted an instant but that we must 
inevitably become a groom of the bedchamber, or 
other such functionary, on our return to England. 

Weeks wore away, and no symptoms of such 
dreams being realized, we now are in a state 
resembling Abon Ilassan, who ])layed the Sultan 
for two days to admiration, but could no longer 
return to his trade of water-carrier. But we must 
commence a suit in ccpiity against Ilis Serene 
Highness of Saxe Gotha, for turning cmr brains, 
and destroying our future peace and })rosperity, at 
his castle of delights in Thuringia, and compel him 
to restore us to our natural element, the court, for 
which we sigh, nay, gasp, like a stranded fish for 
the briny sea; take pity on our misfortunes and 
ill-starr’d destiny, and reflect, that our book has 
been written to eke out the time, until we assume 
our duties at the court of—never mind where, in— 
Spain, if you please: o?i peut toujours hatir den 
chateaux en Espayne. 

And now, gentlest of readers, we leave you to 
our E "tracts, which, if not elegant enough, may be 
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passed over, since they are no link in the chapter 
of accidents, s»nd the Biographical Notices may 
absorb your mind; but should they prove an 
unwished opiate, why, cut them, and go off to 
Thuringia; and if this prove too dry, why, Tausend 
Sappermeut, shut the book, and—don’t apply a 
naughty word to the writer, but remember that he 
is ready to abjure all claims, rights, and privileges, 
to publisli dull books for the future, provided he 
receive his post of Equerry, or such ilk, at the 
court—of our Sovereign Lady, &c. 




West Stranu, April, 1842. 


NEW WOKKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 

PllINTED'FOR 

JOHN W. PARKER, LONDON. 


Nearly Ready. 

LIFE and CORRESPONDENCE of 

The Late SIJl ASTLEY PASTON COOPER, Bart.; 

From Documents bequeathed by him for the imiqmse. 

By BUANSBY' B. COOPER, Es(i., F.U.S. 


/«the Press. 

THE LIFE OF ISAAC MILNER, D.D., F.R.S., 

Dkan 01' Carlisle, 

Comprising his Corrospondence with many of the leading men of bis day, 
and other Writings hitherto unpnldishcd. 

By Mrs, MILNER. 


Nearly Ready. 

THE AVAR IN SYRIA. 

By SIR CHARLES NAPIER, M.P., K.C.B. 

Two Volumes, Post Ochivo. 


In the Press. 


TRAVELS AND RESEARCHES IN 
ASIA MINOR, MESOPOTAMIA, CHALDEA, 
AND ARMENIA; 

By WILLIAM FRANCIS AINSWORTH, F.G.S., F.R.G.S., 

In charge of the Expedition sent by tlie 

Royal Geographical Society, and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
to tlie Christian Tribes in Chaldea. 


Nearly Ready. 

rambles and researches in thorinovan 

SAXONY, 

Comprising Visits to tho Courts of Gotha and Weimar; Memoirs and 
Lrrespondcnco of tho Ducal Families of Saxo Gotha; with 
Sketches of Manners and Customs in Thuringia; and 
Specimens of the Legends of the Forest. 
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THE CIVIL HISTORY OF THE JEWS, 

From Joshua to Adrian; with Incidental Notices of Manners and Customs, 
Geoj^raphy and Antiqiiities. 

By the Rev. O. COCKAYNE, M.A., of Kitig's College, Lmtdon. 4s. 6J. 


BIBLE NARRATIVE 

Clironologically arranged, in the words of the authorized Version; continued 
by an Historical Account of the Jewish Nation; and forming 
a Consecutive History from the Creation to the Termination 
of tlie Jewish Polity. 

Dedicated by permission to the Lord Bishop of Winchester, 

By Miss R. M. ZORNLIN. 

New Edition, revised, with a set of JIaps. 7s. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 
Exemplified and Illustrated by the Acts of PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANS 
By the Right Rev. RICHARD MAN'l', D.D., 

Lord Bishop of Down and Connor. 

Octavo, 12s. Also, by the S.amc Author, 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF IRELAND, 

Two large Volumes, 84s. 


PAROCHIALIA; 

Consisting of Papers printed for the use of St. Geoi^’s, Bloomsbury, 
By THOMAS VOWLER SHORT, D.D., Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man 
Foolscap Octavo, 4s. Also, by the Same Author, 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND; 

Embracing Copious Histories of tho Thirty-Nine Articles, the Translation o 
the Bible, and the Book of Common Prayer. Third Edition, lOir. 


tHc JPt*css» 

A TRANSLATION OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS, 

By WILLIAM FRENCH, D.D., Master of Jesus College, CanAridge, ani 
Canon of Elp; and 

Rev. GEORGE SKINNER, M.A., LaXe FelUno and Tutor of Jesus Collegt 
A New Edition, Revised, with Critical and Philological Notes. 


HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 

A «iee»'s"o"-i of Jesus Christ to the Conversion of Constantine. 





JOHN W. PARKER, PUBLISHER, LONDON. 


In the Press. 

A CYCLE OF CELESTIAL OBJECTS; 

The Result of Observations made at Bedford, arranged in a practical manner 
for the use of Naval, Military, and Private Observers. 

By Captain W. H. SMYTH, R.N., F.R.S., F. Astron. Soc., &c. 
Octfivo, with Illustrations. 

In the Press. 

PIIACTTCAL GEODESY, 

Comprising Chain Sin-veying, thclise of Surveying Instruments, together 
with Levelling, and Trigonometrical, Mining, and Maritime Surveying. 
AdapicUfa tlie use of Land-Surveyors, and for Students in Civil, Military, and Naval Engineering, 

By BUTLER WILLIAMS, C.E., F.G.S., Professor of Qeodesi/ in 
the College, for Gitil Engineers, London. 

Octavo, with numerous Illustrations. 

In the Press. 

PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY FOR FARMERS 
AND LANDOWNERS. 

By JOSHUA TRIMMER, F.O.S. 

Lately published, by the Same, 

PRACTICAL GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY, 

and THE CHEMISTRY OF METALS. 

With au Intboductory DisconnsE on the Nature, 'J'endcncy, and 
Advautiiges of Geological Pureuits. 

Octavo, with Two Hundred Wood-Cut Illustrations. 12s. 

DRANDE'S MANUAL OF CHEMISTRY; 

The Fifth Edition, thoroughly revised and greatly enlarged, and containing 
all New Facts and Discoveries in the Science. 

Octavo, IfiOO closely printed pages, with numerous Wood-Cuts. 35*. 

also, 

A DICTIONARY OF THE MATERIA MEDICA 
AND PHARMACY; 

Including the Elements of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, and a Translation of 
the London Pharmaeopoeia. 15*. 

Bv WILLIAM THOMAS BRANDE, F.R.S., of Her Maiestfs Mint; 
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The Second Volume of 

THE HISTORY OF HOLLAND, 

From the beginning of the Tentli to the en<l of the Eighteenth Century. 
By C. M. DAVIES. 

Octavo, 12s. Lately published, 12s., Volume the First. 

SALOPIA ANTIQUA; 

An Enquiry from Personal Survey, into the Early Remains in Shropshire 
and the Welsh Borders. With a Glossary of Words used in Salop. 

By the REV. CHARLES lIENRi IIARTSHORNE, M.A., F.S.A. 
Roy.al Octavo, \ l. 4s. Imperial, 21. 2s. 

In tlus Press, 

THE MISSION OF THE COMFORTER, AND OTHER 

SERMONS, 

By JULIUS CHARLES HARE, M.A., Archdeacon of Lewes. 

By the Same Author, 

PRIVILEGES IMPLY DUTIES, 

A CHABOE TO TUB CLEROV OF THE ABCI1DEAC0.\1«Y OF LEWES. .I.T. 

PARISH SERMONS, Octavo, 12s. 

THE VICTORY OF FAITH. Octavo, 10s. Gel. 

THE WORKS of DOCTOR DONNE, 

Dean of St. Paul’s in the time of James I. and Charles I. With a Memoir. 
By HENRY ALFORD, M.A.,late Fellow of Trin. Col.,Caiub. 

Six Volumes, Octavo, with a line Portrait. SI. 12s. 

THE SCRIPTURAL CHARACTER OF THE 

ENGLISH CHURCH. 

By the Rev. D. COLERIDGE, M.A. 

Octavo, 12s. G<I. 

TuBsericsof .Sermons, bearing the above title, were written oxclusivolyfor perusal, and are 
arranged as a connected whole. TIio Author has adopted this form to avail himself of the 
devotional frame of mind, presupposed on the part of the reader, in this speciuH of composition; 
but he has not deemed itasnoc(S4saryto preserve with strictness the conventional style of the 
pulpit, for which these discourses wore never intended: thoy may, cousotiucntly, be taken as 
a scries of Essays, or as the successive chapters of a general work. 

In i/te Press. 

AN INDEX TO RUTLER’S ANALOGY, 

Prepared by Dr. Brntham, Reg. Prof, of Divinity at Oxforjl, corrected by Bishop 
.’ ''"..••/.iT fji the early and the Oxford editions 



JOHN W. TARKEK, PUBLISHER, LONDON. 


In the Press. 

A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY, 

From the Birth of Christ to the Destruction of the Western Empire; 
ineliulinpf mi Account of the Rise and Progi’css of the early Christian 
Cliurehes, and tlic Causes that led to their Comiption. 

By W11.LIAM COOKE TAYLOR, Es(i., LL.D.* 

I ikUt tliii Ntipreiiitcndciico o! several (Usttnj^iiishetl CImrcIi of Eiiglund Divines. 

Ill tha Press, 

THE rURLIC ECtlNOMY OF ATHENS, 

By AUCUSTUS 1>(ECK1I, J^rofessor -in the Unirersity of Dfrlin. 
Translated from the Ccnnaii by C. CORNEWALL LEWIS, Ksep, A.M., 
late Student of (Christ Church, one of the Translators of 
iMni.LKii's Donan.s. 

New Edition, Revised. One Volume, Octavo. 

THE SPEECHES OF DEMOSTHENES, 

Asainst Ajihohus and Ouctor; translated, with Notes explanatory of the 
Athenian Ljiws and Institutions, 

By CHARLES RANN KENNEDY, M.A., Fellmo of Trin. Coll. Camh. 9s. 

niNJAPOT TA SnZOMENA. 

IHNDAR’S EPINICIAN ODES, AND THE FRAGMENTS OF IllS 
LOST COMPOSITIONS, 

Revised and explaineil. With Cojiious Notes and Indices, 

By Rev. .JOHN WM.DONALDSON,M.A.,//f«flf Mastrrof theBttrySchool. 
(Ictavo, Bis. Also, Lately published, by the Same, 

THE NEW CRATYLUS; 

Or, Contril)utions towards a more accurate Knowledge of the Greek 
Language. Octavo. ITs. 

ARUNDINES CAMI, 

Sive 51 iisarum Cantabrigiensiuni Lusus Canon, collegit atquc edidit 
IIENRICUS DRURY, M.A. 

Ornamentidly printed, in Octavo, 12^. 

THE CAMBRIDGE PORTFOLIO; 

Paiiers illustrative of the Scholastic and Social State, the History, Antiquities 
and Literature of the University. Contributed by Members. 

-u .,1 ’..T’v,.,, j ,T SMITH, 51.A., Fclloto and Ttilor ofCaius Coll. 



THE HANDMAID, 

Or, the Pursuits of Literature and Philosophy, considered as subservient to 
the Interests of Morality and Religion. 

By the Rev. JOHN DAVIES, B.D., Reetot' of Gateshead, and Author of 
An Estimate of the Human Mind, is. 


GEMS OF SACRED LITERATURE; 

A Series of beautiful Pieces, from the works of eminent Writers* 
commencing at an early period, and bi ought down to the jn-esent time. 
Two Imndsome Volumes. 8s.; and uniformly. Two Vols. 8s. 

GEMS OP SACRED imTRY; 

Choice Portions of the Works of celebrated Pn|p^ exhibiting a connected 
view of the Character and Progress of English Sacred Poetry. 


In the Press. 

ODES AND SONNETS, WITH OTHER POEMS, 

In Scotch, as well as in English. 

By G. LESINGHAM SMITH, M.A., lieaor of IMlc Canfield. 

NATIONAL PROVERBS 

IN THE PRINCIPAL LANGUAGES OF EUROPE. 

Printed Line for Line in English, French, Italian, Spanisli, and German. 
By CAROLINE WARD. 

3s. Crf. 


THE LITTLE BRACKEN BURNERS, a Talc; and 
LITTLE MARY’S FOUR SATURDAYS. 

By LADY CALLCOTT. 

Foolscap Octavo, .‘Is. 


WOMAN’S MISSION. 

"Jr Women could onco l)o made to imdomtand their real mission in this world and to feel 
their own imporUuico and resiMnsibility, a sur]>rlsing uhungo must immediately takoflace in 
society, giving it a higher tune and purer spirit.” 

Tho Tenth Edition, '.is. (id. 


WOMAN’S RIGHTS AND DUTIES, 

considered with reference to 

THEIR EFFECTS ON SOCIETY and ON HER OWN CONDITION. 

BY A WOMAN. 

In any attempt to influence tho opinions and practice of others, it is expedient to prove the 
importance of them to society; to exhibit on a great scale tho elfcets of exerting bad habits, pre¬ 
judices, and ignorance; and to trace tbeir connexion with the social disorders which spring from 
them at last: those disorders, at this moment, are uuliappily in great activity. I'rc/uce. 



AN INTRODUCTION to the STUDY of CHEMICAL 
PHILOSOPHY. 

By PROFESSOR BANIELL, F.R.S., of ling’s College. London, and 
tlie l^ast Inditi Colloijoj Addiscoiubc, 

Octavo, with numerous Illustrations. 16s. 


POPULAR PHYSIOLOGY; 

Familiar Explanations of interesting Fa< ts connected with tho Strucliiro 
and Functions of Aniinali, ami particularly of Man. 

By the kto Dr. PERCIVAL B. LORI), of tlio lion. E. I. C. Service. 
Many Engravings. Second Edition, revised. 7s. 6(f. 


Preparing for the Press. 

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ANATOMY, AND PHYSI¬ 
OLOGY OF MAN. 

By R. B. TODD, M.D., F.R.S., and W. BOWMAN, F.R.S., of King's 
College, London. , 

AVith numerous Original Illustrations. 


In the Press. 

ESSAYS ON NERVOUS DISEASES. 

By R. B. TODD, M.D., K.R.S., Phgsieian to King's College Hospital, and 
Professor of Phgsiologg in King's College, London. 


lih 

THE NERVOUS SYSTEM, AND ITS FUNCTIONS. 


Contents. 

T.—Lrwb of the Nervous P.v.siom rc- 
latiriK to Sensation an«l Voluntary Motion. 

Chap. II.—Application of tlio ]irccL‘ding 
J.aAvs to explain l*utholo,c:ioal lMh*nonu'n;u 
Chap. 111 .—Influence of tho Nervous Sjbtem 


on the iiKTcly Corporeal Functions. 

Chap. IV.—Kclitiou of tho Brain to tho 
Intcllcetiml Fatuities and Active rriiiciplos 
of our Nntmv. 

f.-HAF. V.—The Interpretation of Sensations, 
and of the IVinuiry Mental Jiupulscs. 


By IIERBl'iRT MAYO, F.R.S., 

Senior Siirgcoti of Middlesex HospUed, formerlg one of the, Professors of 
Anatomy and Snrgerg to the Royal College, of Surgeons. 

Lately published, by the Same, Second Edition, 6(7., 

LTIE PHILOSOPHY OF LIVING. 

Diversities or Constitctiov. Or Dibkktios. Or Kxehcise. 1’iivhiial Hm<:ATroi» or 
tiiHis; SpinHlCurvatHro. Or Kieei'. OrllATHiNo. Or Ceotiiino. Or Air and 
Ci-iJuATE. Health of JIind; Pelf-coiitrol; Montal (.'iilture. 


also. Now Edition, 8«. 6<7. 

MANAGEMENT OF THE ORGANS OF DIGESTION 
IN HEALTH AND DISEASE. 

Kiiles of Did for different Constitutions—Treatment of Indigestion; of laMiaenoss; of 

• -f -vrs p mri'.-'D'.MVp', ,»T*?d their Treatment. 





A PRACTICAL ARABIC GRAMMAR. 

By DUNCAN STEWAllT. 

Octavo, 1G«. 


LECTURES IN DIVINITY; 

Delivered in the University of Cambridge, by JOHN IIEY, D.D,, 
as Norrissian Professor, from 1780 to 1795. 

A New Edition, Revised, in Two Large Volumes, Octavo, 30s. 


A MANUAL OF CHRISTIAN ANTIQUITIES: 

An Account of the Constitution, Ministers, Worslii]>, Disciidine, and Customs 
of the Early Church: with a complete Analysis of the 
Works of the Antcnicenc Fathers. 

By the Rev. J. E. RIDDLE, M. A., Author of the Lalm-English Dictionary. 

Octavo, 18s. 


•» 

THE CHURCHMAN’S GUIDE; 

A Copious Index of Sermons and other Works, by eminent Church of 
England Divines; arranged according to their subjects. 

By JOHN FORSTER, M.A., Jucmnbcnt of the Royal Chapel in the 
Savoy, London. Octavo. 7s. 

I WOULD have young clergymen make very great use of the works of ahlo Divines; not incon- 
Rideratciy andservilely transcribetbeni,—but modify, digest, contract, ainjdify, vary, adapt them 
to the purpose,—improve if possible what they may find in them: for then it will fairly become 
their own, and mix naturally with what proceeds altogether from thciubclvcs.'>~-'Sfcc^rr. 


GARRICK’S 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR READING THE LITURGY 
With Notes, and .a DISCOURSE on PUBLIC READING, 
By RICHARD CULL, Tutor in Elocution. 

Octavo. 6s. Gd, 


COMMENTS, EXPLANATORY and PRACTICAL, 
UPON THE EPISTLES 


For the Sundays, Fasts, and Holidays tliroughout the Year; 
FOR THE USE OF FAMILIES. 

By the Rev. J. F. HONE, M.A., Vicar of Tirley, Gloucester, (is. 


LECTURES ON THE LITURGY, 
Addressed to his Pupils by the Rev. JOHN BENTALL, M.A., 
One of the Ushers of Westminster School. 

Octavo, 6s. Gd. 







UNDER THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF THE 


JSogal ^ocicig «(literature. 


Now rca<lj/, Octaro, 12.?. 

Tlic First of a Series of Volumes, intended to comprisej 
under the title of 

BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA LITERARIA, 

^ JLittraip pgtocii of tlje 
tanittti ling&om, 

ARUANOED in CimONOLOOlCAI. ORDEli, AND COMMENCING WITH THE 

ANGLO-SAXON I’KRIOl). 


It is expected th.Tt the Second Volume Avill contain the ANGLO-NORMAN 
WRITliRS, .Tnd that a Third may cany the Work thrmigh the two suc¬ 
ceeding centuries, as far as the invention of J’rintins:. Froin this epoch the 
Work will proceed by .successive periods to the present time; and will thus 
<'onstit.ute a complete Biographical Record of Kiiglish Literatiire, free I'roiii 
the inconveniences of the alj)hahctical oish r, the only advantage of which 
will at the siime lime be secured by a carefully-compiled Indc.'c. 

'I’he portion of the Work which relates to each period, will he complete 
in itself. 


JMdy PMished, Octavo, 2s. (,V/. 

AN ESSAY ON THE STATE OF LlTEKATUllE AND 
LEAKNINO UNDER TUE AN(JLO-SAXONS, 

By THOMAS WRIGHT, Esq., M.A., F.R.S., 

Of Trinity College, Comhridge. 


THE .JOURNAL 


OF THE 

^tatiisttcal gotielg of lonlron. 

Published Quarterly, jirico 2.?. fid. 

Volumes I. II. in. and IV. may be had eom]ilete, juice 10s. (iJ. each, and 
the Quarterly Parts are published on the tirst of January, 

Ai>ril, July, and October, in each year.. 



10 


NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS. 


MATHEMATICAL TRACTS. 

I. Lunar and Planetary Theories. II. Fip^iro of the Earth, III. Precession 
and Nutation. IV. Calculus of Variations. V. Undulatory 
Theory of Optics, and Tlieory of Polarization. 

Designed for the Use of Students in the Universities, 

By GEQRGE BIDDELL AIRY, M.A., F.R.S., Astmiotiicr Royal. 
Octavo, Third Edition, corrected. lUs. 


EXAMPLE.S OF THE PROCESSES OF THE DIFFE¬ 
RENTIAL AND INTEGRAL CALCULUS. 

Collected by D. E. GREGORY, M.A., Fclhioof Trinity Vollrge, CanAMge. 
Octiivo, with Plates, ItJ^. 


PRINCIPLES OF MECHANISM. 

Designed for the use of Sttideiits of the Uuivereitics, and for Students of 
Engineering generally. 

By R, WILLIS, M.A., F.R.S., Jacksonian Professor of Natural and 
Experimental Philosophy in the University of CamJtridgc. 

With 2.'>0 Wood-Cuts. Octavo, 1.5.9. Also, by the Same, 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE MIDDLE AGES. 

Octavo, with Twenty Plates, 10s. Gd, 


THE UNDULATORY THEORY, AS APPLIED TO 
THE DISPERSION OF LIGHT. 

By the Rev. BADEN POWliLL, 111.A., V.R.S,, E.R.A.S., E.G .S., 
iS'anliau Professor in the University of Os ford. 

•Octavo, 9s,, with a Coloiu-ed Chart ol' tlie Prismatic .Spectra, 


On the DIFFERENTIAL and INTEGRAL CALCULUS. 

TiiiRnEniTioN, enlarged. 12s. Gd. 

ji. 

ELEMENTS OF DESCRIPTIVE GEOMETRY, 

Chiefly intended for .Students in Engineering. With 80 Illustr.atioiis. (!.9. Gd. 

HI. 

THE ELEMENTS OF ALGEBRA, 

Chiefly intended for Schools and the Junior Chis.ses in Colleges. Gs. Gd. 
By the Rev. T. G. HALL, M.A., 

Professor of Mathematics in King's Vollcgc, Lotidou. 



JOHN W. I'AEKER, PUBLISHER, LONDON. 
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WORKS BY THE REV. 

WILLIAM WIIEWELL, B.D., F.R.S., 

Mastkii t)P Tuinity Collece ; 

PnoFEssou OF Morai, PaiEosornY jn tub Univebsixy of Cambridge. 


ARCHITECTURAL NOTES on GERMAN CHURCHES, 

With Notes of a Tour in Normanily and Picardy. 

A Third Edition, with Additions. In the Press. 


IT. 


THE 

PHILOSOPHY OF THE INDUCTIVE SCIENCES, 

l'Oi;.\l)Kl> Ul’ON TIIKIR HISTORY. 


TJie Philosophy of Pure Mathematics: the Philosophy of the Mechanical Sciences; of Physics; 
of Chemistry; of Minonilogy; ijfJIotany; ufi^noliigy; umi the Logic of Induction. 

Two Yoluini's, Octavo, ;J05. 


ITT. 

A HISTORY OF THE INDUCTIVE SCIENCES, 

FROM THIC KARLIKST ’J’lMKS TO TUK I’RKSKN l'. 

Ancient Astronomy, Mccluonios. Hydrostatics. Optics, and Hurmonit’s. Modern Astronomy. 
Mechanics. Tlydrostatics. Optics. A<!OWStica. Tleat. IClcetricity. Magnetism. Oalvatiisin. 
rhcmibtrj'. Elcctro-ChcinUtry. iliiicralogy. ITotany. Aniiu:il Physiology. Zoology, (icology. 

Three Volumes, Octavo, 21. 2.v. 


TV. 

ON THF; I’lllNCll'LKS 

OF 

ENGLISH UNIVERSITY EDUCATION. 

Octavo. 5.?. 


THE MECHANICAL EUCLID; 

(.■outainini:; the Proposition-! nece.ssary for a Degree at Cumhridgo. t>s. (i<f. 

VI. 

TILE MECHANICS OF ENGINEERING; 

For use in Universities and Colleges of Engineers. 

Octavo, with Illustrations. 9s. 

VI r. 

THE DOCTRINE OF LIMITS, 

With Applications; n*.. Conic Sections, the hrst three Sections of Newton, 
the Difterential Calculus. 

Octavo, with Illustrations. 9.?. 

vni. 

ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF MORALS; 

Four Scinions preached hefoi-c the University of Cambridge. 
Octavo. Ss, 6tf. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


LIFE AND SERVICES OF GENERAL 
LORD HARRIS, G.C D. 

By the Right lion. S. R. LUSIIINGTON, late Governor of Madras 
Octavo, -with I’ortrait, &c. 1 Ss. 


BISHOP BUTLER. 

Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the Author of The Analogy, 
By THOMAS BARTLETT, M.A., 

Octavo witlf Portrait. 12.?. 


THE LIFE OF ARCHBISHOP BANCROFT, 

to which are added, Tliree Sermons, and the Tract on Moilcrn Polity. 
By GEORGE D’OYLY, D.D., F.R.S., Rector of Lambeth. 
New JUditioa, Reeised. Octavo. Ss. 


•t^tgtnal xfamtlp Sermons, 

CONTRIBUTED BY UPWARDS OP 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY COTEMPORARY D1VINJ:S OF THE 
ESTABLISHED CllURCIL 

AND PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
THE COMMITTEE OF OENEHAI* LITEUATIUIE AND EDr(^VT10N OF THE 
SOCIETY rOU PROMOTINU ClllUSTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

Tmk work is complete in 'Five Volumes, cHlier of wliieh may l>c lia«l sepanitely at caeli, 

hound in cloth and Jeltered. With tlie I’ifth Volume arc given separate Indices of tlio Authors, 
and of tlieir subjects. 


Two handsome Folio Volumes, Half-bound in Turkey Morocco, Price Two Guineas 
or in Twenty-four Parts, at Eighteen-pence, each, 

g>acretr JHinstrels^; 

A COLLECTION OF 

SACRED MUSIC FROM THE FINKST WORKS OF THE GUEAl' 
MASTERS, BRITISH AND FOREIGN. 

AHMANGED AS SOLOS, AND CONCiatTED PIECES, EOlt PlUVA'l'E PEHEOliMANVE, 
WITH ACCOMPANIMENTS EOli THE PIANO-EOHTE. 

The cjcclwslvc nature of nearly all existing oolleetions of Fnered Music, and the* hi|rh price at 
•wliieJi novelties are in general produced, renders tliis work particularly dcsirahle. Alaiiy line 
productions,atprcsentcomparativclj'iinknown, would he hailed with delight as additions Ut the 
stores of Sacred Harmony, could they be procured in a familiar form and on reasonable tc'iius. 

The design of the present work, therefore, is to place w ithin the reach of families, and of pcrwins 
unaccustomed to playing from score, really good practical music; elasMcal, yet not laboriously 
and uselessly learned; to introduce into tlie drawing-room many beautiful compowlionsof en¬ 
during value, which, if not altogether unknown, have mrely been heard except at Concerts or 
Oratorio.<i; and thus to attract tow ards Paered Music a portion of that i»atronage which is bestowed, 
in no dispro|K)rtioimte a degree, upon works of a secular kind. 

ITcfixed to each Voliiinc arc Biographical Sketches of the Authors whore compositions It con¬ 
tains, together with Historical and Critical Accounts of the AVorks upon which their rcspectivo 
reputations arc principally founded. 
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antj CJnrolb Sittraturt 
of CttglaiUj; 

AS HXIIIBITKD IN THE 

LIVES AND WRITINGS OF EJMNENT DIVINES, FROM THE 
PERIOD OF Tni-: REFORMATION ; 

WITH CONNECTING HISTORIES OF THE TIMES 
IN WHICH THEY LIVED. 

IJythollEV. IIICIIAIIT) CATTEilMOLE, E.I>. 


The design of this work is, to present, on a sealc and in a manner 
.adapted to general appreei.atiou, an estimate of tlie literary character 
and monuments of our veiiurahlo Church. Tlic moral excellences, the 
religions principles, and the learned labours of lier more distinguished 
Divim's, as exhibited in their lives, and exemplified by entire treatises, 
or considor.able portions, selected from their writings, will constitute 
the chief m.atcri.als of the design; but connected and bound together 
as a continuous work, by a broad view of English Church History. 
Thus the gcucr.al, and especially the youthful reader will be furnished, 
in these volumes, with a knowledge, sufficient for his jiurpose, of what 
as Englishmen we owe to the National Church, and to those ^rifted 
and energetic minds who have zealously laboured in her service for the 
honour of God and the good of mankind; while others, who, from 
professional duty, or a serious litenary taste, intend to devote them¬ 
selves systematically to tho study of that unequalled trctisure of 
thought, erudition, and eloquence,—the Theological Literature of 
England,—will bo prepared by the previous perusal of these volumes 
for more profound and extensive research. 


In the rres.1. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS. 


Etmationis in % ^cfeneeis, 

A SERIES OF POPULAR WORKS. 

The tendency of -which is to sho-w ho-w much of recreation, combined with 
sound knowledge, may be found in natural objects. 

Tiif traveller and the historinn, the artist and the artisan, offer their various works and 
productions for the study or recreation of young and old, but they invito attention, for the most 
part, to th.e imperfect works of man, and their productions, thougii valuable in themsclvss, 
poss(>R8 not tiint attractive interest and Unwearying aniusuracnt which is to bo found in the con* 
tenipiation of the perfect works of Nature. Jhit e.an it bo doubted that, in the beautiful and 
endless variety of Nature’s w'orks, there cxists*n store of unfailing ainusenicnt and instniction, 
the pursuit of which is sure to form a proAtable occupation for the general reader during many a 
leisure hour, and is also admirably calculated to supersede many of the rccroatious of tho yomig, 
which are productive of no t^ful results t 


Of th:s Series there are already published,— 


I. 

RECREATIONS IN PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY; 

Or, THE EARTH AS IT IS. 

Hy Miss R. M. ZORNLIN. 

Foolscap Octavo, with numerous Cuts, Maps, &c. 6.y. 


II. 

RECREATIONS IN GEOLOGY; 

With a Glossarj'of'I’cmis, and v.arious Illustrations. By Aliss R. A*. Zob>’lin. 
New Edition. 4s. M. 


III. 

RECREATIONS IN ASTRONOMY; 

With a Glossary, and fifty Illustrations. 

By the Rev. LEWIS TOMLINSON, AI.A. 
New Edition, 4s. Cd. 


IV. 

RECREATIONS IN CHEMISTRY; 

By THOMAS GRIFFITHS, Chemical ’Lecturer at the JRoj/al Tnstiiution, 
and fit. Burtholomcvds Hospital. 4s. Cc?. 


The following are in a forward state of Prepaintion. 

RECREATIONS IN MECHANICAL PHILOSOPHY; 

RECREATIONS IN BOTANY; 
RECREATIONS IN THE ELECTRICAL SCIENCES ; 

&c. &e. &c 
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Volume the First, and Parts /. to XXfV., to ho rompleM in Two Volumes, 
at 11. hs., or Thirt!/ Parts, at U. each, in snudl folio, 
with muncrous Illustrations, 

%\)t Billie Cj)clopeti(a» 

A roMmEiinNsnjE digest op the cmc and natuiuj. hjstorv, geooiuvhy. 

STATISTICS, AND GKNEnAI, LITEICAKY INFORMATION CONNECTEO 
AVITIl THE SACRED WRITINGS. 

Tub illustnitisn of tlu. Holy Scriptures must .-vcr l,c a.i ol,j« t of pm-Muoniit iiuportniicc to 
every .iCTOut Christum. In this work, tl.c vai ie.1 stores of information wliieli havu laen aeeu- 
mulating for ages, relating to tho eivil an,I eeelesiastieia history of ancient empires, ami Ihe 
interesting anil valiiahiu rcsearehes of moilern tfavellers, particularly those relatiim to Egviit, 
urc examined, suul flic results ])!aocil before tho rciulcr. 

In lUily estimatiuK he. importancu of erilieal sml philolofieal research, anil in clearing 
away soino of tlieohsciiritioa of the Scriptures, the IMitor consiilers the Ilihic, in its struetiirc, 
.spirit, anil eh.iraetcr, to be casentially an Eastern laiok. Tl.e natural phenomena, ami moral con- 
«lUion of tilt? J'aust, .sliouM therefore be m;nlc iariidy tributary to it«i ehicjilafioii. ^•or this inumr- 
tanf Jho Kditor tlraws lurfjeJy from tliOK* rich und almiidant stores unfohlod by tho 

spirit of modern onlcrpriso. 

’fhe Editor most .■ui.viously avoids that spirit of error wliieli has, unhappily, toomueli pre 
vailcil of tale on the Continent, nnil wiileli, liy arrogating to itsi lf tin- elainis of’suia rior sagaeity 
ami leaniiog, has aoiiglit to reduce everything In the Sacred Volume to the level of its own 
Unnteil views and narrow ooneeplioim, denying or explaining awav tlio miracles, and .sciking 
Iherehy to lower oiir reverclieo for tho woril of God, ami for divine things in general. Snell 
V ieu s and prini iples, nsiiully classisl under the term A’.-oln,,;,. rins ive no l olmtinaneo in the pages 
Ilf this mirk. The liiiii.r. is, throughout, exhibited as Scripture given liy inspiration of God, luiil 
Hi't as mt'iN' human i rimpositioit. 

^cniiturc IViOKraiihy is treated of in a hiicf and concise inanni'r» cxccjit vhen difficuttics 
oei nr whieli riKiuire to be eleareil up ; and tlie lopognipliieal ileseriptioiisof remarkable iilaecs of 
Sent,lure fonn a marked feature in the Hini.u Cvi uie.r.inA. 

Numeinus Wi.oil lints arc given of Coins, Meihils, Gems, remarkiilile Places, and oilier 
"ihieetseapubieof ti gilimato illustration, front tlic best and most recent sources of inforuiatioii. 


'Wiformip With tho iilsire,piieo 7s. <></., eohmre'l, ami bound in cloth. 

Bifile iHapB: 

A SEMES OP KEW AM> ACCIIUATE MAPS, CONsSTRTTCTKU Ojf THE BEST 
AUTUORITIKS, AXl) VKHIPIi:!) HY COMATfoN WITH THR 

i>J5.<ovi:kik.s op •u>bi:nN tuavei.i.krs: 

VOHMJ.VO A f'OMPLiiTK 

HISTORICAL AND DKSCUII’TIVK ATLAS OF SCRIPTURE 
GlhOOUAPIIY. 

By WILLIAM HUGHES, F.U.G.S. 

Tiik nwncroHS attempts successively made to illustrate tins Rcngraphy of tho Bible have 
boon, in too many instances, bascil upon mciY conji-vittres^ soiiietimcs suppoidcd only by vague 
ftyinoloRirnl analogies ilrawn fium the writings of (in'chand ttonian antiquity, and often only 
showing how little the framers of them really knew of I’aJcstinc, but wliicii have, in uliuo.'rt all 
cases, been disprovcnl by the appliance of modern observation. This would have liecn of com¬ 
paratively little importance if, as now facts were acquirt*d, they had btjcn constantly m.s.le u«) 
of, and applied as testa of the worth of preconceived hypotheses, lint it has mifortunatciy hap¬ 
pened that, cither from the ignorance or carelessness of Ihc greater number of the compilers of 
Scripture Allasfn^ a large amount of real and availablo information has either not yet been 
appHotl to the illustration of tho fleogrnphy of the yacred Vohnne, or else It has biicn inixed up 
With iong^rccoived conjectures, in such a niaimcp as to make the a.scertninc*d /ri/Wir 8ul»crvicnt 
to tho liypotli^s, insti^ad of confirming or rejecting tho latter, according an it corresponded or 
not with the former. The result has, of course, been to confuse rather than elucidate the subject; 
and the great majority of tho Maps professing to illustrate the lUble, mostly copied from olhera 
of a.similar description, and inheriting in succt'ssion the alisurdities and puerile conjectures of 
former times, present, accordingly, a mass of confusion, in which it is iinpo^iblo for the inex- 
licricQCcd atudeut to separate tho true from the false, or tho toioun from the conjdctural. 





MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL ON 
EDUCATION, 

For the Yeare ] 840—1. Octavo, 3s, Gd,, also, 

THE MINUTES FOR THE YEARS 1830—40. 3s. Gd. 


WILHJIM’S METHOD OF TEACHING SINGING, 

ADAPTED TO EVOT.ISII USE U ’DEK TUB SANOIIOK OP THE 

COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL ON EDUCATION, 

By JOHIf HULLAH. 

ho MateiuaIcS for Tkacih.no Sixoi.vn on the above Method are I’ublishcd in the 

following forms: 

WILIIEM’S METHOD OF TEACHING SINGING, 

lew Edition. Parts I. and II. 2s. Gd. each.; or the Two Parts bound together in 

cloth, 5s. 

'hose two Tarts contain the TI1C017 and Practice of the First Course, and arc otlaptcd both for Toaclicts 

and Pupils. 


, «• 

THE EXEllCISES AND FIGURES for tlic Use of Fupils. 
Three Books, Gd, cacli. 

HI. 

HULLAirS LARGE SHEETS, 

Containing the EXERCISES anil FIGURES, in liold Characters on Sheets Three 
feet Six indies long. 

Nos. I. to X.; XI. to XX.; XXT. to XXX.; XXXI. to XL.; and XLI. to L.; an 
ready, in paroels of ten Numbers each. Price 7s. Gd, per jiarcel. 

These Hfaects, though intended chiefly for the uso of Euhnols, will also bo found useful in the Instn 
tion of Classes provided with Jtooks, .as saving the Teacher tiie time and labour required for the use c . 
the Block board. The succeeding Numbers arc in the Press. 


IV. 

SINGING TABLETS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 

Price, Sheets, lOs.; Mounted on Millboanl, 25s.; in Box, complete, 30.s. 

These Tablets contain the Theory and Practice of the First Course, and are i^ptcd chiefly for Scho( 
• s conducted on the Monitorial System. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES FOR SINGING CLASSES, 


A NEW TUNING FORK, now first 
accurately adjusted, by a Scientific Pro¬ 
cess, to 256 Vibrations per Second. 

This Tuning Fork is stamped with the hamo of 
tho Ihtbllsher, and orders should direct its being 
procured at 445 , West Strand. It may be ordered 
through'the Booksellcft, &c. 

PORTABLE STANDS for Ilullah’s 
Large Sheets. 7s. Gd, each. 


Those Stands are so constnioted as teexhib'*' 
succession ail the Large Sheets required in a 
or a Class Lesson. For the sitko of portabili 
Stand is made to take to pieces, and to pack u 
simple form, but it is put together for use with 4, 
facility. 

PORTFOLIOS for Ilullah’a Large 
Sheets, to hold the complete set of 100. 
25s, each. 

A MUSIC COPY BOOK. Is, 


W. PARKER, PUBLISHER, WEST STRAND. 
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EXTRACTS FROM JOURNAL. 


September 20th, 1839. Mem. Keep the fact 
of keeping a journal a profound secret. I fere, as 
the Greek proverb says, “ Silence is sure of her 
reward.” 

View of Gotlia, on approaching from Eisenach, 
exceedingly beautiful; to one whose ideas of the 
East are drawn from the Arabian Nights, it appears 
like an Oriental city. Drove up to the Mohr Hof 
Given for my dormitory the Chamhre Napoleon, so 
called from the Emj)eror’s occu]>ation of it for two 
days, in his retreat from Leipsig. 

My debut in the German tongue not the most 
flattering; mistook the K for aii R in a phrase 
under article of supper, and asked for kind instead 
of rind Jleiseh*. 'J'he kellner stared, took me for 
an ogre. Herr Schiifer explained; got a brace of 
baked partridges and plum sauce; went to bed, or 
rather, to box. Bed German— verbum sat. 


Kind Jleiseh, child’s flesh. Rind Jleiseh, beef. 

B 




2 


GOTHA. 


September 21.s/. After breakfast sent off my 
baggage by the pack-wagen to Berlyi, little dreanung 
I should stay six months here instead of six djiys. 
Mem.: Although wife and baggage be termed 
impedimenta^ divorce should only be in eMrcmis. 
Remedy worse than disease. Omnia mea mecum 
porta: admirable motto for tnivellers. 

Sallied forth to see lions, &c. Delighted with 
the town, its beautiful fountains, canals, old Rath- 
bans, and surrounding gardens and villas, which, as 
George Robins wouhl say, are comjdetc specimens 
of the rm in urhe. Old Palace of Fricdenstein, 
residence of the ducal family for centuries past; 
largest in Germany; situation (commanding the 
finest view of the Thuringiau Forest) compared to 
Windsor Castle. Old hall, and galleries with anti(|ue 
])oi*traits, (piite a la Radclittl*. Summer Palace, 
(now occupied by the Dowager Duchess,) with 
grounds quite in French style. 

Returned to feed at table d'hote, at one o’clock. 
Sat opposite to some gentlemen whose ventri-poten- 
tial ellbrts rendered them consj)icuons. Evidently 
disregar<led the 

Pone gulae metas 
Ut sit tibi lougior setas. 

Took them for commercial men; fouml that they 
were 1 igh court dignitai-i(is, one beiiig addre.sscd as 
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Euei' Excellmz. All anxious to learn from me what 
our gracious Que^n was like. 

Habm sie die Kdnigin gesehen? said his Excel¬ 
lence. Sehr Klein ist sie nich wahr? dber hiibsch. 
So eine art von hiibscJien kleinm Mddchen'' (Host 
Schafer did the Dragoman.) “Oh, oui!” said I, “j’ai 
vu Sa Majeste, j’ai ou I’lionneur memo d’etre pre¬ 
sente, et je la trouve tres jolie.” ^^Mer ein bischen 
willkuhrlich, eh! so habe ich gehorf” renewed his 
Excellence. (Schafer again explained.) 

“Mais non! si j’osc donner un opinion, Sa 
Majeste, quoiquc jeune, est une femme d’esprit, qui 
no manque pas de moyens, ainsi, comme vous sentez 
))ien, clle ne se plait pas a fairc seulement le poupet 
royal.” 

“ Ah Bravo, sie hat ganz rccht! die Kleine Vic- 
toria.'^ Tliis gave general satisfaction. 

Learned from these gentlemen that a grand 
hunt in honour of the King of Saxony would be 
given by the Duke in a few days, and that it would 
be well worth my stopping to see. Gathered also 
from their conversation, that all kinds of gaieties 
would take j)laco. 

Began to think I might go farther and fare 
worse. Invito from Host Schafer to the Mohr Hof 
Gesellschafts Bal. About two hundred persons 
attended. No carriages; all came with pattens 
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and lanterns, rolled up in cloaks, &c., from which 
they emerged like so many butterflies from the 
chrysalis state. Music good. Tlenty of pretty 
faces. No formalities. A perfect transfer of some 
fifty fire-side circles; ladies knitting, chatting, sip¬ 
ping tea, &c.; men apart blowing clouds, quaffing 
punch; the lads and lasses waltzing away rail-road 
pace. All happy. Con'Cinced that wo might take 
a lesson from Gotha folks how to enjoy ourselves. 

Repetition of box an<l feathers, or Nodes Fidije- 
tiana:. 

September' 22nd. Availed myself of hos})itable 
custom in this part of Germany, which invites 
strangers to call on distinguished men, professors, 
savans, &c. Called first on Professor Wurstermann. 

Enchanted with my reception, welcomed like an 
old friend, instead of a stranger. After an hours 
chat, the Professor quitted his robe de chambre, and 
accompanied mo to several of his colleagues; Dr. 
Moeller (Orientalist), Professor Kries, mathematical 
tutor to Prince Albert, who showed me some geo¬ 
metrical problems, with diagrams done by the Prince, 
of whose acquirements and disjiositions he speaks in 
terms of unqualified praise. On all occasions wine 
and refreshments were brought up, although it was 
early in the morning, and the lady of the house 
came m to hand the first glass, or poctdim Boni Dei, 
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and then retired. Found that there are no less 
than twenty autjiors in Gotha, some of them of 
considerable repiftation; a printing establishment 
with types in all languages, defunct and living; that 
the Ducal Library contained nearly two hundred 
thousand volumes and many literary curiosities; that 
the numismatic collection was one of the first in 
Europe, and that the Museum of Antiquities, &c., 
would take a week to inspect; that, in fact, Gotha 
had all that the most Protean subject could wish 
for, whether grave or gay. 

September 2Ath. Presented by Professor Wurs- 
termann to Baron de Wangenheim, Hof-Marschal of 
the Duke; likewise introduced to the Lese- Verein of 
Mr. Pertes, where Galignams Messenger, Journal 
des Debats, &e., are taken in. 

No one can comi>laiii of too strict a surveillance 
in this Mttlc duchy, for the Charivari is regularly 
taken here, which often makes the reigning family 
of Saxe Coburg Gotha a subject for its wit. 

Visited the observatory situated on the Great 
Seeberg, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
eight feet above the level of the sea, and therefore 
the highest in Europe, fitted up with capital instru¬ 
ments. It is celebrated for its observers. De Zach, 
author of the Astronomical Correspondence; Baron 
de Lindenau, now Minister of State for Saxony: 
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Encke, discoverer of the comet of that name; Han¬ 
sen, author of several highly-tainted essays on 
determination of the moon’s true orbit, &c.; Lalande, 
Olbers, and many other celebrated astronomers, have 
resided for short periods here. 

Every day I find something out, which shows 
Gotha to bo the most delightful of places, and the 
ducal family to bo the greatest patrons of science 
and the arts. 

September 2^th. First Sunday I have spent in 
Saxony. Can trace the effects of Luther’s labours: 
all the sincerity of religion without the cant, and 
without the lugubrious garb, Avhich, like the fog, 
envelopes the day in Loudon. No cold dinners and 
long solemn faces. The hauffrau puts forth her 
best skill, and all the good folks at one o’clock sit 
down to a hot dish; if but mie, it is— 

Ein Gericht 
Und ein frcundliches Gesicht. 

Afternoon is spent in the neighbouring villages. 
The Walk Mnhle is the favourite resort of the good 
Gotha folk, where a band of music is in attendance. 
The ladies knit, embroider, and sip coffee, while the 
men smoke, and drink beer, all al fresco, enjoying 
the fine view of the Thuringian Forest and Hills; 
even the bishop, Dr. Bretschneider, does not think 
it inf a dig. to smoke his cigar and tipj)le his beer 
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with the rest. Fancy tlie Bishoj) of London whif¬ 
fing a cigar overga pot of stout in a tea-garden near 
London! and yef Bishop Bretschneider loses none 
of the respect due to his high and sacred character; 
nor does his reputation as a learned Greek and 
Hebrew scholar suffer in consequence. The grand 
secret of which is, that here people are not slaves 
to appearance as in England, and agree with the 
Italians Vahilo mn fa monaco. Latin is both writ¬ 
ten and spoken here by all, like the mother tongue. 
At dusk all return, and you hear all kinds of friendly 
wishes at i)arting: not a mere good night, but 

Sclilafen Sio wolil! 

Auf Wicdersehn! 

Besuclion Sic inich bald wicder! 

Kounncn Sic gllicklich nacdi Ilause! 

The latter is never omitted, even when a few 
yards only are to be accomplished to reach home. 
Like what I have seen of Gotha people very much. 
Nothing of the vulgar independence of the Rhine, 
or servile koo-tooing of Austria. Speaks well for 
the reigning family. 

September '‘Mth. Dined at tlie Palace; dinner 
hour three o’clock. Paid sixteen groschen for hire 
of a cocked hat and sword, which, with black coat 
and unwhisperables, looked considerably like a court 
undertaker; this was, however, the least possible 
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amount of court plumage, authorizing appearance at 
the Palace. 

The reigning Duke a fine haildsome man, full 
six feet high; manners the most graceful of any 
prince I ever saw. The Duchess, who was a prin¬ 
cess of Wurtemberg, very pleasing and affable, and 
plein (tesprit. Spoke Frencli exquisitely; speaks 
Russian also. 

Grand Duke and Duchess of Weimar, the Duki; 
of Wurtemberg, Prince of Reuss, were visitors. 
How absurd it is iu England to hear people talk of 
“ petty German courts and j)rinces,’' showing how 
little they know about the matter. The arran<?e- 
raents of the palace here are on a scale of the most 
royal magnificence; the number of servants (eighty) 
in splendid liveries; the corps of chasseurs (tJiirty) 
in their brilliant uniforms, green and silver; the 
Duke’s private band, besides the numerous suite of 
gentlemen, chamberlains, aides-de-camp, and other 
functionaries, gave sufficient indication both of 
wealth and liberality. 

/« re culinarid, neither Brillat Savarin, nor 
Sefton, of glorious memory, could have found fault; 
a blended cuisine, German and French, plenty of 
fine venison, and exquisite wines. Of the court 
functionaries it might be daily said, implentur veteris 
Bacchi irinfiuisqm ferime. 
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The Duke resides here half the year, and at 
Cohurg the oth^r six months, with the exception of 
oct'asional visits to his beautiful hunting seats of 
Reinkardsbrmn, Rosemu, etc. I have heard from 
good authority that the Duke’s private fortune is 
something like sixty thousand pounds per annum, 
independently of the revenues of the duchy, which 
are about thirty thousand pounds per annum. No 
w'onder, tlierefore, that the Duke lives in good style, 
when here one jiound goes as far as five pounds in 
England. INIem.—Lot well alone, and stay at Gotha. 

September 28^4. Returned from grand hunt at 
Oberhof; must keep copy of my letter to L., which 
describes this Thuringian battue in honour of royalty*. 

Invited to periodic meeting of the Gotha savans; 
iihout thirty persons were present, many well known 
t(. Ei. <])e, as, Rost, Ukert, Frederick Jacobs, Bret- 
sch ” ler, etc. Something like a conversazione; 
no chairs or tables; all stand, or walk about, talking 
in groups; smoke, and drink cofteo, which is handed 
round incessantly. This big talk meeting lasts about 
three horn’s, during which time everything new in 
the literary or scientific world is brought on the 
tapis. The atmosphere, as may be readily imagined, 
is tolerably dense, but this is not fatal to wit; here 
they understand e.r fumo dare Incem. 


Seo Letter it from Thttrinpia. 
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Am promised by Dr. Moeller a sketch of what 
is remarkable in the ducal librarji and Professor 
Wuratermanu is to give me an account of the col¬ 
leges, gymnasia, etc*. 


* The scientific and literary collections of the Ducal Palace of 
Friedenstein owe their existence to Ernest the Pious, whose successons 
have by continual augmentiitions rendered them such as few great 
states, and certainly none of equal size, can rival. 

The Library, thrown open for ths use of the public by the duke’s 
liberality, numbers more than two hundred thousand volumes, whose 
classificiition and arrangement are the most perfect. Tliere are 
about two thousand manuscripts of classical authors, and others 
connected with German literature, and l)etwccn two and three 
tliousiuid Oriental manuscripts, Peraian, Arabic, Turkish, Syriac, 
Hebrew, &c. Tlje catalogue has been systematically arranged by 
Professor Jacobs, in forty-eiglit volumes, folio, in addition to which 
there is an alphabetical catalogue. 1 have given a list of some few of 
the most curious and valuable books which the Library contains. 

Among the most remarkable of the manuscripts are the fol¬ 
lowing :— 

I. One hundred and seventy-one sheets, small folio, of Psalms, in 
Greek, embellished with initials of the seventh century, which for¬ 
merly belonged to the monastery of Marboch, in Alsace. 

II. Evaugeliarium, in folio, on parchment, Greek, of the eleventh 
century, was obtained by Frederick the Wise, on his journey to 
Jerusfilem, in 1493. It is described by Cyprian and Mathias. 

III. Biblia Latina, folio, parchment, Vulgate lai., 1452, with 
splendid illuminations. 

IV. Evangeliu, or four Gospels (on coai'se parchment), written 
alamt the end of the sixth century. 

V. The Four Gospels, in Latin, in gold letters, on beautiful 
parchment. It belonged to the Benedictine Monastery of Epteniach, 
in Luxembouig, given to it by Otho II. and his wife Theodosia, and 
since 1795 in the Library. The binding is most sumptuous, of 
carved wo./d over plates of gold. The carved woo<l, which separates 
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September 2Qth. Invited to another geseUschaJh 
Bd. My title travelling bachelor of Cambridge, 
which is always ^mnctilionsly given, for all the world 
knows the higth to which the Germans go in this 


the cover into compartments, is inlaid with precious stones, and the 
gold plates are stamped with full-length figures of tlie Evangelists, 
the. Virgin Mary, Bouifacius, Benedict, King Otho, and otliers: in 
the centre is a beautiful carving of the Crucifixion, in ivory. It is 
a superb relic of monastic wealth. The Four Gospels are separated 
by j)aintings on gold ground in the Byzantine taste. 

VI. The Four Gospels (parchment), of the eleventh century, with 
gold initiids, and illuminated with paintings: it was the book that 
Luther used, who wrote msmy marginal notes. 

On a page appended to it is written: Anno 1522 fundit Martiniis 
Luther hunc Itbmm. 

VII. Dihel AUen Tcstament,Genaa.xk translation of the Old Testa¬ 
ment, curiously illumuiated with pictures of the Vii^iu, angels, 
imd knights in annour, &c, 

VIII. Libel Neues Testament, German, with drawings, which for 
colour and skill could not be rivalled. The Crucifixion and Christ 
before Caiaphas are superb. The llevelation of St. John contains 
seventeen pictures, in the style of Albreeht Lurer, 

IX. Breviarium Maguntinum, fifteenth century, beautifully writ¬ 
ten: painted initials. 

X. Breviarium. This is one of the chef d’a-uvres of the kind: it 
is most exquisitely written on a fine, silky parchment (of, unborn 
lambs). It was brought from the Netherlands by a son of Ernest the 
Pious: it contains an almantick in the beginning, with the signs 
of the Zodiac, and also some beautiful costumes of the times (1490). 
It was used by Charles V. This Breviary is so magnificent, that the 
description of its contents takes up alone a volume. It might be 
valued at about three thousand pounds, if we were to estimate it 
by the expense of making a copy. 

XI. Hone Sacrie, ornamented with ariibesques and fourteen 
miniatures. 
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particular, puzzled the young ladies. They looked 
very shy; I think they imagined some unfortu¬ 
nate victim to vows of celibacy, dhd enij)loyed by 
the University to disseminate the doctrines of the 


XII. Breviarium, with embellishments by Dutch artists. 

XIII. Breniaritm, given by Augusta, daughter of Freiierick II. of 
Saxe Gotha, and mother of George III., of England. 

XIV. Precw, with eiglity-three paintings and marginal embellish¬ 
ments, by John and Herbert Van Eyck. 

XV. Preces, description, with two plates. 

XVI. CapUula Regum Franconm, in folio, parchment, from 5)61. 

XVII. Vita Uilldhrandi, by Theofride, Prior of E|)ternaeh, 
eleventh century. 

XVIII. Codex Evang&ium. 

XIX. Valuable Collection of Autographs, Letters, &c., of Luther 
(the fimt part of a MS. Translation of the Prophet J<!reiniiih, 
in Luther’s own writing), of Calvin, Zwinglius, Melancthon, Beza, 
Peter the Great, &c.: about two hundred letters of Voltaire to the 
Princess Dorothea, wife of Frederick III.: and about sixty-eight 
Letters of Frederick the Great, valuable documents for Saxon history: 
many rare commentaries on the Koran; the Koran in the Coj>j4 
dialect; important geographical works; manuscripts of the One Thou¬ 
sand and One Nights, or Arabian Nights, with other Eastern tales 
and romances; many astronomical and medical dissertations; the 
large Dictionaries of Dscheuhari Firusabadi, &c. 

XX. Manuscripts of the following classical authors:—1, iEsopi 
Fabulae. 2. Cicero de Officiis et de Amicitia. 3. Tusculante Q,ues- 
tiones. 4. Oda; lloratii cum libro Epodon, ejusdem Epistolx et 
Sermones; ejusdem Ars Poetica. 5. Commeutaria Ctesaris. 6. Jus- 
tini Historiae Philippic®. 7. Juvenalis Satir®. 8. Quintiliani d(! 
Institutione Oratoria, lib. xii. 9. S«dlustii Bellum Catilinarum. 10. 
Terentii Comedi®. 11. Theocritm Idyllias. 12. Virgil ii Opera. 

XXL Old printed works:—A leaf of the first Psalterium. 1437. 
Complete copy of the above, second edition, on parchment. 1459. 
Dunuidi tationalc. Catholicon Johannis Balbi de Janua. 1465. 
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same. Distinctly explained to the contrary, but did 
not readily get partners, and shall petition the Uni¬ 
versity to chan^ the term bachelor. 

September’ ZQth. Dined at her Serene Highness 


Biblia Latina. 1464. Ciccronis Officia. 1466. Augustinus de Arte 
Prcdicandi. Justinian! Institutioncs cum gloss<a. 1468. Valerius 
Maximus. 1471. Cwsaris Commentaria. 1469. Sixty-nine sylogra^ 
]diic works. Ars Meniorandi; Ars Moriendi. Rome spiritual and 
temporal. Biblia Fauperum. Dctensorium Virginitatis Sanctse 
Maria.*. 

A description of the Contents of the Library is to be found in the 
Bdtrilge sur akm LUeratur, by Jacobs and Eckhert, and a particular 
descri])tion of the Oriental Manuscripts is to be found in Professor 
Moeller’s Catalogm Librorum tarn Maniiscrtptonm. 

The Cabinet of Coins, attached to the Library, is one of the 
finest in Germany, and ranks after that of Vienna. The collection of 
Roman coins is most perfect: a part of them were purchased of the 
Prince of Schwarzburg for sixteen thousand pounds. It includes 
many coins, which no other cabinets in the world possess, such as 
the Caligula, representing him and his sister; the coins of the Mace¬ 
donian kings of the Greek towns; Sicilian and Oriental coins; 
together forming a magnificent and most costly cabinet. There is a 
complete catalogue, arranged after the system of Eckhel, in sixteen 
volunies folio. Descriptions of this cabinet are likewise to be found 
in the works of Morell, Montanus, Sehlichtegroll’s Historia Numo- 
theca: Oothanw. The Oriental coins have been described by Dr. 
Moeller, in his work De Numis Orientalibus in Numophglacio Glo- 
thano asservatis, quarto, 1836. The reigning Duke has added to the 
collection complete sets of tlie modem coins of all the European 
Stiitcs. 

It would be quite impossible for me to describe the exquisite 
gems and works of art to be found in the Cabinet of Antiquities. I 
can only mention some few, and in very general terms:—.4 large 
equare Onyx (6' 6 " high, 3' 10 ' broad), with Jupiter and Juno, &c., 
most elaborately cut; valued at three tlyiusand pounds. A Bust of 
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the Dowager Duchess of Gotha Altenburg’s, His 
■Royal Highness Prince Albert’s graij^lraothor. Fine 
old lady; doatingly fond of her grandson. Feed 
excellent; all over by five o’clock, Start to morrow 
for a moiith’si mmble in tho Wald. 

November \st. lleturneil from rambles. Must 
make fair copies of my letters to L.; in case f 
should /mb-e a book, they may be poked in. 

Found on my table letcer from my friend Pro¬ 
fessor Wurstermann, which I give as a specimen of 
Saxon Professors’ Latinity. 

• Stanfordio, 

Viro doctmimo et clarmimo 
S. P. 

Ne diutius leiitus tibi iniitiator esse videar, mitto tibi 
brevem, quam a me conscribi voluisti, do re litteraria Gotha- 
norum coniinentationem. Quam operam petenti tibi quam 


Ixiuis XIV., in amethyst. A mallfigure of Confucius, in sapphire, 
2 8" high: valued at five hundred pounds. A splendid Oriental 
garnet, with the head of a Persian king finely carved. A round 
Sardonyx, of great rarity, with the head of Medusa, &e., &c. Smte 
exquisite jugs, cups, hunting-horns, in ivory, with the most delicate 
chiscUing, hy Benvenuto Cellini. Bas-reliefs in box-wood, by Albrecht 
Durer. Adam and Eve in Paradise. Christ and tho Apostles. 
A series, representing the life of Christ, &c., &c. A small allmm, 
the cover of which is in carved ivory, by Cellini. In it are found 
the autographs of numerous princes; amongst others, King James I., 
who wrote the following:— Inopinate iminunquam fortunati deve- 
nimus quid non cogit amor, Hmc in ejns gratiam in cujus hue 
adveni, Josobus R., which seems to refer to his long stay at 
Copenhagen, and to his maj-riage. 
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libenti aniino prsestiterira, non ost, quod vorbis satis expri- 
mam. Nam quis est, qui non snmmam aniini voluptatem 
capiat inde, quod^atrise suse kudos prsedicare ei liceat, 
prsesertim si vora cum gloria de ea re prsedicare possit ? In 
litteris autem colondis prornovendi8(]ue Gothanos non ulti- 
mum inter Germanos obtiuoro locum vero contendere nobis 
licet. No longius abeam, to ipsum, mi Stanfordi, ouem 
aliquam diu rebus nostris pra5sontom spectatorem interfuisse 
la'tamur, faoio arbitrum. Quot quantasqiie, qua?so, di- 
scendi opportunitatos in nostra urbo cumulatas vidisti i 
Qiiaiii prjBclara doctrinae praesidia cujusvis generis, quae vel 
regiis urbibus ornamento esse possint, parata apud nos spec- 
tavisti, quid dico? spoctavisti, cum summa admirationo, 
cujus significatiouem plus semel vultu tuo prodidisti, es 
contemplatus ? Quot quautosquo doctos viros, quos in 
onmi littcrarum genero tantum non excellere una est et 
consentiens intelligentium liominum vox, in eadem urbe 
cognovisti? Profocto non est, quodverear verecundiae fines 
me transiturum, esse quum contendo, pauca, quae tam exi- 
guo contineantur ambitu, oppida te inventurum esse, quae 
in ea saltern re cum nostra urbe certare possint. Post tuum 
in patriam reditum, quem fcHcissiinum tibi apprccamur, die 
popiilaribus tuis, qu» tu ipse oculis usurpaveris; sed pluri- 
bus verbis exponas velim, has nostr:is kudos cum ipsorum 
priiicipum, quos clomcntissimos litterarumquc amantissimos 
nos ct Omni tempore habuisse et adhuc habere gloriamur, 
laudibus arctissime esse conjunctas. Nam quum duces, qui 
divino quodam beneficio his terris coiitigerunt, probe per- 
spectum haberent, per cxiguas civitatis suae opes sibi non 
coucessiim esse, ut ex splendidis rei militaris spoctaculis aut 
ex magnifica aula) pompa gloriolam aliquam, quie vel ipsa 
cito peritura est, sibi quaererent, aliam firmiorem et per 
omno tompus duraturam sibi paraverunt laudem cx vero 
artium elegantium et ingenuarum ^inore et studio. Sod 
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has optimorutn principnm laudes aut alius honiinis, qui di- 
condi vi me longe superat, desiderant eloquentiam, aut liunc 
saltern locum non capiunt. 

Tu vero ita existimes, velim, nihil esse, quod magis cu- 
piam, quam ut ea, quse tibi una cum his litteris misi tibi, 
non improbeiitur. Vale, inihique favere perge. Scripsi 
Gotbse, 31 Oct. 1839. 

E. F. VVURSTEKMANN, 

Professor in illustri Gymnasio Gothauo. 

November 2nd. Read in English newspapers 
some absurd paragraphs about the ducal family; 
their being Roman Catholics; also their extreme 
poverty. Shall vrrite and contradict this nonsense. 
Went to Dr. Bretsclmeider; long conversation on 
subject of Hugh James Rose’s book On the State of 
the Protestant Religion in Germany, with which the 
learned divine was highly displeased. Presented 
me with a copy of his work, published in answer to 
former, which, had I the time, I should perhaps 
translate. The Doctor promised me a brief expo¬ 
sition of his religious opinions, which will be a docu¬ 
ment of the greatest interest, as he is the chief of a 
very large party, and his opinions are much re¬ 
spected in Germany. He is considered one of the 
most profound scholars and theologians. As super¬ 
intendent or bishop here, I believe his income to be 
seven hundred pounds per annum. 

November Zrd. ,Went over to dine with Pastor 
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Hochgesang at Ulleben, who, here in Thuringia, not 
only passes, but really rich with forty pounds a 
year. A fine jolly fellow he is; his gude wife made 
some excellent tipple after dinner, of which I begged 
the recipe*. 

Nmemher Ath. Our gracious Sovereign’s mar¬ 
riage with Ilis Serene Highness Prince Albert and 
the Pickwick Papet's divide the {ittention of Gotha 
folks;—^fancy Pickwick in German—however, they 
say they enjoy it amazingly, much more than the 
apj)roachiug nui>tials, for they can’t bear the idea 
of the Prince going away, he is so universally be¬ 
loved here. 

I ventured to hint at the brilliant position of 
the Queen of England’s Consort. “ Coiunni^it 
Monsieur,” (indignantly replied one of the company,) 
“ j)osition brillante. Cela no lui manque pas! C’est 
un Due de Saxe; Tausend Sa])j)erment!” This of 
course was conclusive. 

Nownber bth. Dined at Court. Reigning Duke 
in most gracious manner has given me permission 


* For four persons—Eicr Punch. One pint of Rhine or French 
white wine, lialf a pint of water, a wine glass of nun, and half a pound 
of loaf sugar ; put these ingredients into a skillet over the fire, break 
eight eggs, and put the yolks, after slight beating, into a basin, tlie 
white to be beaten to froth (separately) : mix yolks of eggs with 
wine, &c,, and when it begins to boil, jwur over the white, and add 
a stpiceze of lemon. 

C' 
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to dedicate any little book I might write on Saxe 
Coburg Gotha, to his Serene Highness Prince Albert 
—shall not avail myself, however,^f the same, since 
it would look like toadyism —received at the same 
time permission to examine letters, &:c. in secret 
archives. 

Wrote to the different Pastors, requesting them 
to send me the peasants in their wedding costumes. 
Shall have them drawn, and if well done, shall add 
them to my sketches, &:c., for the album, which T 
intend laying at Her Majesty’s feet. 

November Qth. Went to the Shig Verein; about 
one hundred persons present, all amateurs; heard 
some good music, chiefly from Handel. Miss Bret- 
sqijneider’s voice as fine and highly cultivated as any 
prima donna. 

Curious enough, in this part of the world, except 
at balls, concerts, &c., the two sexes don’t meet. 
There is plenty of hospitality and much social inter¬ 
course, but when the gnddige Frau sees her female 
acquaintance, her lord and master is sent out for the 
evening, and when in his turn he invites his friends, 
the lady is non est inventa. 1 once I)y accident popped 
in at a ladies’ party, and in pure ignorance sat down 
—observed smiles and whispers, but did not take — 
inquired for Monsieur le Professeur—smiles and 
whisper tripled—to mend the matter, the lady of 
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tl«e house spoke very little French, and I scarce any 
(jerman—was offered some gateau de cerises, on a 
little plate, with 3 sharp-pointed knife, for here all 
the ladies used the knife as a fork also, digging the 
point into the morceaus after having cut them, and 
thus conveyed them to the mouth. 

Afterwards I heard what a solecism 1 had been 
guilty of in remaining, almost as bad as getting into 
a Harem in the East—apologized to the lady, who 
smiled graciously, said T need not be annoyed, for 
the ladies knew I was an Englander, which name in 
Cermany is a carte blanche for all kinds of eccentri¬ 
city—do the most extraordinary and absurd things 
possible, no one is surprised when they hear you are 
an England&i\ 

November 7th. Find the nobility here very agrec- 
abh^—^great sportsmen and great feeders, in short, 
good jolly fellows, not incumbered with learning, 
and, perhaps, arrogating a too great consequence 
from their high descent—excusable, however, since 
many of them ase. the Wangenheims, Branden- 
steins, Schlotlieims, &c., cau trace a i)ure descent of 
some six hundred years’ nobility. They never mix 
with the Bourgeois, and a Foreigner is all the better 
received, who has a de or some such handle to his 
patronymic. 

Spent delightful evening with Storck the novelist 

c2 
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—his Romances are much admired—fancy an author 
of reputation getting one hundred and fifty dollars 
(twenty pounds) for a three-volun/e romance. 

To-morrow, off for a fortnight into the forest to 
complete some sketches, legendary gleanings, &e. 

December 2nd. Returned from rambles—^ncws 
from England of Her Majesty’s intention to unite 
herself to His Serene Highness Prince Albert, de¬ 
lighted !—From what I have heard of His Serene 
Highness’s character, even among the poor foresters 
of Thuringia, who all have a kind word for him, our 
gracious Sovereign could not have made a more 
excellent choice, either for her own happiness or 
that of the country. I hear that both princes are 
now at Coburg. As the only Englishman in the 
Duke’s dominions, and having been so kindly treated, 
must go over and offer my humble congratulations 
to His Serene Highness. 

December 4tth. Started for Coburg by eilwagen 
—cold intense, snow two feet deej)—“ Conducteur ’* 
extremely curious to know my precise rank and 
object—in his own mind determined that 1 was an 
envoy from England, and Herr Baroned me to the 
n‘’'. On arrival, after fourteen hours’ journey, my 
friend made considerable bustle, hallooing out for 
Nummer Bins Zimmer fur den Jlerm Baroti, Ac. 
Bonifai • conferred a grade higher, and by the time 
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J got up to Zimmer Eins, I was Herr Graf, and 
occasionally Exc^Uenz in virtue of my presumed 
function of envoy. Having no objection to the best 
room and best of the larder, said nothing, only 
thought what a pity it was not a true bill. 

December hth. Sent my card to the Oher Hof 
Marschall Baron do Meyer—called on M. de Flor- 
schutz, formerly tutor to the princes—an amiable 
and intelligent gentleman—went over the library— 
the Duke’s collection of prints and engravings, one 
of the finest in the world—specimens from the 
earliest productions of the art, to^ present time, of 
all countries. Visited the Festung, now a keep or 
“ donjon,” which contains some of the finest speci¬ 
mens of boisserie, representing the wild boar hunts 
of the court, as conducted some centuries since. 
The Duke is laying out large sums of money in 
restoring this old castle, architecture being one of 
11 is Serene Highness’s favourite studies, and his 
taste is of the highest order, as witness the Chateaux 
of Reinhardsbrunn, Rosenau, the Oj)era houses at 
Gotha and Coburg, restoration of the Palace here, 
&c. 

Received invitation to a soirh at Her Serene 
Highness the Duchess’s—Prince Albert M^as unwell 
and was not of the party—the Hereditary Prince 
Ernest was there, lively and imafiected, full of 
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spirits, a determined sportsman—speaks linglisli 
well. I had been told that His ^erene Highness 
was austere and haughty—saw no signs of it—don t 
believe a word—^i)arty very agreeable—broke up at 
eleven. 

Decemher Qth. Called on Dr. Genslor, court 
preacher here. This gentleman cmfimied the two 
princes, and told me that ho had frequently admi¬ 
nistered the sacrament to the princes—mentioned 
these circumstances in answer to my queries refer¬ 
ring to paragraphs in English newspapers about the 
ducal family being Roman Catholic—ridiculous—^it 
is a fundamental law of the Duchy, that no Roman 
Catholic prince can reign, and in the case of the last 
Prince, Duke Frederick, he never held the reins of 
government, but merely the titk, from the circum¬ 
stance of his having changed to the Roman Catholic 
faith during long residence at Rome. 

Dr. Genslor made me a ]»rcsent of his biography 
of the reigning Duke, which ho told me 1 might rely 
upon for its authenticity. 

At Ncufess, near here, Rnckert, the celebrated 
German Orientalist, rcsidtjs on his patrimonial estate. 
His poetical works from blastern models have created 
for him a brilliant reputation. His profound erudi¬ 
tion in Eastern lore and his metrical skill combine 
to renuer his productions the most perfect in any 



VISIT TO THE PALACE. 


23 


European tongue. His Wisdom of the Brahmins^ 
Nala and Damafanti, Elu Seidt are the most popular 
of his production!. Invited to dine at the Palace— 
felt nervous as to what I should say by way of 
congratulation—so whilst rumbling along in the old 
coach prepared an impromptu address of congratula¬ 
tion on approaching nuptials of His Serene Highness 
the Prince—His Serene Highness acknowledged the 
compliment very graciously, and presented me to 
His Serene Highness the Prince, and although my 
expectations were very great, still they were more 
than realized. T hate praising princes because it 
appears all fudge, but I can’t help saying, that His 
Serene Highness’s manners are most elegant, and in 
person is enough to turn the heads of all women 
that are not blind, or wlio choose to cry sour grapes 
—dances to perfection—speaks English, French, 
and of c<.)urso German, thoroughly well—the Italian 
slightly—sings well, and in moments of leisure com¬ 
poses musical bagatelles — paints really weU, and 
what is better than all, his heart is in the riglit 
place—of this fact I have liad repeated proofs; a 
proj)os to this, I give part of a letter from Professor 
Millinet, Poet Laureat here. 
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LE PRINCE ALBERT. 

Si le due regnant de Cobourg Gotha a la taille d’HcrcuIc 
on de Thesve, son fils Albert a celle d’Antinoiis on d’Hip- 
pol 3 rte. 11 est rare do voir un plus beau jcune homme: 
‘ traits nobles ct reguliers, physionoraie avenanto ot spiritu- 
clle, yeux bleus, mais vifs et remplis d’esprit, une foret do 
cheveux cliatains, et tout ce physique distingue, entoure 
d’une atmosphere d’elegance, de poesie, de lumiere. Or, ct 
ceci n’est pas phrase banale, or cetto beaute, jointo aux 
avantages d’une illustrc naissanco, sont les tnoiridres (jualites 
du jeiine prince, qui fat il le fils du dernier dcs sujets de 
son pore, fixerait bion cortainement I’attcntion de tout le 
monde par sa tournuro, par un riche fonds do oonnaissanccs 
solides, et par la droiture de son caractert. Le Prince 
Albert a re 9 U, ct ce Qui plus est, il a su inettre ii profit uiio 
education tout-a-fait intcllectuclle: parlez-)ni Latin, Fran- 
^ais. Anglais, Italien, il vous repondra av;c facilite dans 
toutes ces langues; parlez-lui politique, jurisprudence, 
sciences naturellc.s, physique, chimie, aniiquites arcb io- 
logie,—vous lo trouverez en pays do conna!.=isance; il jic'c 
non on automate proneur, niais on peitsoi judicioiix. A\cc 
ccla le jcune prince cxcellc dans tons les ar-tf, <ragremciit. 
II e.st pcintre; rappellez-vous le portrait do Ficsco qiie vous 
avez vu dans les appartements do Mad. )a Duchcs.se doiui- 
riere; il est musicien, je possede trois cahiers de romances 
qu'il s'est plu a composer; il aims la poesie, ct tournc de 
tres jobs vers. Ajoutez a to'it cela, quo lo prince dan.so 
comme un ange, qu’il monte A cheval comme un diablc, 
qu’il nago comme un dauphin, qu’il patine comme un dandy 
d’Hollande, et vous conviendrez qu’un jeunc homme do 
cetto treinpc, pourrait a rigour sc passer de toutc princcrie, 
pour fairc raffolcr do lui toutes les femmes du monde, sans cn 
c.\ccptdr ncinc une Keino d’Anglctcrrc. 



PRINCE ALBERT. 


25 


Whs placed next to His Serene Highness the 
Prince at table, who conversed very affably; told 
me some anecdotes of Ilis Highness’s grand-father, 
the Duke Augustus. Spoke in the most flattering 
terms of England, and of the pleasure he had expe¬ 
rienced during his residence in the capital. 

December 7th. Called this afternoon on Baron 
do Carlowitz, prime minister; found liim smoking 
his pipe over a glass of beer, joined in tlic process. 
Th(^ Baron gave me an account of his journey with 
the Princes, down the Danube, from Vienna to 
Pesth; the ca])tain of the steamer, said he, was a 
great bear, eiu grober kerf, and or«lercd all the passen¬ 
gers about .smis cth'emnme. His Serene Highness 
Prince Albert took out his sketch-book, and made a 
crof]vis >o like, that the captain beggeil it for his 
frnu, which request being granted, he tlid the polite 
the remainder of the voyage. 

lieceived the following four lines, conq>osed by a 
Cotha ])oei, who, like his brethren, has more golden 
dreams than ducats. The Prince, in consideration of 
this, and hearing that the ])oor devil had a wife and 
children, sent him forty napoleons, which beats Fer- 
dousi’s poem at a piece of gold for every line;— 
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VICTORIA. 

Vincitur Alberto Victoria, Parta^Britannis, 

Saxo Tibi Princeps Regia Palma datur, 

Victorom Albertum Victrix Victoria vincit, 

Vincit Amor Victrix Victaque causa placet. 

December %th. Invited to ceremony of pro¬ 
clamation of the marriage of His Serene Highness 
Prince Albert with Her Majesty. About three 
hundred persons were assembled in the Palace of 
Ehrenberg, from Austria, Prussia, Saxony, Hesse, 
including deputations from the Corporations of 
Gotha and other towns, who presented addresses of 
congratulation. All in uniform, some of which were 
magnificent. I know not when I have seen a more 
brilliant sight*. When Baron de Carlowitz had 
read the proclamation, the Duke embraced his son, 
and the Duchess next imprinted on his forehead the 
kiss of fond affection, while, in every eye, one read 
the heartfelt wish, that all the parents’ fondest, 
proudest wishes might be fully realized. One hundred 
and ninety persons partook of the hospitality of the 
Duke’s table in the Riesen Saal or Giant’s Hall, and 
a more sumptuous or splendid entertainment conhl 
not be imagined. Tlioloud and cordial cheers, which 


* iiu sld any one have read these Hues heloiv, I beg to say that 
I wrote to the Morninf/ (J/imiiclc this description at the time. 
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the health of England’s Queen brought forth, with 
an enthusiasm t^at all the forms of etiquette and 
courtly ceremonies could not restrain, were, to an 
Englishman’s ears, more grateful than sweetest- 
harmony, and when the band struck up “God save 
the Queen,” confound it! I piped my eye. Must 
not omit to record a circumstance characteristic of 
the Prince. By his order the people were admitted 
during dinner into the Ricsen Saal, to see the 
assembled company, and hundreds profited by the 
permission. Old and young, peasants from the 
hills, of all classes, walked about without the 
slightest restraint to their evident enjoyment*; and 
to hear their exclamations, the blessings they 
invoked on their beloved prince and his august 
parents, was a more elo(|uent and sterling panegyric 
than volumes could express. Ach sehen Sie! Unscr 
Durchlaiichtige Filrst; Edler Fiirst; Und die Fiinfinn, 
wie gldnzmd geschmucht; Aeh, wie schdn ist nkht 
Fiirst Albert f luid so gut—so gut voie er schdn ist; 
Freilich, er ist ein liebenswiirdiger Prinz! 

The old servants of his august parents can’t talk 
of him without tears in their eyes. I quite won the 
heart of Intendant Zella, because I so cordially 
echoed his j)raiscs of the Prince. Sent an account 
of this ceremony and baiujuct to the Morning Chro~ 
nicle. 
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December lOife. Grand concert at court: Drouet, 
the celebrated flute-player, wlio is^hapel-niastcr to 
the Duke, conducted. All the court took part, the 
Duchess' and his Serene Highness Prince Albert: 
each had solo parts. The Prince has a very good 
voice, and sings in a very unaffected pleasing man¬ 
ner. All went off veiy well. 

December \Qth. Returned to Gotha, highly 
pleased with my visit to Coburg. Found the fol¬ 
lowing interesting document from Dr. Bretschneider 
on my table, which will be read with the decj)est 
interest; but I do not wish it to be considered that 
I agree with the learned Doctor’s views. 

Legi, clarissituo Stanford, qua) do me et do mea theo- 
logia in pagella, quam tibi reinitto, scripsisti, (jua) autoiu 
non prorsus justa sunt. Quod ad me quidem moa<iuc 
scripta attinct, conferas velim libruin, Conversatioin Lexi¬ 
con^ sub titulo nominis mei, quem librum tibi dabit claris- 
simus VV iistemannus, Gynmasii nostri doctor. 

Doctrina autem mca sic so babet. 

Docco, esse revclationcm divinam, i. e., numen supre- 
mum immediate, ut loquuntur, efficacem esse in hominum 
animis, ut notiones veras do rebas ad religioneni spectaii- 
tibus iis peppediset; quam Dei efficaciam, insj)irationeni a 
theologis dictam, puto locum habuissc ab antiquissiinis 
tomporibus, et sesc conspicuam fecissc per interpretes, cpios 
Deus suscitavit et certis temporibus missit, ut in animis 
hominum cxcitarent ideas cas, quibus religionis ambitus 
circuinscri itur. Ejnsmodi inter))retes fucrunt Abrahamns, 
Moses. Piophcta;, deni<|ue Christus, summus rcrum di\i- 
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narnm doctor, per qviem omnis doctrina divina absoluta est. 
Absolvitor autein ideis de Deo, ejus perfectiono, operibus, 
ct gubcrnatione ; ^le homine ad Dei imagincm formato, de 
lege divina sive perfectiono mentis humanse, de bono 
supremo, de familia sive regno Dei, de Ecclesia, de gratia 
divina, de prajmiis et poenis, et de vita iramortali. Has 
ideas Deus non uno actu omnes in mente Lominum exci- 
tavit, sed certo ordine, ncque eas ab omni parte absolutas, 
sed primum minus, postea magis et uberius explicatas. 
Per Abrahamum tradita est idea Dei unius, creatoris et 
gubernatoris mundi; per Mosem idea Icgis divinse ct cultus 
Dei et regni divini, quae idea) a prophetis magis magis(jue 
expositae sunt. Per Christum dciii<iuo tradita est idea 
gratife divina) ct vitfc irnmortalis. Omnes idea) de rebus 
divinis a Christo sunt absoluta). Dgim docuit, non esse 
tutorem familia), ut eum veuorabatur Abraham, neque ut 
Israelita) juitabant, tutorem unius gentis, sed patrem omnium 
gentium et hoininum. Porro regnmn Dei non absolvi fa- 
inilia aliijua, neque gente, sed toto genero humano; cultum 
Dei non adstrictum esse ad locum sacrum, neque cerni in 
quibusdam ritibus, sed animo colendum esse numcn perfec- 
tissimum. Dcurn docuit esse non solum creatorem ct domi- 
num omnium rcrum, sed etiam numcn pcrfectissimum, ejus- 
que legem non solum spectare actiones hominum, sod etiam 
animi seusus, hominemquo ei obsequi debere non mctu 
poenarum coactus vcl spe proemiorum permotus, sed amore 
porfcctionis diutius, qui amor si homo co ducitur, est ejus 
libertas. Acccssit autem ideis, quibus religio absolvitur, 
per Christum idea vita) irnmortalis, sublata ilia vctcre opi- 
nione de loco inferno, in quo manes detineantur. Docuit 
cnim hominum animum post mortem in ccelum assurgere, 
i.e., in alium mundum transire. Quod voro attinet ad 
pra)mia et poenas futuras, equidom ilia non tantum in com- 
probatiouo conscientia) recti, neciue Ivvs solum iu reprohen- 
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sione consciontia) pravorum pono, sod puto prsemia et poenas 
etiam pendere a iiatura mundi et ab externa conditione, 
quas nobis a summo judice, past mo#tem adsignabitur. 
Spiritum nostrum ollm in solis orbem venturum esse, etc., 
non docui. Fieri id quidem posse non nego, sed nemo 
mortalium ea de re certi quid definire potest. Sufficit scire, 
nos corpore abjecto nasci ex Dei gratia denuo, ut in alio 
longe pr%stantiore mundo vivamus*. 

Tnformatio ideas nuniinis porfectissirai pendet ab infor- 
matione totius mundi creati. Quanquam euim ratio hu> 
mana Dei ideam fonnat, taraen in intclligcnda summa por- 
fectiono adstricta est cognitioni de rebus creatis, sive de 
rcrum uuiversitate. Deus enim et raundus sunt notioncs 
correlatae, ut loquuntur pbilosopbi, unde sequitur, ideam 
Dei in monte hqmini^ pari tantum passu posse formari cutn 
sciciitia rerum omnium. Eteuim quid sit summa potcstas 
Dei monte comprehendl non potest, nisi cognitum liabes 
mundi ambitum rerumque creatarum amplitudinem; necpio 
cojicipi potest idea suramic sapientiac et benignitatis, nisi 
pcrspecta rerum creatarum natura et compage et intellecto 
rerum omnium ordine pulcherrimo. Nccesse igitur erat. 
ut Deus in tradendis ideis veritatis, sese accommodarct sin¬ 
gulis temporibus scientia) de rerum universitate, quam sibi 
homines comparaverant, et cognitioncm reruin divinarum 
crescere asquali modo (juo rcrurn creatarum scientia crescit, 
Cui Icgi adstricta ctium cst rovclatio divina, qua; igitur 
diversis temporibus, (^uasi per gradus facta, et involuta est 
imaginibus ct placitis liominum ingcnio accommodatis, sed 
e quibus tamen, cresccntc scientia rerum omnium, veritas 
cvolvi quasi potuit, qua; unice tenenda est. Sic Juda;orum 


* This ro-fi rs to an iutercstiiifi; conver&ition I had with tlie learned 
1 )o(‘tor on tlie subject of a future stiite. 
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opinio do resurrectione carais transitum fecit ad intelli- 
gendam post veram notionem vitae aeternae, quam nos 
tonemus. 

* Quod ad scripturam sacrara attinet, reprobandam puto 
veterum theologorum opinionem, Spiritum Sanctum scrip- 
sisso litcras sacras, ot scriptures sacros tantam spiritus fuisse 
instrumenta. Statuo autem, comprehensam esse libris 
sacris historiam et argumentura verse revalationis divinae. 
Codex sacer non est ipsa revelatio, sed revelatio est in codico 
sacro, ct ox eo cognoscenda. Ex argumento literarum 
sacrarum ea autem tantum pertinent ad doctrinam revela- 
tam, quae referenda sunt ad ideas, quibus omnis rcligio 
absolvitur. Humanac rationis est judicaro ea de re, ot 
debet ratio humana scripturam non solum interpretari, sed 
otiam ejus argumeiitum ad doctrinam r^ligionis referro. 

Itatio enim humana, i.c., ilia facultas, qua ideas sivo 
notioncs perfectissinii furmanms, vorum cognoscimus, bonum 
volumus, pulcliruin sontimus et diligimus, non est corrupta 
ullo modo, sed Integra. Homo nascitur neque bonus nequo 
pravus, sed facultatc instructus verum, bonum ct pulchrum 
videndi amandi(iue, quae facultus disciplina cxcolenda est. 
Opinio enim theologorum, qua statuuut naturam hominis 
per Adami peccatum penitus corruptam et ad ornne bonum 
ineptam factam esse, inerum commeutum est, omni scrip¬ 
ture saersB auctoritate dcstitutumf. 

Subtilissimam illam Ecclcsioe doctrinam de tribus per- 
sonis incomplotoe subsisteutiae in unitato ossentiae divinae, 

* These opinions of the learned Brotsehneider are of a hold charac¬ 
ter, but wo cannot help admiring the clearness and precision of his 
distinctions. 

t The doctrine of “ Original Sin” is very hritfiy denied. No 
one, however, c.-vn complain of want of candour in the Doctor’s 
exposition. 
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sive de triiiitate in unitate, missam quidem facio, quippe 
seculo quarto et quinto e disputationibus philosophicis 
natain et literarum sacrarum fundameifto destitutam, sed 
teneo scriptural siniplicem docrinam de Deo patre, Christo 
ejus filio et Spiritu Sancto*. Christum onim haboo non 
tantum'Messiam, a Deo per prophetas Veteri Testamenti 
proinissum servatorem hominum, sed etiam hlium Dei, divi- 
nam iina^ineni in hominis forma referontem, missum a Deo 
patre, ut nos Dei filios, et hncredes salutis aeternai facoret, 
quod vivendo, docendo, agendo, patiendo, morieudo, resur- 
gondoquc efficit. Neque nego Christum miracula (ut lo- 
quuntur) patrassc, sed id solum nego, miracula esse idoiiea 
documenta vcrae revelatiouis. 

Libellus denicjue meus, inscriptus Liber Haro a Sandau^ 
CO fine a me cxaratus.est, ut Romano-Catholici ab odio erga 
nos concepto avocarcntur, nos non pro luereticis et damnatis 
a Deo habcreut, neque cjcco iinpetu omnia, quie Papa in 
allocutionibus, bullis docretis suis dicat, jiro Dei cujusdam 
cffato haberent, sed potius sibi jjersuaderent, Pontificis 
decreta indigcre ubiquo suffragio Ecclesioc, auti(iuiora dccreta 
de hsercticis, scripta quondam ox supcrbia et tomeritatc 
Pontificuin, non ad Evangelicos applicanda, imo utri(juc 
Ecclcsia), et Roinanai et Evangclica?, jiaria jura in Germa¬ 
nia necessario concedenda, Deoque abstincndum esse ab im- 
pudcntc postulatione, uti omnes libcri in matrimonio mixto 
(ut loquuntur) nati adscribantur castris catholicorum. 

Habes, vir clarissiine, brevem earurn, quae doceo, dcli- 
neationcm, qua uti, ut tibi placet, jam tui arbitrii est. Vale. 

D. Carolus Riietschnkider. 

Goihwi d. 5 Nov., 1839. 

* The “missam quulem fucio” i)lain]y shows the Doctor’s 
sentiments on tlio mystery of the Holy Trinity, and, in conjunction 
with the “ simplicem doftrinam," can lead us but to one conclusion. 



LETTER FROM DR. BRETSCHNEIDER. 33 

Addo pi-seterea hoc de librorum symbolicorum auctori- 
tate. Licet lilcclesias facere confcgsioucs fidei, ut appellant, 
easquo promulgare, undo auctoritatoin oxtcrnam si histori- 
cani accipiuiit; non licet Ecclesiae earn doctrinam posteris 
ut legem sive uorniam credeudorum vel doceudorum impo- 
nere. Ubi enini' hoc fit, dcscritur summum Ecclesia: uostrse 
principiuin, scripturam sacram solam esse uormani ac rcgu- 
1am credeudorum et doceudorum. Jusjurandum, igitur, 
quo doctores in credendo ot doccndo adstringuntur ad nor- 
inam librorum symbolicorum, per so nullum est. Cujus- 
cunquo coufessionis vel symboli auctoritas interna uititur eo, 
(juod rofert cxactam imagincm doctrinae, quaj viget in 
Ecclesia oo tempore, <iuo confessio facta est. Quod si igitur 
Ecclesia postea a priori sentcntia i-ecedit et verioraintclligit, 
evanoscit auctoritas librorum symbolicorum in omnibus 
doctrinse capitibus, in ([uibus sententia communis hominum, 
Ecclesiam efiiciontiurn, immutata est. 


* Rooasti me, clarissime doctissime<juc Stanford, ut 
qusedam de studiis meis tibi scriberem, et judicium mourn 
de libro Ilugonis Jacobi Rosse, Augli, The State of the Vro- 
testant lietifion in Germany^ paucis verbis tibi exponereiu: 
cui utrique dcsiderio tuo libeiiter satis feci. 

Quum nemo esse possit verus thcologus, nisi bene didi- 
ccrit linguas vetorum et philosophiam recto cognoverit, ut 
non solum scripturam sacram recto interpretari, scd etiam 
cjus dictis recto uti seiat: primuin omnium oporam impcndi 

philoiogiee sacrse et philosophise. UtranKiue, et philoso¬ 
phiam ot philologiam, ct postea etiam theologiam per trieii- 
nium docui in Academia W. Lebergensi usque ad annum 


* This is the second letter I received from Dr. Bretschneider ; if 
possible, of greater intei-est than the first. 


1) 
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1807, quo Academia ilia per bellum a Napoleonc motum, 
Bcdibus suis cxpulsa est, Singularem librum de rebus phi- 
losophicis non scripsi, sed quid statuam ipse, quidque do 
Kantii, Ficbtii, Schellingi, Hegolii placitis judicem, ex 
libris meis dogmaticis quisque, cujus hsec nosso interest, 
facile intelligero potest. 

Quod ad pliilologiam sacram attinet, edidi, ut quao 
minoris momenti sunt taceam, Lexici in IntcrprctesGra'Cos 
Vet. Testani., maxime Scriptures Apocryphos Specimen, 
Lips. 1805-8. Liber Jesu Siracidae Grajce, perpetua Anno- 
tatione Illustratus; Ratisbonae, 1806. Primarius autem 
liber, ex quo principia interpretatioiiis, quae scciuor, cognosci 
possunt est: Lexicon Manuale in Graeco-Latinum in Libros 
Novi Test., quod primum edidi, Lips., 1824, et quod nunc 
tertia vice emendatym et auctum prodiit Lij^siae, 1840. 
Ilia enim parum subtilis et parum vora intorpretandi ratio, 
quam babes in V. Schleussneri Lexico N. Test., nunc in 
Germania fere obsoleta est, neque vix ab ullo N. T. intcr- 
prctc, si discedis a Tholuckio, llalensi, rctinetur. Subti- 
liora interpretandi praecepta exposita babes pra; cjcteris in 
Wineri (Tbeologi Lipsiensis) Gramraatica Novi Test., in 
Fritsebii cominentariis in Evang. Mattluci et IM irci et in 
Epistolam ad Romanos, et in Scbulzii (Vralislaviensis), 
Fritzscbii, (Halensls), de Wettii (Basilccnsis), libris exe- 
getivis et pbilologicis. 

Quod ad tbeologiam dogmaticam attinet, mea non solum 
sed etiam aliorum tbeologorum et pbilosopborum placita 
cognosces ex meo, Handbuck der Dogmatik dcr Evangc- 
liscb-Lutberiscben Kircbe, II Voll. edit. 4ta., Lips. 1838-9, 
et bistoriam dogniatum in nostra Ecclesia indc a Lutberi 
temporibus expositam babes in libro meo: Systematisebe 
Entwickelung aller in der Dogmatik vorkommendon Ro- 
griffe, edit. 3tia, Lips. 1825-8. 

Quum Napoleonic inipcrio delete et restituta in Ger- 
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mania pace secta theologorum in nostra Ecclesia omergeret, 
qui ad placita praeteritorum soculorum et ad desortaa scho- 
lasticorum doctrinas defloctebant, et theologos saniores ct 
subtiliores*, quos Rationalistas appellabant, non argumen- 
tis, sed criminationibus atrocissimis pctebant, eosquo apos- 
tatas a Christiana doctrina diiFamabant, itenique ad cos vi 
cxpellendos ex Ecclesia laicorum vulgus et principes eorum- 
quo amicoB concitabant: tarn foedo conatui mo fortiter 
opposui editis quibusdam scriptis, quorum pr 0 ecij)ua sunt: 
Send Schrcibon an cincii Staatsmann iiber die Frage: ob 
cvangclische Regicrungcn gcgen den llationalisnius ein- 
zuschrei ton habcn? Lips. 1H.’30 edit., (quod negatur); 
item: Ucbcr die Grundpriiizipien der evangtdischeu Theo- 
logio, Altcnburg, 1832. Porro: die Theologio und die 
Revolution, odor: die tlieologischen* Riclitungon unscrcr 
Zcit in ihrem b^inilusso auf den politischcn und sittlichcn 
Zustrand dor Vijlkcr, Lips. 1835-8. In his libellis non 
solum naturam reccntioris thcologiaj in Germania exposui, 
sed id pnccipue docere studui, ut intclligerctur, illam theo- 
logiarn, sivo Rationalismum, non ortam esse ex tomeraria 
aliqua novarum rerum cupidino, sed ex omnium omnino 
rerum subtiliori et ampliori cognitionc, ad quas notioncs 
thcologicas rcforre necesso sit. Quum igitur civis vester, 
•{•Ilugh James Rose, temere lidom habcns hominibus cujus- 
dam illius secta), clamorcs vanos <lo pcste theologica in Ger¬ 
mania grassante, ad vestros otiam homines pcrferrct in 
libro: The State of the Protestant lleligion in Germany: 
adversus ilium qnoqne edidi libcllum, qnem tibi hie mitto. 


* Wc fear the llev. H. J. Rose’s definition of [lationiilists and 
“ theologos saniores et sul)tiliores ” would not tally well together. 

t It would appear that the llev. H. J. Rose got into the luinds of 
the “ Pietists.” 
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ut ilium, si vis in Angliam tecum aufcras*. Ejus sumina 
est, Rosam, oivem ve8trum,.rem theologicara, qualis ost in 
Germania, prorsus ignorare, igiturque personam coeci do 
coloribus narrantem et judicantem egisse, et ab amico 
aliquo suo, quern de tlieologia Gorinanica consulucrit, in 
tetros et graves orrores inductum esse. Longum est, sin¬ 
gula, quie contra Rosas librum niouui, hie porscribere. 
Pauca attingam. 

Quod fabulatur, esse familiam tlieologorum in Ger¬ 
mania, qui pestis instar omnia, quee in rcligiono vora, sacra 
et sancta sint evertere studeant, id prorsus ineptum est; ad 
illam familiam pertinere Kuiuoelium, Rosenmullerum, 
Doederlinum, Steiubartum, Ammonium, ridiculum est. 
Fuorunt utique in Germania quidam, qui religionem Chris- 
tianam divinam esse negarent, et tantum religionem natu- 
ralem, i. e., qua) ex philosophia hauriatur, admitterent, 
sinmlque historian! revelationis diviiiae in scriptura sacra 
iinpugnarcnt, ut Reimarus, Wiinsch (auctor libri Horns), 
Paalzovius, Venturini, Hund-Radowsky, Bahrdtius aliiquo 
anonyini, sed hi, pra)ter Bahrdtium, qui uuo muucre cccle- 
siastico destitutus est, non erant theologi. Sed laici, et 
theologi potius rem Christianam adversus eorum crimi- 
nationcs defenderunt. Hauserunt autera illi homines sua 
noil ex scriptis nostrorum tlieologorum, sed ex libris A nglu- 
riim, Tindalii, Chubbii, Woolstoui, I’ainii, etc., et Frauco- 
Gallorum, Voltarii, Ronssovii, aliorumque. Hos misero 
commiscuit Rosa vester cum theologis, qui Rationalistae 
dicunt, qui Jesum legatum Dei utique habent, in scriptura 
sacra verbum Dei verum et {eternum contineri credunt, 
Christum profitentur mundi Servatorem et in ejus Ecclesia 


* We liad inten<lcd giving a translation of this work, with our 
own observations, and may do so now in a future pul>lioation. 
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disciplinam salatis, divinitus datam, agnoscunt, sed siraul 
persuasum habent, esse rationis humanee ofBcium, non 
solum scripturam sacram interpretari, sed etiam do sen- 
tontia librorum sacrornm judicium ferre, et quserere, quid 
in scriptura sacra ad divinam et seternam veritatero, 
igiturque ad religionem veram referendum sit nec ne, quia 
scriptura non solum divina, sed etiam Humana, non solum 
religionis doctrinam, sed etiam historias, non solum absolute 
vera, sod etiam hominum antiquissimorum placita et 
opiniones contineat. Neque distinxit Rosa inter eonjec- 
tiiras, opiniones vel opinationes theologorum, et inter 
eorum doctrinam, quam sequuntur et quam, ne dicam 
oinnes, tamen multi, vel pluriini sequuntur. 0])inione8 et 
conjecturas proponere apud nos licitum est, sed inde non 
sequitur, ejusmodi opiniones etiam psobari et in doctrinam 
theologorum abire, ut Rosa arbitratus est. Imo ubicunquc 
ejusmodi nova opinio emergit, statim exsurgunt judices 
docti, illamque e.xamini subjiciunt et refutant. Exemplo 
tibi sit liber, qui nupcr prodiit, das Leben Jesu Kritiseli 
bcarbeitet von Dr. David Friedrich Strauss. Tubingne, 
II Voll. Is cverterc conatus est tidcm narrationum Evan- 
golistanim dc .Tcsu vita. Sed non solum coactus est, sese 
munere tlicologico abdicarc, sed etiam exsurrexcrunt 
theologi omnium partiiim contra ilium, et docte et sub- 
tiliter hunc librniu, magno aciuuino scriptuui, refutaruut, 
ita ut, Straussiuo ipse iu tertia libri sui editioue, pcrmulta 
antea dicta rotractarc permoveretur*. 

Rosa, igitur, vaster omnia, qufu unquam laici homines 
adversiis religionem Christianam protulerint, theoloais ger- 
luauicis tribuens, opiniones (|ualescun(|uc et a quocunquo 
prulatas arripicus, nccjuo enrans, an tbcologi ejusmodi 
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somnia, probaverint aut impugnaverint, et sit adversissinia, 
vera et falsa, sana et inepta, salubria ot veneiia, moras 
conjecturas ot opiniones a nemino probatas, et doctriiiaui 
probatam, in unam catenara, ut Magae, in fabula do Mac- 
betho, conjicions, banc niastara foedara Anglis suis oston- 
dens, exclamavit: Eu ! theologiam protcstantimn in Ger¬ 
mania ! Item in eo graviter erravit Kosa, quod opinatuH 
est, ministros verbi divini suas vel aliorum qualescuiKjuc 
opiniones theologicas populo e cathedra Ecclcsijc, et ))ucris 
in scholis proponere, quod no unus, quoin sciam, thcolo- 
gorum unquam fecit*. Imo licne distinguunt opiniones et 
doctrinam salutareni, et ea docent, missis opinionibus scho- 
lasticorum, qua; pcrsuasionem de veritato religiouis Chris¬ 
tiana; alero, mores craendare, animum consolari et hominum 
iidem ot obsequium,. Deo, Christo, et scriptura; sacra; 
habendum, firmare possuut. Quod sic sc habere, cognosci 
potest ex innurneris sermonibus sacris, publico editis. 

Ineptc igitur dixit llosa vester: “nostros thcologos 
veram protestantiam naturam et piwrogativam in co ponerc, 
quod Ecclesia nostra potestatom habest, sua dccrcta et dog¬ 
mata semper mutandi," quam inauditam pro])ositiuncm ex 
dicto Schroeckhii nostri, (in cjushistoriacmciiflationissacro- 
rum) male intcllecto haussit, quum illc tantum hoc dixerit, 
thcologis nostris liccrc, jd.T,cita thoologica, a m.ijoribus 
accepta, examini subjicerc, eacpie, ubi errorcs in iis cognovc- 
rint, emendare. Id ipsum est <iuod fecerunt Luthorus, 
Calvinus, etc,, quodqno ipsi libri syrnbolici Ecclcsiie nostrau 


* From my own knowledge of the German divines, I must agree 
with the learned writer liere. In their i)ul)li(; ministry they adhere 
strictly to tlie ‘‘Dogmatik, ’ hut whether there he not an cstAeric 
and emerifi system, one doctrine for tlic people and another lor 
(he sclioliir, one for the pulpit and another for tlie closet, admits of 
inquiry. 
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probant et pormittunt. Oinnino autein Rosa vester ignoraro 
videtur quod interest inter roligionem et thoologiam, et 
eandem revcrentiam, quaj religioni unice debetur, theologiae 
quoquo vindicaro vult, quumtamenjamdoctores ecclesiastici 
priorum seculorum, quos Rosa magistros veras theologiae 
veneratur, ut Clemens Ronianus, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Justinus Martyr, Origenes, Ireuaeus, thoologiam sive 7 vwo-tK 
a religione sive 'irlarei recto distinxerint, et fidem tantum 
ad rcligionis sive tj;? iricTews decreta adstrinxerint, theo¬ 
logiae autem sive ’yvwaem placita judicio doctorum per- 
misserint. Neque, ut Rosa putat, usum rationis in theolo- 
gia roprobarunt, sod potius admisscrunt. Sod haechactcnus 
do Rosa, qua) ubcrius exposita habes in libcllo tibi misso. 

Fuit mihi etiam, et est adhiic ccrtaincn cum Romano- 
Catholicis, (jui, restituta pace publica, denuo crecta scdo 
pontificia ct Jcsuitis in vitam rovocatis, Ecclcsiam uostram 
ccepermit onini niodo iinpugnare et nostros ad sua sacra 
callido pertrahcrc. Quibus conatibus opposui librum, non 
sine Iructu a nostris ct catholicis Icctum: Heiirich und 
Antonio, oder die Pronclyten der romisehen und der eran- 
gelhchen Kirche. Crotlim, 182(>, edit. 4ta, 1<S31. Item, 
qiiuru curia Roinana in nuperrima causa Archiepiscopi 
Coloniensis odiosissima decreta contra haereticos in nos, ut 
a Christo alienos et gcona) devotos, deiuxo dirigerct et bellum 
atrocissimum nobis indiccret, ut obviam ircm odio erganos 
in catholicorum animis incenso, alium librum cdidi, 
inscriptum: Der Freiherr non Sandau, oder die gemisckte 
Ehe, <[ui produit incuntc anno 18.*)9, ct nunc quarta vice 
recusus est. 

Deniquo iudc ab anno 1833 edendis actis diurnis, res 
ecclcsiasticas iiarrantibus {A llgeneine Kirchenzeitiing) pra)- 
fui ct prasum, siniubpio din occupatus sum in adornanda 
nova editiono opcrum Lutheri, Melanthonis, Calvini. Coe- 
pcrunt prinium prodirc Opera Philippi Melanthonis, ct 
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quidem ante omnia ejus epistolaj, judicia, consilia, scripta 
publica et privata, quorum niagna pars, fere duo millia. 
antea lucem non viderant, quaj ex manuscriptis bibliothe- 
carum Germanise, Helvetia}, Borussia), Suecise, Gallia; 
undique collegi-inscriptus est hie liber: Corpus Reformato- 
rum^ et in specie: Philippi Melanthonis Opera qine super- 
sunt omnia. Vol. I—VI. Halis Saxonum, 1834—18.39, 
4ta. maj.* Si homines docti in Anglia hujus collectionis 
scriptorum Melanthonis notitiam nondum habcant, velirn 
ut eos ea do re certiores facias panels verbis, ephemeridibus 
pnblicis inferendis. Quisquis enim historiam emendationis 
sacrorum accurate et docto cognoscere voluerit, is neccssaria 
haec Melanthonis scripta, quorum magna pars nunc prinium 
prodiit, inspicere debet. 

Addidi his libris tabulam, effigiem meam non male, ut 
puto, reprsesentantem et aliquot abhinc annis faetam. 

Vale, clarissime Stanford, mihicpie fave. 

D. Cak. Gotti,. BnETSoiixEinKii. 

Gotha\ d. 4 Dec., 1839. 

Addo pra;tcrea librum, in quo edldi Joanni.' Calvini, 
Theodori Beza;, Jlcnrici IV. Regis, alioruinquc literas 
nondum editas, et rogo ut Imnc libcllum in mei memoriam 
benevolo accipias. 


Am disgusted to read tlie absurd tilings written 
about the Ducal Family in Englisli newspajiers. 

How absurd it i.s to read the invontioiKs of the 
journaIi.sts a.s to Ili.s Serene ITighne,ss Prince Albert 

• We willingly flniw the attention of English divines to lliis 
work, Corph Refonnatunm, 
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and our gracious Queen having been brouglit up 
together, and shared the same studies and pastimes, 
when the seeds of that affection were sown, &c., and 
such like stuff; whereas the Prince and Her Majesty 
saw each other for the first time in May, 1836, when 
the Duke, with the two princes, paid a visit to the 
Court of St. James. 

And again, how fu’some the flattery heaped 
upon the Prince, who is the last person to be pleased 
Avith anything of the kind. The list of attainments 
given by one author is only comparable to that of a 
modern boarding-school, or a “geo-thoo-j»hilo-ma- 
tliico-all-and-everything academy.” His universality 
throAvs the admirable Crichtoji into the shade— 
classics, classical literature, moral jdiilosophy, inathe- 
Tuatics, politics, political economy, history, statistics, 
ornamental accomjdishinents. Ac., Ac.. Ac. 

Why this learn<>d biograjdier did not a<ld a 
knoAvledge of chemistry, anatomy, obstetrical science, 
find a hundred other things as pertinent as 
is best known to himself. 

January l .v/. Inauguration of opera house: Jiero 
Dronrt condnetod. Ojiera, Robert le Dinhle; orches¬ 
tra capital; singifig A’ery good; scenery, decorations, 
costumes, &c, sujierb. The Duke sjiends about 
eighty thousand dollars yearly (twelve thousand 
pounds) to ke('}> up the opera, ifi addition t(» re¬ 
ceipts of the house. 
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Grand masqued ball at opera. Their Herene 
Highnesses Duke and Duchess, Princes Albert 
and Ernest, Prince of Leiningen, Prince of Wurtcm- 
burg. Lord Torrington, Colonel Grey. There was a 
beautiful tableau performed of Ernest the Pious and 
his Consort, his seven sons with their wives. 

January 24th. Invited to ceremony of installa¬ 
tion of Ilis Serene Highness the Prince as Knight 
of the Garter; to which succeeded a grand banquet 
of one hundred and sixty persons. Ball in the 
evening; in fiict, during the whole month there has 
been a series of bfills and festivities. 

January ^dth. His Serene Highness Prince 
Albert took his leave of Gotha, accompanied by tlie 
Duke and Hereditary Prince—not a few tears shed 
—^the poor Duchess Dowager Avas inconsolable. 
Before the Prince left, he made distribution of his 
property, about three thousand pounds per annum, 
in jiensions to his former tutors, masters, and ser¬ 
vants, and amongst the poor of the duchy. 

February 20M. Invited to a soirt% at Her 
Serene Highness the reigning Duchess'. Her Serene 
Highness inspected my album; and, encouraged by 
Her Highness’s favourable ojtinion, sent it off* the 
following day for Buckingham Palace. Began to 
make preparations for breaking up camp. Called to 
take leav of my A^orthy friends. 

Was invited to i\ farewell, .snyper by that dear old 
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man Fredmck Jacobs'. All the savam were present. 
Found on my plate at the supper-table, 

Sit gentle stranger here, 

And partake of this iny modest meal. 

Although nearly ninety years of age, his faculties 
are as [)orfect as his disposition is amiable. Must 
give the following anecdote, so characteristic of the 
ready wit and ingenuity of this delightful man:— 
Duke Augustus of Saxe Gotha was extremely 
fond of practising innocent deceptions ujnni the 
learned men al>out his court. One morning the 
Duke sent for Professor .lacohs, aiifl informed him 
that he had had a most curious «1ream; that he 
f!iiicie<l l iinseif in Italy, in the neighbourhood of an 
ancient temjde of Mythras, and that his attention 
was w'holly fixed by an inscription on a lamp, which 
had made such an imjtression on his mind, that when 
he awoke, lu^ had written down the characters, 
which wen^ MITA^nATHONAVHOTMENO^. on 
one side of the lamp, and JITKIMAN on the other. 
The Duke requested Professor .Jacobs to give them 
an interpiadation. 1'lie Professor, entering into the 
spirit of the Joke, declared that ho must give it 
sm-ious reflection. The following day he waited 
u])on the Duke, and in the most .serious manner 
<lcclare<l that these characters contained a very 
imjmrtant <liscovery, conc<‘ruiiig jhe mysteries of 
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the ancient worship of Mythras, tliat the characters 
must be read MI0RAS ITAOHN ATEI MEMOS, 
and declared that this inscription completely ex¬ 
plained away the difficulties of some passages which 
the Professor cited from his Anthologia Graca, but 
which \ve need not tell the reader were the ready 
inventions of the Professor’s fertile iraagination. 

KaiKiXia, y}rv^?}f Kaxa Tn^/iara Trepiepyov (TKeir- 
Topevt], fiioTOV Trecrcra aet icadapov*. 

'Ev ydpuf dyvo9 ecov AlpiXios, d> peya davpa, ‘)(^pvcrouv 
Xv^vov paprvpa aoxppoavvrjsf, 

Avhich so coniplptely mystified the good Duke, that 
he at length really believed that he had received a 
supernatural revelation. 


* “ I Cfficilia, reflecting on tlie great evils of this curious life, 
preserve my existence ever purtj.” 

t “Einilius, chiiste to the nu])tiiil couch, 0 great marvel! 
poss('sses this golden lamp, witness of his purity.” 



dlARACTKRlSTIC MEMOIRS 


OF TIIK 

DUCAL FAMILIES OF SAXE COBURO OOTIIA, 


FROM TUB 

TI.MKS <ll' KHNKST TllK riOIJS, DOWN TO THK 
I’KIOSKNT I’KItlOI). 


“ Fallitnr ogrcgit! qnisquis sub F’rincipe rredit srrvitiuni. Nus(|uani 
libertns (jratior cxstat quam sub Rege Pio,” 







CHARACTERISTIC MEMOIRS. 


Family alliance with the Sovereigns of Europe 
has rendered the ducal house of Saxe Coburg Gotha 
as remarkable in the page of modern history, as that 
of the “ IIohenstauflTen” in former times. 

The high influence which its different members 
naturally possess in the European cabinets, alone 
excites a laudable curiosity concerning their senti¬ 
ments and opinions, and many will not think it an 
idle speculation to trace out the causes which have 
led to the present brilliant position of this distin¬ 
guished family. It is with this view that we have 
confined ourselves to biographical notices, well 
knowing that the affairs of a small duchy could have 
no interest in the eyes of the general reader, except 
as connected with, and illustrating, the character of 
its sovereign. 

I’he unreflecting are always ready to attribute to 
“ good fortune,” what is in reality the certain conse¬ 
quence of judicious conduct. This is singularly 
instanced in the present case. “What a lucky 
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faniilv that 8nxi‘ Coburg faiuilv is!” “ Jfow oxtrd- 
urdiuary, tor a little urineipality like that to become 
SO powerful!” are the exclamations of those who 
conceive all things to be regulated by a shake of 
the lucky hag. 

Our memoirs will, however, correct these en-o- 
neous impressions, and prove, that, so far from the 
greatness of tlie illustrious house of 8axe Coburg 
Gotha being of 7nuiihroom growth, it has been for 
centuries distinguished for enlightened and accom¬ 
plished princes, and that the courts of France and 
Prussia, a cenim'i^ ago, were eager to form alliances 
with its members, whose attachment to the Protestant 
religion, however, prevented their accepting the 
most brilliant offers. 

Our memoirs commence with Ernest the First, 
surnamed the Pious*, for this prince may be looked 


• The curious fact, not ever before remarked, to my knowledge, 
that our gracious Sovereign is on both sides descended in direct line 
from Ernest the Pious, adds considerable interest to the Duke’s life. 
To render the degree of consanguinity intelligil)le, we may explain 
it thus: Our gracious Sovereign’s paternal grandfather, George III., 
was son (<f Ernest the Pious’ great-grand-daughter, Princess Augusta 
of Saxe Gotha, through the male line; thus, the Q,ueen is sixth in 
descent from Ernest the Pious on paternal side. 

Again, the maternal grandfather of Her Majesty, Duke Francis of 
Coburg, was son of Ernest the Pious’ great-grandson, Ernest Fre¬ 
derick, also by descent-male ; consequently, sixth in descent on m.a- 
tenial side; also. 

His R> yal Highness^Prince Alla-rt is related exjictly in the same 
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ujion as the founder of the ducal houses of Gottia^ 
Coburg, Meiningen, and Ilildburghausen, or^, rather, 
founder of the modern houses, since their existence 
dates from the very earliest ages, as fiefs and depen¬ 
dencies of the Margraves of Meissen, the Land¬ 
graves of Thuringia or Electors of Saxony, on whom 
they were bestowed, for various service, by the 
Emperors of Germany. 

The ancestors of His Royal Highness Prince 
Albert, (sixth in descent from Ernest the Pious on 
both sides,) descend from this prince*, and it is by 
this singular circumstance that the; duchies of Gotha 
and Coburg, after a separation of nearly two cen¬ 
turies, are now again united under one sovereign. 

That the life and government of this prince. 


degroe to Ernest the Pious on paternal side, and again more inti¬ 
mately on matenud side. His Iloyal Higliness’ maternal grandfather 
being fourth in descent from Ernest the Pious. 


Frederick 1. of Gotha 

I 

Frederick II. 


-'I 


Princess Augusta, mai-ried to 
Prince of Wales, son of George II. 

George III. 

1 

Duke of Kent. 

I 

The Queen. 
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John Ernest of Coburg, 

Francis Josias. 

1 

Ernest Frederick. 


Francis. 

I 

Victoria, Duchess of Kent. 


The Queen. 

* lleferenec to our Genealogical TaMe, which may be relied upon 
for its accuracy, traces the family descent frftm Lewis cum Imrba. 
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independent of his being the ancestor of our Gra¬ 
cious Sovereign, as well as His Royal Highness 
Prince Albert, are worthy of record, must be suffi¬ 
ciently proved by the numerous biographies (thirty) 
which have been written in different languages, 
fndeed, his life, from the cradle to the last hour of 
his existence, is instructive and amusing in a far 
higher degree than is common to the lives of 
princes. The ninth son of John, Duke of Saxony, 
Landgrave of Thuringia, Margrave Misnia, &c., by 
Dorothea Maria, Princess of Aiihault, Duke Ernest 
was born at Altpnburg on the 25th of December, 
1601; four years after his birth he had the misfor¬ 
tune to lose the Duke his father, and Avas left to 
the care of the Duchess Maria, Princess of Anhalt 
(his mother). “ He was of a weakly constitution of 
body, but blessed with a princely stature, with all 
the attractive sweetness of a lovely countenance. 
He exhibited in the most tender years of infancy 
early instances of an inquisitive, penetrating genius, 
paying cheerful obedience to those who had the 
honour to instruct His Highness.” 

“ When it was judged a proper time to give him 
tutors and masters in arts and sciences, they chose 
a person, not from amonff the courtiers, but a pious 
and learned man, Bartholomeus Winter, who, on 
his first entrance^ on teaching his illustrious pupil, 
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made it his chief care to acquaint him with the 
great design of living, and that the great Creator 
sent him into this world to be a bright pattern of 
piety and Christian behaviour, to a degenet'ate age, 
and declining church-state among Protestants, and 
more especially to be an example of modesty and 
purity of manners to his own subjects, &c.*” 

This method of teaching being approved and 
seconded by the pious Duchess his mother, made 
sucli an imj>rcssion on the mind of Prince Ernest, 
that he began very early to embrace the interest 
and practice of piety, and to look, ujion the trifling 
amusements, called the diversion of the “ beau 
monde,” to be rather the share of those, that spent 
the chief part of their time in labour and close 
application to the business of life. 

Much about this time. His Highness had the 
misfortune to be wounded by an arrow in one of his 
eyes, which retarded veiy much his ])rogress in 
liatin and other studies, which he then greatly 
regretted; but, when he enjoyed better health and 
maturer years, he retrieved this loss by great 
industry and aj)i)lication, so that he left no books or 
monuments of antiquity, relating to the rights and 


* The portions between the inverted eoiuiiias are, with sliglit 
variations, from Biograjdiy of Ernest tlic Pigus, by John Pliillips. 
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pl^^tives of :prinoes, the laws and customs of 
Ooiinany, ’aiid histories of other nations of Europe, 
hnpertised. His Highness was a very great pro¬ 
ficient in those branches of mathematics relating to 
architecture and fortific&tion, and what is most 
necessary to be known in the common uses of life, 
and excelled in horsemanship,, as in all other noble 
and princely exercises. 

His Highness, though possessed of great military 
genius, detested war, and was always inclined to 
cultivate the arts of peace, and ever unwilling to 
expose his subjeqts and the public welfare to the 
uncertain event of war; yet finding the work of 
reformation so happily begun, carried on, and esta¬ 
blished by three electors, his ancestors, to be in 
imminent danger by the overgrown power of the 
Austrian family, he felt forced to take up arms, and 
distinguished himself by his military skill and per¬ 
sonal braveiy on many occasions, at the sieges by 
Koenigsberg, Sweinfurt, and flesse in the Tyrol, 
where he engaged Tilly, and put the Imperialists to 
the rout; but especially at the battle of Lutzen, 
where, with his brother, the celebrated Duke Bern- 
hard, suruamed the Great,” he fought under Gus- 
tavus Adolphus, King of Swedmi. 

In 1636 the Duke married Elizabeth Sophia, 
daughter, of John Philip, Duke of Altenburg^ We 
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need Bay little m<ne to show th^ir dom^tie Imppif 
ness, than that by this princess he was blesseid with 
eighteen children, seven of whom survived their 
august parent. 

His Highness Duke Emestus, considering that 
the safety and happiness of nations depended very 
much on the education of princes, took great pains 
to form the minds of his children from their most- 
tender age to virtue and purity. The young princes 
were subjected to a monthly examination, and to 
give a strict account of what progress they made in 
their studies, and that before the Duke their father. 

All their servants were ordered to acquaint His 
Highness with the least slips they observed in the 
behaviour of his sons, which, if they neglected to do, 
they were severely reprimanded for such conni>- 
vance, and were in danger of losing their'pisces. 
His Highness being well persuaded that the slamh 
connivance of domestics was as instrumental in cor¬ 
rupting the manners of young princes and noblemen, 
as the most profligate examples. 

His Highness was very careful to impress the 
minds of his sons in favour of more useful and sub¬ 
stantial diversions, than those amusements, which 
commonly are not only the pastimes, but the chief 
employment of young people bom of illustrious 
families, and therefore commanded his sons, for their 
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pleasure, to attend the Courts of .lustice, hear plead¬ 
ings, and give their attention to the most useful 
learning and knowledge of right and wrong. 

When the young princes came to years of 
maturity, and sound judgment, they had civil eni- 
])loyments committed to their care. Some were 
employed in the chancery, some in the revenues, or 
other branches of the administration, when having 
thus far improved their minds with all kinds of 
useful knowledge, and being fully satisfied that his 
sons were proof against temptations, he had no cause 
to be afraid of sending them to visit the courts of 
France, Italy, Sweden, &c. 

Eniest was a radical extirpator of al)nse in 
Church and University as we see, for he Judged tliat 
it was impossible to make them a happy and nou¬ 
rishing peojde, unless he did first cause them to be 
instructed in the principles of sobriety towards 
themselves. 

To this end he set about the good work of 
reforming the manners of the schools and universitm, 
which are designed by the wisdom of the civil 
magistrate to l)e nurseries not of the nrls and sci¬ 
ences only, properly so called, but of the great and 
necessary art of living well, by admitting none into 
those sacred societies but men of uncompromised 
morals, aim unblemished character, that Christian 
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})eople might not only entertain great hopes of their 
future exemplary behaviour, but likewise confide in 
their pious and prudent conduct as faithful ministers 
and labourers by preaching daily, not in the pulpit 
only, but in a more powerful method, that is, by 
their disagreement from the love of filthy lucre, 
thereby convincing the rest of mankind that their 
reward and their kingdom is not of this world; for 
the common people think themselves very religious, 
if they don’t surpass their spiiitual guides in all the 
irregularities and excess of living. The people 
imitate the priest, and he Avill practise ail his life 
the morals imbibed in the schools, Avhich, if unhap¬ 
pily they be(Joinc tin; receptacles of vice, and vanity, 
and useless ceremony, call aloud for the assistance 
of the civil ])ower, and for the reformation of those 
abuses. 

llis Ifighness assisted in j)ei’sou at oxaraination 
of candidates for the ministry, which had that visible 
effect, that no ignorant irregular livers did dare 
pretend to be of that order. Simony, non-residence, 
pluralities of livings, spiritual spouses, Avhicli seem 
to be an imitation of the Eastern customs of many 
wives, were utterly abolished. 

’Twas a standing order, that, in filling up vacan¬ 
cies in schools and churches, the oldest man, if of 
unblemished character, should, always have tlie 
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preference. And this resolution was most religi¬ 
ously observed by His Highness, as may appear by 
this remarkable instance. “ A well endowed parish 
had become vacant; a learned candidate of exem¬ 
plary conduct presented himself before the Consis¬ 
tory, which had the disposal of ecclesiastical pre¬ 
ferments ; he produced his testimonials, pleaded his 
right of seniority, and that he had scarcely left 
wherewith to subsist any longer, having spent his 
small patrimony in the necessary expenses attending 
a studious life. 

“ Some of the j’udges on the bench made answer, 
that they were no strangers to his character, and did 
pity his present circumstances, but that it M’as not 
in tlieir power to do him any service in this aflair, 
f«)r the living was disposed of already in favour of 
the burgomaster’s cousin. As the poor man replied 
that it was notorious he was his senior by many 
years as a candidate for the ministry, and humbly 
hoped he Avas not interior to the burgomaster’s 
cousin in any degree of useful knowledge, he was 
told once more that they could not serve him, and 
’twas talking to no purpose. 

“Upon this the honest man withdrew with a 
heavy heart and tears in his eyes; but accidenlally 
meeting the Duke coming into the Consistory to 
see how ju..cic0 was resi><!Ctod by ecclesiastical 
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judges, he was asked what business he had in that 
court? He made answer to His Highness that he 
had been petitioning for a living lately become 
vacant by the death of the incumbent, and related 
all that had past, and how they had repelled his 
l)etition, and had disposed of the cure in favour of a 
youth, lately come from the university. The Duke 
went into court, asked about the vacant living, and 
why it was not given to such a person, and desired 
to know the objections they had against him? They 
answered they had nothing to say against the man 
or his manners, but that the burgomaster had de¬ 
manded it for his young cousin. The Duke replied, 
“And I demand this living for this honest man, 
whom, for his virtue, I call my cousin, seeing that 
you have nothing to allege against his good be¬ 
haviour.” 

“ He ordered Latin hymns to be banished from 
Christian assemblies, and Latin sentences in Herman 
sermons. The clergy were ordered to bring no 
fabulous learning into the pulpit, nor parade their 
great reading of jirofane authors, but content them¬ 
selves with a Scriptural style and the symplicity of 
the Gospcd, to abstain from preaching controversies, 
which seldom convince gainsayers, but exaspcu’ate 
them more against the truth.” 

“They were ordered to ]>roach the morality of 
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the gosj)el, repentance from dead works, and faith iu 
Christ, expressing itself iu works of sobriety, and a 
modest behaviour worthy of the human and divine 
nature, in works of meekness and cliarity towards 
our fellow-creatures, and in fervent love and awful 
respect towards our God and Maker.” 

“These, in his judgment, were the essentials of 
practical religion, that will make us useful members 
of society on earth, and happy denizens in the king¬ 
dom of Heaven. Maxims supposed and never 
})rovcd, vain distinctions without foundation or dif¬ 
ference have always produced doubtful disputations, 
the causes of feuds and animosities among Chris¬ 
tians of the same denomination.” 

“For education it was ordered, under severe 
penalties, that all people should send their children 
to school as soon as they were live years old, to be 
instructed in writing, reading, arithmetic, singing, 
catechism, &c. The very ])oor men s children were 
taught and furnished with books at the expense of 
the Duke, and if he espied iu any of these young 
nurseries an early distinguishing genius, ho ordered 
him to be forwarded in his studies in a more parti¬ 
cular manner, as capable of higher employments, and 
allowed a certain salary for his maintenace. For 
the greater ease of learners and tutors His Highness 
ordered a st.ect number of learned men, eminently 



ERNEST THE PIOUS. 


59 


versed in their respective professions, to prepare 
compendious systems, in a more distinct and easy 
method than heretofore extant, for every art and 
science, as Grammars, Logic, and particularly Uni¬ 
versal History, which gave rise toBeclems’ Course of 
Universid History, still highly esteemed. Struvius 
records the Duke’s having the Roman laws trans¬ 
lated into the vulgar tongue, for German readers.” 

“This groat prince did not confine his pious 
intentions to his own country, nor to the limits of 
the German Umpire, iior even to tlie more extensive 
bounds of Europe, but sent envoys, vested with 
proper authority, to Russia, &e., recommending to 
the various potentates the necessity of reforming 
the lives of Christians, and of converting them, not 
to this or that form of nwski}), ceremonies, and church 
government, which, without any diminution of Chris¬ 
tianity, may be as dilferent and distinct from one 
another as the jilaces are, or the garbs of tlie respec¬ 
tive inhabitants, but to the triu^ practice of piety 
which is, and will be, the same in all times and 
jilaces*.” 

“Through Ernest's intercession, the Czar gave 


* Wi* vatlior doul)t this aiH-ount of Mr. J. Phillips’. ICnu'st flic 
Pious, thoii^^h fur from u hi'fot, w.xs too much iithiclicil to the Pro- 
testjHit faith to he iuiliU'ereitt to Form of \Vor,ihii>, Ceremonies, iS;e. 
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permission for Protestant churches to he built in his 
dominions. The Duke also scut missionaries to 
Egypt, with commands to penetrate into Abyssinia, 
famous for early reception of C’liristianity and for 
having preserved the simplicity of the gospel, with¬ 
out ever subjecting themselves to the Bishop of 
Rome. (Ernest’s reason for thus inquiring.)” 

By means of the famous Gregory, Abyssinian, 
and Job Ludolf, a profound linguist, he corresponded 
with all the countries in the East. The letters of 
the Patriarch of Alexandria to Ernest, which are 
preserved in the .Ducal Library, are highly curious. 
They commence: To the lioaceUent, to the Kingly, to 
tlie Praistiim'thy, to the Victorious and Estimable 
Sidtan Ernest, Sultan of Saxony and Gove/rnor of 
Thuringia, who dwells in the Palace of Friedenstein, 
whose flags wave over all the others of the world; who 
is King, beloved, a well-beloved son, the prop of many 
Christian Mttiotis, and pride of the baptized woi'ld, 
&c., &c. 

Though perhaps inapplicable to modern times, 
the soundness of Ernest’s views are remarkable. 
“ Feeling,” says the Prince, “ that nationid knowledge 
without strict discipline is seldom reduced to prac¬ 
tice, and aware a corrupt age would not willingly 
submit to discipline, he well knew, that he should 
expose his good purposes to the taunts and lashes 
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of backbiting tongues; but he saw in almost every 
page of lioly writ the duty inculcated of recovering 
ourlbrethren from the errors of their Avays, especially 
from corrupt practices, which are the most dangerous 
to civil society, and that it w'as the duty of princes 
to censure the irregular and vicious behaviour of 
their subjects, without any respect of jjersons.” 

“ Conscious of his oAvn iimoceiioo, he reiuirnanded 
no vi(^e in others but Avhat he had first impartially 
corrected in himself, and mended in those Avho Averc 
nearest his serene ])ersou, and had the honour of 
being entertained at his court. To this end, in imi¬ 
tation of the Roman censors, he a])pointed, in eAery 
town and village, ])ersons of unspotted reputation 
and sound knoAvledge, obliged by oath to insj)cct 
the lives and behaviour of the inhabitants, and 
their diligence in their respective callings, that it 
might ai)pear hoAV every one subsisted himself and 
family, that there might be no laijy and idle hands. 
But these censors Avere enjoined not to molest the 
inhabitants for small miscarriages and human frail¬ 
ties. If they Avere sorry for them ’twas sufiicient to 
reprove them mildly, with suitable admonitions.” 

“That these censors might be encouraged in 
their duty, notAvithstanding the clamoui*s of detrac¬ 
tion, they enjoyed, as marks of favour, sundry immu¬ 
nities by exemption from taxes, and Avero entitled. 
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as rewards of their virtue, &c., to places of profit and 
civil employments before others.” 

“In 164C he constituted judges to receive 
information against all kinds of immorality and scan¬ 
dalous living, not from the before-mentioned censors 
only, but from any of the inhabitants, against 
sorcery, drunkenness, usury, and all other immorali¬ 
ties against the Ten Commandments, with all jiower 
to punish by fine and imprisonment, not to exceed 
two florins or four days. No rude or ignorant 
peo])lc were admitted to be godfathers or mothers, to 
be free of a corporation, to sot up in any trade, or to 
enter into the state of matrimony, until better 
instructed in Christian doctrines.” 

“ The ecclesiastical constitutions of Ernest arc 
so full of rules of ])ru(lcnce and piety, for reforming 
the immoralities of priests and people, that they seem 
to surpass greatly all acts of councils, synods, or any 
other ecclesiastical canons.” 

“ He carried his views still further. In favour of 
the Protestant religion, he considered with sorrow 
how it was already divided and subdivided into 
parties and factions, whereby it became every day 
weaker, lost ground, and strengthened the hands of 
its enemies, united under one pontiffj the immortal 
hater of the Reformation, and of the reformed of all 
denominathms.” 



KUNEST THE IHOUS. 


03 


“His Iliglmcss bad often considered the pro¬ 
posal of Nic/iokis Hunnius, Superintendent of Lubcc, 
for fimily uniting all the members of the Reforma¬ 
tion into one band. A species of standing college 
or diet, to manage the affairs of religion, not for 
supporting private opinions, and fomenting dissen¬ 
sions, but to study and endeavour to reconcile 
contending parties, to ])revent feuds and animosities, 
to ])romoto ])iety, wbicb would strengthen the hands 
of all Protestants in a pcr]>etiial alliance Avitb regard 
to external Avorsbip, notwithstanding their different 
interests in civil affairs.” 

“ He resolved to etideavour to })crsnade otbov 
Protestant iirinces to favour a pl.nn so beneficial in 
its consequences, and reflecting honour and advan¬ 
tage on the Reformation. He commissioned bis 
own son Prince Albert, to carrv this honourable 
embassy to the several courts of Europe.” The 
account of this interesting journey to the courts of 
Europe, and the correspondence which ensued, 
chiefly Latin, is to be seen in Gotha Library. We 
have selected as a specimen a letter of Chaides X. 

“ Charles, King of Sweden, of the Goths and 
Vandals, &c., to the Most Serene Prince, 
Lord Ernest, Duke of Gotha, &c., sendeth 
greeting. 

“ Most Serene, most mighty Prince and dear 
Cousin, we have received yours of tlie 2.0th April 
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last, by the hands of Prince Albert, your son, and 
our most loving cousin, who acquainted us with the 
reason, moving him to honour our court with his 
presence, for which we are obliged to both your 
Highnesses, and wish we might have enjoyed the 
presence and agreeable couversjitiou of so wise a 
Prince for a longer time, whose princely virtues we 
so much love and esteem. But seeing it agreeable 
to your Highness’s direction and the Prince’s incli¬ 
nation that he should depart, we left him to his liberty, 
yet could not forbear accompanying his Highness with 
our letters, signifying that we have recommended 
that affair, offered by your IJ ighness as leading so 
much to the service and advantage of our evangelical 
churches, to be examined by certain commissioners 
to discuss the matter, both in private and public 
conferences before us; and we are in great hopes, 
that, upon his Highness’ happy return home, they 
will make a faithful report of their transaction in 
relation to this affair, and communicate it to your 
Highness. We were highly pleased that your High¬ 
ness had undertaken the care of so glorious an 
institution, and committed the management of it to 
so wise a Prince, thereby continuing your study for 
the good and safety of God’s Church, and, as it 
were, making it hereditary. 

“ And, . s w^e well remember, that our great 
uncle of glorious memory and predecessor in the 



ERNEST THE PIOUS. 


C5 


kingdom, King Giistams Adolphris^ had formed the 
same plan, assisted by your Highness’ and other 
princes’, his relations, grave and wise counsel, but 
in a more efficacious manner, that is, by defending 
our religion and liberties with the sword, in which 
contest he lost his life; and we know likewise your 
great and indefatigable pains afterwards in the 
defence of our churches, in promoting and accom¬ 
plishing the general peace, and, to your immortal 
praise, we see your care increase more and more in 
proportion to the malice of the enemy, who endea¬ 
vours to corrupt trutli by sowing* his tares in the 
hearts of the unwary. So we freely confess, that, 
having often considered your proposal, we do not 
only approve it as wholesome and serviceable, but 
as that, without which the state of our churches and 
worshi}) will be always tottering, and Uiat this will 
be a sovereign remedy to obviate impending dan¬ 
gers, Wherefore, we assure your Highness, that 
nothing shall be wanting that is in our power, to 
forward and accomplish a design so useful and 
entirely pious. 

“ But whereas in our late conferences some 
things have been offered relating both to ecclesias¬ 
tical and civil policy, not unworthy of our attention, 
as: I. Whether this assembly may not be properly 
called a ‘ Theohtjicnl College,' or, according to Hun- 
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nius, a Standing Council, or a Synod, botli within 
and without tlio empire, vested with synodical 
authority. II. Upon what foot or foundation this 
assembly is to be settled, consistent with the pacifi¬ 
cation of Passau, the subsequent religious pacifica¬ 
tions, or with the fifth and eighth articles of the 
Peace of WestjAalia. Reflection is necessary 
lest wo give any handle to the adversary to find 
fault with the intended plan. As for the rest, 
we offer your Highness all offices of love and friend¬ 
ship, and commend you to the protection of the 
Almighty, who can prosper and prolong the lives of 
princes. 

“ Stockholm, December \2th, 1670.” 

Ernest the Pious in ins Civil Administration. 

“ His first maxim of Government was, to admit 
none to enjoy places of honour, trust, or profit, but 
whom, upon strict inquiry, he knew to be good men, 
fearing God and hating covetousness, and pro]ier 
for their employment, which, if he could not find 
in his own dominions, he chose foreigners, the fame 
f>f whose distinguishing virtues entitled them to his 
Highness’s favour and to the best employments in 
his court. IMen of this turn of mind were his con¬ 
fident counsellors, secretaries, ministers of state, and 
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i^ovenioi s of provinces, who jissisted one another in 
choosing their subalterns and inferior officei-s, who 
would be contented with their wages, and aldiorred 
oi>pression and taking of fees.” 

“ It was not the least of this Prince’s excellences, 
that sophisters, buffoons, slandcjrers, were his aversion. 
7’])ough he ]>ut great confidence in his ministers, he 
never permitted them to open any letter addressed 
to himself, that he might fii-st peruse them, and see 
the contents of each before they were offered to 
their deliberation. ITis ministers were persons of 
great candour and knowledge. Chiiicellm' Fromkiiin^ 
who, by his learned writings, deserved well of the 
German nation; William Schroeder, another famous 
chaiKH'llor, who displayed great abilities as envoy 
for the Dukes of Saxony, at the Convention of 
P’rankfort, in 1G39; Ludwi<i Sekcwlorf, and the 
learned John Thom, whose writings are valued highly 
by the curious on the civil law.” 

“He enacted very useful rcstiarij Imm, recom- 
nu'uding a decent modesty in apparel, grounded 
upon reason and interest; for nothing can be more 
im])rudent and iin])olitlc than to part unnecessarily 
Avith our money, and send it to other countries for 
new-fashioned cloths which may be made at home, 
to ansAver all intentions, and a great deal cheaper. 
Great men cannot be esteemed st> weak as to think 
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to improve their nobility or intellectuals by foreign 
modes, when already blessed with many more solid 
distinguishing advantages received from their ances¬ 
tors as marks of extraordiiiaiy virtue.” 

Like the Caliph of Bagdad, Ernest the Pious 
was accustomed to go about frequently in disguise, 
to converse with the inferior order of men, to inform 
himself how justice was administered in the lower 
courts; and he took care to have their grievances 
redressed with the greatest expedition possible, for 
he thought a tedium judicial sentence as injurious, as 
an unrighteous sentence. 

“ He was for the summary way, and demurs in 
law were his Highness’s aversion; and he was so 
religiously assidiious in furthering the speedy exe¬ 
cution of justice, that if, in going from court to 
dine, he met any citizen who offered him a petition 
that required despatch, he returned to court again, 
and ordered the judges to consider the prayer of 
that petition without loss of time.” 

“ His court was a sanctuary and refuge for all 
the lovely train of Christian virtues, banished most 
commonly from the courts of Princes, and from the 
houses of the great men of the earth.” 

“When the Duke first came to the Govern¬ 
ment, he made this standing and general order, that 
none should be admitted to be of the number of his 
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])ages, that was not sober and well versed in the 
2 >rinciples of religion, as well as in arithmetic, 
geometry, architecture, fortification, which are the 
gates to all other branches of political knowledge. 
Tliosc who wore so happy as to be admitted into 
this honourable station, woje immediately examined 
upon interrogatories, and, among other questions, 
asked if they cliose a sedentary and studious life, to 
qualify them for the Cabinet, and to be men of 
business, or a more active way of living, as requisite 
for such as will live in camps and armies. And 
when a])])rised of their inclinations, which he never 
forced, he observed diligently if tludr behaviour did 
correspond and tally nith their first resolution and 
promises, for they Avero immediately put under the 
care of proper masters, to instruct them in such 
exercises as were subservient to their resi^ective 
jmrposes. I'hey were provided at the Prince’s 
expense with hooks and other necessary implements 
of education for fitting them for that profession 
they had chosen.” 

“Their progress in their several branches of 
learning was examined by the Prince himself; for 
out of this noble nursery ministers of state, generals 
of annies, envoys to foreign courts, and other officers 
for high employments, both of trust and profit, were 
to be chosen, who, if they are no* soberly educated, 
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are so many harbingers of debauchery and ruin to 
their country.” 

“The great men, who distinguished themselves 
eminently in the Duke’s service, were chosen for 
their own personal merit, and not for that of their 
ancestors, whose fame and coat of arms do but 
reflect contempt upon tlieir ignorant degenerated 
descendants; indeed, this latter race were invariably 
rejected when candidates for any post of import¬ 
ance. 

“ Ilis court was not so numerous as well chosen. 
Every man had his ])rovince to take care of; unne¬ 
cessary employments were su])prcssod, all were well 
enn)loyed, and no place for idle unnecessary persons, 
who fill courts with sounds and shows, paying no 
cmiting(‘nt to its support, but draining a great part 
of the revenues of princes. This wise management 
kept his coffers full; all his officers were regularly 
paid every (piarter; the Goeertment never indebted, 
and no new taxes, during his long reign, lai<l upon 
the inhabitants, notwithstanding the long and bloody 
wars. 

“ Though William Sc/irocder, in his book entitled 
The Management of PaUick Money, calls Duke 
Ernest the experienced mast<‘r of jn-iiices in the 
grcjit sci‘'nco of economy and good management, 
yet he vied in liberality and munificence with any 
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of the generous princes of modern or ancient 
times*.” 

“ ’Tis certain that the wisdom of the ancients 
invented the stage, not so much to stir up mirth 
au<] laughter by way of amusement and pastime, as 
to reform the age by exposing immoralities of all 
kinds in its various shapes of hideous deformities. 
To attain this end, the Prince proposed for tlic sub¬ 
ject of a play. The State of n Delmieked Court." 
The actors were, 

1. Sccvlimi., a king, to whose ])rotection 

2. Ecelesia, a virgin, was reconjmeuded. 

The king’s ministers were, 

3. Tyramins, an unmerciful general of his troops. 

4. Arams, his receiver. 

5. Hjjpocritus, a court preacher. 

G. Ilcereticus, a dean of the royal chapel. 

7. Voluptnosus, a courtici*, by whose vile be¬ 
haviour and false delays the virgin Ecclcsia, witli 
her three com])auions, Hope, Faith, and Charity, 
were abandoned by the king and his ministers, but 


* Oliver Cromwell used to i-jiiik Ernest tlie I’ious of Gotlia as 
one of tlie three wisest princes of Europe, as the old historian says, 
“ Unicum tamen Olivieri (’romwelli, noti rognoriuu Anglicoruiii 
I’rotectoris, tanquam c.vtcri nihilquo udeo aflPcctibus dantis judu-inin 
non possum ].>ivtermittcre qm Ernestwm nostrum hilcr trrs siii (cm- 
fwis pnuciqKS EurojiKe prudeiUcs numcraru^ solitus cst." 
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more graciously addressed by a prince, clothed with 
rays of excellent glory, who advanced them to 
thrones, suited to dignity despised, and agreeable to 
oppressed innocence. 

“When his family increased very fast, and he 
found himself straitened for want of room, he formed 
a design to erect a larger building, by the name of 
Schloss Friedenstein, or the “ Palace of Peace,” which 
noble structure, by good economy, he finished with 
ai»plause, without exacting any aid from his loving 
subjects. The chapel was finished in 164G, wdieii 
he returned thanl^s solemnly to the Almighty, who 
had given him the joy and pleasure to see the work 
in so great forwardness.” 

“This excellent Prince was not satisfied with 
having given in his life-time instructions and ex¬ 
amples of virtue. When he felt his strength decay, 
attended with all the infirmities of old ago, not 
entirely relying on the force of his preceding lessons 
for a religious life, and knowing that the last words 
of dying persons make great impressions, he made 
his last will and testament August 3lst, 1G72, not 
only containing a wise distribution of his estates 
between his children, but most pious exhortations 
to them to worship and fear the Supreme Being; 
always to profess, defend, and promote the truth of 
the Gosj)ei; to take great care of the education of 
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youth; to inspect and regulate universities; to rule 
tlieir subjects in the fear of God, preferring their 
safety and advantage to any pleasure or private gain; 
to marry with persons of the Protestant religion; to 
encourage men of learning, and to inspect them¬ 
selves the distribution of justice; reconiinending to 
tliem the perusal of the Records of Gotlia, Weimar, 
Coburg, and other authentic and useful documents 
for their future administratioii in their respective 
principalities; concluding by charging them never 
to live above their revenues by entertaining too 
many servants, or koe])ing too S})lendid e<juipages: 
to live soberly, and abstain from all games of 
hazard.” 

“ lie died 26th of May, 1675, in the presence 
of his Duchess, his children, and principal officers of 
the court, the example of true piety, the bulwark of 
the Reformation, and the brightest ornament of the 
German empire, uttering these Mords: For thine 
is the kincjdom, the power, and glory, for eoerand ever. 
AmenV 

We conclude this sketch of Duke Ernest’s life 
with the well merited eulogium of Boeder, who, in 
his Mmwus, says, “ I should ever have imagined that 
the Cyruf of Xenophon had been an ideal jiortrait, 
tracing out the qualities that a prince should j)ossess, 
and that the })aiiegyric of Pliny \vas more of orato- 
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I’ical flourish than matter of reality, had T not seen 
in the ])crsoii of Prince Ernest all the virtues repre¬ 
sented by those two excellent writers.” 

On the death of Ernest the Pious, his seven sous 
(in accordance with the testamentary wishes of tlieir 
jiarent) reigned together until 1G80, when the fol¬ 
lowing division of territory was made, and ratified 


by the Enii)eror of Germany. 


To 

Frederick . . 

. Gotha. 


Albert . . . 

. Coburg. 


Bernhard . . 

. JVleiningen. 


Henry . • • 

. Uoemhild. 


Christian . . 

. Eisenberg. 


Ernest . . 

Ilildburgshausen. 

59 

John Ernest 

. Saalfeld. 


Saaifeld, ]".iseiiberg, and lloemhild, by extinc¬ 
tion of the lineal descent, fell to the share of the 
surviving brothers, and were incorporated with 
(Jotha, Coburg, iMeiiiingen, and Ilildburgshausen. 

Frederick T., eldest son of Ernest, obtained the 
duchy of Ootha as his share of his father’s dominions, 
lie, with his brother, Ernest of Hildburgshausen, 
assisted in ]>erson in relieving Vienna, when besieged 
by the Turks in 1683. On the 2Uth of June, 1686, 
the Augustean treaty, between the House tif Austria 
and the (Jerinan Princes, against the King of Franco, 
was forunul after considerable delay and diffieulty. 
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Frederick of Gotha was included amongst the other 
Princes. The Parisians, ever witty, struck a medal, 
bearing the old dictum, Parturiunt mantes, nnscetur 
ridiculns mns, alluding to the Prince of Gotha. 
Some time afterwards, however, the ,French sustain¬ 
ing reverses, and being driven out of Germany, the 
Gotha jieoplo, in revenge, struck a medal with the 
following words, appropriately illustrated: Vene- 
rnut Gain, iniseri redicre cai)(m;s. Qals castravit eosf 
nnmmlns nnuscrat. To ])rcvcnt the further dismem¬ 
berment of his dominions, he established the law of 
Primogeniture, and, dying in IGDl, was succeeded 
by his eldest son, 

Frederick IT., who was declared of age by the 
hhn|)eror at eighteen, lie travelled to England, 
and through France, in order to comjdete his edu¬ 
cation, and, upon liis return, married Magdalena 
Augusta, of Anhalt Zerbst, by whom he had eighteen 
children. Tlis daughter Augusta, was marrie<l to 
the Prince of W.ales (Frederick Louis), and became 
the mother of our revered monarch George IIT. 
Duke Frederick, who was of a most mild ami ami¬ 
able dis[)osition, and did much for the encourage¬ 
ment of the arts, died in 1732, and Avas succeeded 
by his ehlcst son, 

Frederick ITT., the other sons entering the 
military service of Austria, Savuy, &:c. 'I’liis Prince 
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was a great traveller, having visited almost every 
part of Europe. The seven years’ war, however, 
prevented his enjoying a very quiet and happy 
reign. 

Jlis Duchess, the Princess Louisa Dorothea of 
Meiningen, Mas a woman of the greatest talent, and 
is remarkable for her literary correspondence, and 
the brilliancy with M'hich she surrounded the court 
of (lotha. 

We must give a few letters (which Me have had 
peraiission to cojiy from the Ducal Archives) of 
Frederick the Grwit and of Voltaire, both of whom 
were personal friends of the Duchess. Tlio former 
paid several visits to Gotha during the seven years’ 
M’ar, and it Mas here that Voltaire began his llis- 
toire de L'FMpire. 

The Duchess contributed much to facilitate 
Frederick’s correspondence with England and his 
allies, and was in many of his secret counsels, M'hich, 
M'c think, speaks volumes for her discretion. The 
King proposed his niece of BrunsM'ick for the 
Duke’s eldest son, Prince ICrncst, which offer, how¬ 
ever, for some reason or other, was declined. The 
court of France was also anxious that a marriage 
should take jilacc bctM'oen the Duke of Orleans 
and one o*^ the Princesses of Gotha, which was, 
however, rejected on the ground of religious differ- 
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once of opinion. Frederick of Prussia Avas consulted 
on tlic occasion, and was averse to its taking place. 
Wc give a letter of bis to the Duchess, after the 
decision had been made. 


a lierlhi ce 8 d^Arril, 1764, 

* Madam ma Consino. 

Jai resell ma cherc Duclicssc votre lettre a mon rctoiir 
de Silessie, et j’ai resenti on la lissaiit lo plaisir ([uc tout mo 
fait cc (pii vieiit do votre part; vous m’envoyez on memo 
toms uiic lettre siir laquello v'oiis me demaiidez mon senti¬ 
ment. Je suis asses anibarassc quo dire sur lo sujet; si 
voiiH avez deja pris iin parti Madame, e’est a nioy de me 
tairo, si non, jc vois cc qn’il y a poiir’et contro le maria^c 
dont il est (juestion, lo pour est I’lnteret d’ct.ablir la 
princesso votre fillo; mais do I’ctablir loin do vous, do la 
m.aryer a iin homo quo vous no conoissez point, ct on vous 
no la reverai jamais. Lo contre coiisisto a faire ebangcr do 
Religion a une Princesse, petite fillo d’Erneste le Pieux, ct 
d’uno Maisson quo les jirotcstans out toujoiirs regardeo 
coinmc unc des colonnosde leur parti, sans compter I’espesso 
do rnepris <|UO s’atirent ceux qui font unc parcillo demarche. 
Henri TV. a dit qiie Paris valoit bien une Messe, jo no 
crois pas <jue la place de Diichesse d’Orleans vaille aiitant; 
voila Madame tout ce qu’il y a a dire sur ce sujet, e’est 
vous a prendro le parti (pie vous jugerois le plus convenable. 
jo souhaito qu’il soit heureux, et quehpio resolution quo 
vous prcnicz, ello tournc a votre avantage; voila la pro- 


* Tliesc letters arc all exact copies of the orlj'inals, and the most 
interesting that have ever been published. Errors of sj/ellmp are the 
Great Frederick’s. 
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micro fois do nia vie, quo j’ai cte consulte sur tics eas do 
coHssicnce, je in’en f'erai vanite, ct j’cspcrc do passer avee le 
teiiis pour grand Tcologicn, iiiais j’ai cncoro uuc ospasse 
iniansso a franchir avails quo d’y arriver; voila un ICinjio- 
rcur (|UO Ics corjis Enhiiffelliques et Catoliques vicnent do 
f'airo a franefort; on a fait juror un capitulation au nouveau 
Hoy dcs llomains, qu’il violera a la premiere ocasion, et 
Ton orira alors, on parlcra do la bullc D’or, et la (Jour do 
Vione s’on inotiucra, tout cela fait jiitie ct ino met tiueltiuc- 
fois cn colcro centre lo flegtnc C!ermani(]ue; mais jo m’dgare 
encore a vous fairo ties contes borgnes ma chore Duclicsso, 
au lieu de vous ]»arler de cc, qui m’interesse le plus, qui ost 
do vous assuror de I’Estime et de la consideration avoc 
latpielle jo suis 

Afadani ma Coussino, 

Votro fidolo Cousin et Sorvitoiir, 

" Fudukk'. 


Madame ma Cousine. Ic 2G (rA crll, ITGI. 

Je m’etois pro.s<iuc atendu ma chcrc DucIichso, au 
jiartie (]uc vous avez pris touchant le jiarti (ju’en vous avoit 
pro])ose pour la I’rinccsso votre fillc. J’ai d’abords oompris 
<]ue vous uc voudricz pas un coup d’cclat comme I’auroit 
etc un changemeut de religion, do mentir la conduito do 
tontn votre famillo on attacliant une flotrissuro a la personno 
qui seroit obligee do fairo lo sault pcrillcusn; a cnvisstigcr 


■* This 01 ssion <)f tlu> ii is singular, hut, tliroiiglioiit, Frcdcrit-k’s 
lottei’s to the Duflit'ss aiv,signed I'hknc. 
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les religions pliilosophic|uemont, dies sont bion a pen pres 
egalles, cependant cello dont le culto est le inoins charge <lo 
superstition, doit colon inoii avis etro proferai aux autres; 
e’est sans controdit la protestante, ([uo outre cot avantage a 
encore selui do no point etro pcrsccutrissc. Voila les deux 
points pour Icsquels Madame <juc jo mo dcclarerai constan- 
mont pour la fois dc nos peres; j’avouc quo si javois vecu 
du terns dc Martin Luther, <iue j’aurois fort apuye ])Our 
([u’il poussat jusqu’au Sossiniaiiismo, qui u’est proprement 
que la Keligion d’lm soul Dicu; niais cc inoino et scs con¬ 
freres cn arachant la moitic du Yoele, sc sont arctez en si 
beau chomin, et on laisscs encore bien dos obscuritez a 
cclerer, mais la verito paroit peu faitc ])our riiome, I’crrcur 
est sou part age, pourvu encore, (pi'cn s’egarant dans un 
labirinte dc pure metafisique on no devfenc pas enenii, que 
Ton soit humaine, <loux, compatissant, et quo Ton ne 
s’achariie pas (rune liaine teologalle contre coux, cpii 
penssent autrement <|uc nous, on ])out passer le rcsto, et 
supporter les opinions diversscs du genre humaine come on 
soufre la diversite de lour fisionomios, de Icurs habillemcnts 
et dcs coutumes ([u’lme longue habitude a rendis Na- 
tiouallcs. Tous cc quo jai riionneur de vous ecrire 
Madame, ne paroitcroit pas ortodoxo au consistoiro do 
Monsieur Ciprianus; jo no saurois quo faire, j’aimc mieux 
etro ortodoxe vis-a-vis de la raison universcllc <jui a etc 
donnee a riiomo pour le conduirc, que vis-a-vis uno assem- 
blec do Doctcurs, (pii augmente (selon Lsdras, Maticu, 
Jean, Paul et tout cos apotres) la superstition, qui a 
avcugle et abrutis le monde. Pour lour Majesties Impe- 
riallos et liomaiiies, jo vous les garantis Madame empetres 
dans le bourbier de la superstition jusqu’au Col. \'oila 
cetto nouvelle maisson d'Autriche, <iui prend dc nouvollcs 
rassines sur le tromic dcs l.'’imj)crcur8 et <|ui uu jour fera 
repontir scs adherents do I’cllevation ou ils font portec; 
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mais les crreurs politiques sont soiivcnt aussi difliciles a 
guerir quo Ics erreurs spcculativcs; pour inoy, qui me suit 
vieu, je vois tout ces evenenients avcc asscz d’iudiferenco; 
je ne serois pas le tcmoins des consequences, qui les en- 
traineront; et ines yeux en mourant auront la consolation 
de voir ma patrio libre. Je vous fais inillcs cxcusses ina 
chore Duchessc de tout ce bavardage quo vous rccoverez de 
moy; j’ai lo nialheur de m’dgarer on vous ecrivant, jo me 
orois assez heureux pour conversser avcc vous, ct je m’clans 
au de la des bornes de la moderation. Vous direz en ressc- 
vant celle-ci, (juel impitoiablc raissonneur! Oh ! quo jo 
me gardcrai bien de luy ccrire, pour nc point m’atirer des 
epitres, qni m’enuyent et qui no finissent ])oint, ct je I’anrais 
bien nierite, si je n’atendois pas inon pardon de votre 
extreme indulgence', a lacpielle je n’ai lieu do pretendre, 
qu'en faveur des sentiments de la haute estimo et do con¬ 
siderations avcc lcs<|uels je suis 

Ma ehere Duchessc 

De Votre Altcsso 
Le fidelle Cousin et 
Servitcur 

Fl'-UKHie. 


Madame Ma Cousine. le l.'J May, 

Plain do ragreablo Souvenir du sejour ([uc j’ai fait a 
Gotha, surtout do la chore Duchesse que j’ai eu lo bonheur 
d’y voir, il m’est passe tout plain d’Idocs par I’esprit dans 
des moments heureux, sur quelquc alliance do famille qui 
resscrat entre nous par les liens du sang, ceux de I’amitie; 
jo ne vous terai point Madame, un plus long preambulo, 
je vous dirai tout naturellemcnt cc (jui m’est passe par 
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la tctto, et V 0 U 8 aurai la bontc de me ropondro tout uninient 
do nienie*^, parccque dos iddcs ne sont quo dos idces, et quo 
je puis me tromper sur ce qui vous convient ou no vous 
acomodo pas. J’ai rcilechi <jue I’aine dcs princes vos fils 
ctoit dans un age ou vous pcnseroz a le marier; j’ai repassc 
dans inon esprit des princesses qui etoient a peu pres do son 
ago, et il in’a paru, que nia niessc la Princesso Auguste de 
Bronsuic pourait luy convenir; je n’eu ai parle a personne, 
et si ccla so pourait, rna plumo Madame ne vous lo diroit 
quo a Toroillc ; pout etre avez vous d’autro vuos, pout etre 
avez vous pris des engagements allicurs <juc j’ignoro, an 
moiiis no mo sachoz pas mauvais grd de ma franchise, ct si 
vous la ta.\ez d’indiscretion, ce sera la premiere ct la 
dornierc dont je serai coupable envers vous. Jo crois 
entendre Madame do liiichwald qui dit: “ lo Roy do 
Prusso radottc, il so fait Macro sur ses vieux jours; olio a 
raissons, nous no faissous ici, (juc nosses et bathemes; rnais 
Madamo do Huchwald, souvcuoz vous au moins (ju’ayant 
etc malheurouscment souvent temoiiis do la bouclierie do 
I’cspessc Immaino, jo suis plus oblige qu’un autre a contri- 
buer a la repopulation; J’espero ma chore Duchesse, <|ue 
vous prondrez ceci en bonne ])art, ({uo vous ne vous fachorez 
point centre votre anssien adorateur, <jui ne saico do retro 
ct (|uc vous voudrez bien croiro <pic tout cc <pic je \'ous 
ecrits, part d’un ceeur ponctre do la plus gramlo cstimo pour 
votre ])ersonne; e’est avec ces sontimens, que je suis 
^ladamc la Cousiue 

De Votro Altosse 

lo bon et fidellc Cousin 

Federic. 

* Tlicso ludicrous errors seem to substantiate the truth of Vol- 
bihii’s remark, tliat he should no longer play the “amanuensis 
blanchisseur.” 

« 
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Madame, a Leipsic /is 12 Jam. 1764. 

La crainto quo mes Lettres fuseiit intcrceptees, in’a 
fait jusqu’ici suprinicr mcs sentiinons lorsque lo frere du 
morcure arive a L’Improviste, et me rend la Icttre, dont 
vous avez eu madamo, la bonte do lo charger. Je vous rend 
grace de la maniere afectueuse dont vous daignez faire les 
voeux pour le bien des conjoncturcs ct pour ce qui mo rc- 
gardo. Je vous assure madamo, que sans vous lo dire a 
vous m6mo, je vous ai souhaite et vous souhaito tous les 
jours de rna vio tout lo bonheur que merite votro vertu dis¬ 
tingue et VOS grandes qualites, co sont des sontimens qui me 
resteront par la vie, parcccpi’il m’est Impossible d’estimer 
les porsonuos ou do donner mon cocur a demi; vous pouvez 
juger p.ar consequant, que j’aurois tout fait de moy mcme 
pour contribucr a Ce cpii vous pent etre utile ct agreablc, 
inais coiTio cetto matiero me paroit trop delicate pour ctre 
confiee au papior, j’en charge votre Emisaire ([ui sous votre 
bon plaisir poura vous raporter vorbalemout cc qui conserne 
cot article. Jo suis ici dei)uis quatro Semencs dans le pais 
latein, j’ai pour m'amuser passe on revue tout les profosseurs 
de cette ITniversite, j’en ai trouve trois ou quatro remplis 
de merite et de belles connoissances, entro autre un profes- 
seur Grec, qui m’a semble avoir plus do jiigcment ct de gout 
(|u’il n’est commun d’en rcncontrer dans les Savants do notre 
N.ation, mais dans la foullc j’en ai detere un qui n’auroit pas 
whape a Moliere, s’il avoit vecu de son terns ; Get homme 
admirable nia dit avee uno gravite magistralle, quil avoit 
acouche de 60 volumes eu folio, et qu’il en avoit publye 
deux tout les trois mois, je lui dis, mais Monsieur vous j)os- 
sedez done la Science universcllc; aussi fait repartit-il; 
mais Monsieur tout les trois mois deux, coment done avez 
vous pfi les composer; cela partoit de la me dit-il, metaiit 
le doit sur . m frond; un de ses confraires charitablcs ajouta 
et du Dictionaire dei* Bayle do Moriri, de Chambers, et de 
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tous Ics Dictionaires conus quo Monsieur a fondu ensemble; 
oui jo les ai refondus ensemble dit le Savant, mais je les ai 
rendus cxsclants, car je les ai corigez tout; puico le ciel 
Madame vous et moy nous preserver cotte annee et toute 
les autres de notre vie, d'auteurs qui sent peres de 60 
volumes in folio. J’en ai jusqu’a co momenta Tlmagina- 
tion si frapee que je tremble a I’aspect d’un livre a moins 
quo co ne soit uu in-douze. Jo vous demande votre Indul- 
geance ordinaire on favour des balivernes que jo vous mando, 
jai cru (jue dans le terns ([uil court e’etoient les seules nou- 
velles <|u’on jwuvoit niander et resevoir sans causer des 
sensations desagreablcs, daignez me passer I’histoirc des 
professeurs on favour dii sincere atachcraent avee loquel je 
Kiiis a jamais, 

Madame 

Votre lidele (.ousin 

ami et Scrvitcur 

F KOKRIC. 


Madame Ma Consinc, le 18 May 1764. 

Jo suis bicn heureux d’avoir fiiitnn Confession a une 
Teologieno aussi Iiuliilgento que vous Tetes, Ma cbcrc Du- 
clicssc. Dcfuct Siprianus de selobre rnemoirc m’ost devoue 
a I’anathemo, et pent etre il auroit rompu tout comersso 
avec moy cornmc avec un impio, pour avoir censsure sou 
grand Docteur do la Reform le S. Luther sur ce qu’il n'a 
pas pousse un peu plus loin la pointe; plus que Ton vit 
dans ce monde, idus on s’apersoit, que la verite est peu faitc 
pour devenir le partago des liommcs; les voelles do la 
nature, les bornes etroites do notre esprit, I’amour du mer- 
veilleux dont cliaque homo a sa petite portion, I’intcret et 
I’iniposture qui se servent des erreurs les plus absurdes pour 

G 2 
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s’acrediter par dies, cnfin tout nous avcrtit, «iuo nous vivons 
dans le Rcgne des lllusiotis, ct (juc hors qucl<iuc verites 
geoinetricjucs demontrees il no nous est pas donne d’ateindre 
a la verite; il scnible a tout prondrc, (jue nous soihes plu- 
tot places dans cc inondc pour on jouir (juo pour Ic conoitrc, 
et ({uant notre curiosite rend notre Raisson assoz tcinerairo 
pour la pousscr dans les Tencbres do la Metafisifiue, nous 
nous egarons dans cote region obscure, fauto do baton pour 
nous apuyer et do flambau pour nous ecleivr. Toutes cos 
considerations Madanio, sont assez Innniliantes pour riunour 
propre; cependent e’en seroit peu, si Ton s’en tenoit la, et 
si dies ne nous inspircroient pas des sentiincns dc 'rolcrancc 
pour ics autres aveugles (^ui s’cgarent par des Routes dife- 
rentes, (jue cdles, on le hazard nous a conduits; qui cherchc 
la verite do bonne fois, aura du soufranee pour scs I’rcres; 
il n’y a quo Torgcuil do I’esprit de ])arti ct I’intcret j)erssond, 
convert par cdui de la cause dc Dicu, qui arn\e les pcrsecu- 
teurs du glaive inis sur rautd. Voila pourquoi jo me ddic 
de CO zello enflanie des Devots, ct jaurois envie de leur dire, 
tu to fachc, tu dis des injures a ton prochain, tu as dine 
tord : mais Madame, nous ne les corigerons pas, les homes 
rcsterons tds (pi’ils out etes toujours. La Cour dc Vicno 
sera toujours ambiticusc Le St. Office pcrsecutcur, Sa 
Majeste Tres Cretieno paillarde, les Flvequcs d’AlIcmaguo 
des ferognes, et moy votre plus zde adorateur, quand memo 
les autres changcront de passion. La micnc sera toujours 
ma chore Duchesse, de vous tomoigner en touto ocasion les 
sentimons de I'Estimc de Tadmiration ct de la haute con¬ 
sideration avee Icstpidlcs jc suis 

Madame Ma Cousine 

De Votre Altesso 
le fiddlo Cousin et 
Serviteur 

Rkukiuc. 
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a Sansotici le 11 de Juin 1764. 

M;ulaine Ma Cousino, 

Un acces de goutc a la main gauche a peuse in’ani- 
pcclujr Madame de vous repoiidre; cej)endant vous faitcs 
dcs iniratdcs, ma clicrc Duchessc, vous guerissez Ics estropies, 
et ^'ous doiinez au Manchots la faculte d'ecrire. En voriti-, 
j’eto' Catolicpio je proiiverois si bicu ce Miracle, (jue la 
St. N'iergc de Chaiisonvicu devicudroit jaloux du l)ruit de 
os mervoilles; mais nous autre Calviiiistcs nous y aliens 
! imiruont, ipie nous ) rccevous pas seulcment les choscs 
jxlraordinaires, (|ui IVapcut nos sens, eu ctonant nos oreilles; 
cfi’-iidant . ladame, aprcs Pcprcuve (jue j’cn vicns d’cn iaire, 
vous I e pcrinelerai do vous iiivo(pu'T toute les Ibis, quo la 
goutte ni’assallira, jc dirai, Duchesse Sccourablc, princessc 
surnatiirellcmeiit Douec des favours du (."iel, guerissez ino}’; 
cette j)ctitc oraisou no sc fora pas cn vain, et a 2 )rcs ce <jue jc 
vicns d’eprouver, ce u’ost pas a iiioy de mamjucr do foy; La 
oomissiou (jiio vous ino donnez ina chore Duchesse, de 
inettre a la Raissoii la C'oiir luipcriallc, exsigeroit bien un 
autre miracle; nous nous somes laittus durant se])t ans 
entiers a outraiice, sans I’ien avansser par la; niais si vous 
veulliez usser do ce pouvuir '(uc vous avez exerce si cficasse- 
mont sur ma Main, je ne donttc pas ([ue vous no parveniez 
a rcsso'cr I’ambition des TiraJis (lermaniquc dans une 
spher ,»ius etroitc; nous soiTies a present jolliinent ensemble 
en a])araucc. niais le Diable no jicrd rien, et je ne voudrois 
[las (I’une ocassion favorable sc presentat a nos cnemis, car 
surcineiit ils ne la negligcroieut pas; il y a un reste do 
levain dans les cocurs, qui servira quand il aura fermente 
d’alliment a une nouvellc guerre. Pour moy, je ne doute 
pas de la voir; ines yeux serout probablcrnent fermes a la 
lumicrc lorsque le cas en existera; mais cela mampiera 
d’ariver. Cepcmjlant jouissez en attendant dcs Douceurs de 
la vie ma chore Duchesse, et traitez I’avonir avec la nicme 
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indiforanco que le paase qui a precede lo toms do votre 
naissance. Notre vie eat trop courte pour que lea soins do 
Tavenir nous fassent perdre la jouissance du moment pres- 
sent; puissiez vous on profiter de longues annees, conibleo 
de toute les prosperites quo vous meritc^z a si justes titrcs. 
Personne no vous le aouliaite plus sincorement, que je Ic 
fais. Agreoz en les protestations avec cclles do haute estime 
et de la sincere amitic avec Icsquclles je suis 
Madame Ma Cousine 

Do Votre Altesse 

le iidele Cousin ct Scrviteur 

F KDICRie. 


a Sansouci, le 9 Oct. ITb'-t. 

Madame Ma Cousine, 

Jo vous rend grace ina chore Ducliessc, do la gallan- 
tcrie que vous me f’aitcs do m’cnvoyor le l^rincc votre fils; il 
a etc ressu ici non en etranger, mais coiuinc lo fils de ma 
respectable amie. J’ai etc cliarmc de recevoir quolqu’uii (jui 
vous touche d^aussi prets, aj)rcs ma longue absence, et jc 
vous assure ma chore Duchesse, quo tout le monde a lone 
votre oeuvre, et surtout la bonne education, quo vous luy 
avez donndo. Nous n’avons pas quite Gotha dans nos 
Entretiens, mais come il n’y a aucune joyc sans (juclquc 
melange d’aiucrturnc, le prince Auguste m’a alligc on 
m’aprenant lo fluxtion dont vous ctes incomodce. Pour([Uoi 
faut il ma chore Dvichcsse quo vous soufriez dcs infirmites 
de rhumanitc,*vous qui ctes si fort au dessus du reste des 
humains? et pourquoi la nature ne respcctc t'elle pas uu 
corps, dont Tame fait les delices do tout cstro (jui pensse, ct 
dont la boi. e rend tout un Duchc heureux? Voila des 
reflections, qui me ccnduiraient trop loin, si je m’y aban- 
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donois; Votro digne ami perd sa iille, ct vous etes afHigees 
des ycux; pour qui dont sont les recompansse, si vous 
soufrcz des peinos, comment se fait il que si souvent on voit 
dans le mondo le crime Triomphe et la Vertu Malheureux. 
All lua chero Duchesse, cette machine sur laquclle le hazard 
nous a places m’a bien la mine d’aller come ello peut, sans 
que persoune no s’en ambarasse, mais pour Dieu, n’en par- 
lez pas a Monsieur Ciprianus, ou je suis perdu a tout jamais. 
Le Prince votro fils vous dira qu’il m’a trouve ici en 
retrette; jo fais un e.xtrait de tout les articles filosofiques 
de IJayle, dont on fera unc Edition in Octavo, d’environs 5 
ou fi volumes; ello sera achevee Ic printems prochain, et si 
vous mo le perrnetez, jo vous ofTrirai uue exsemplaire. Voila 
mes auiussemcns sur nics vieux jours; mais jc vous contc 
lies fagots, ct j’abusse poutetre d’uu temps presieux (juo vous 
cmploycz, et mieux et plus utillcment; n^oubliez pas, ma 
chero Duchesse, les amis absens; je pricrai le Prince Au¬ 
guste do vous fairc qiiolciuofois ressouveiiir de moy, car rieu 
me seroit plus insuportalilc (pie d’etre (ifact; de votre sou¬ 
venir ; si radmiration, si I’amitie, si la ])lus haute Estime 
j)Our votre jicrsoniie montre, (pic vous daignez jiensser a 
ceux (]ui vous homiorcnt et l encrciit, personae n’a ])lus de 
pretensions, iii do drois a votro souvenir (pic moy 
Madame Ma Cousiiie 
De Votre Altessc 

le fidele Cousiu et Serviteur 

Fiiomtic. 
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a Posdam U 31 iVOct. 17(54. 

Madamo Ma Cousinc, 

Je suis bien aise quo le Prince Auguste vous ait 
rendu coinjite ma cliero Duchcsse, des sentiments distinguez 
que je consovercz pour vous toute ma vie gravez dans men 
coeur; m.ais quoi qu’il vous en ait dit, ne pensez pas, que 
cetto matiere puisse s’epuiser si vite ni qii’une convcrssatioiis 
du Prince ait pu vous metre au fait do tout co quo vous 
inspirez a ceux, qui come moy, out le bonheur de'vous 
conaitro; Si j’ai fait une petite sortie sur la providence, 
c’est ma cherc Duchesso, qu’il m’est en veritc pas bien, ([ue 
vous soufriez; considercz la brievcte de la vie des homes; 
considercz combien ils sont exposez aux traits du mal fisique 
et aux Coruptions.du mal moral. Le mal cst dans le 
monde, on no sauroit le nyer; question est de savoir <iui I’y 
a mis; pour moy je I’ignore profondemcnt, et je felicitcrai 
tres sincerement le Docteur en Teologie, qui m’en decou- 
vrira la cause; mais s’il me parlo de sa poiue, je le ronvoye 
aux metamorfoscs d’Ovuide, a Poudane, a Barbeblcu; et 
voila cepcndant come on nous traite, et Ton expliquo des 
Enigmes par des fables; mais tout cola no vous touche 
point, le monde en va do meme, que Ton convise ou qu’on 
ignore les ressorts qui le font aller, pourvu que la vertu soit 
epargnee; que vous mo soufriez pas ma chore Duchesso, me 
voila contant, car personne ne prond plus de part a votrc 
conservation que 

Madame ma Cousine 
De Votro Altesso 

le fidele Cousin, ami 

et Serviteur 

F EDKltU;. 
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n lierlin ce MfVj^ 1751. 

Madame, 

Votro Altesse Serenissime daignera telle accepter Ic 
tribut, qn’un liommo (pii luy est pout etre iuconnu, oso 
iiiottre a ses pic<ls. Monseigticur le prince votre fils, a ([ui 
j’ay (juclqtiefois fait ina cour a Paris, me servira de protcc- 
teur aupres do votre Altesse Serenissime. J'avais la plus 
forte passion de me presenter dans votro Cour eii allant a 
BerHh, et d'.'idmircr de pros les vertus d’unc mere si 
respectable, jo no me console point do n’avoir pu jonir de 
cot houneur, ct de celuy (rapproebor encore do Monsoigneur 
le Prince de (iotba, quo j’ay vu donner a Paris do si grandes 
cs])cranc(!s, 

Jc no ])rcndrais pas la liborte d« presenter a Votro 
Altesse Serenissime ce recuoil tpi’cn a fait a Dresdo de mes 
ouvrages, si cct exemj)Iairc n’dtait, par sa singularitc digne, 
de tenir unc place dans unc Bibliotecjue. Ilya plus de 
deux cent pages corrig(?es j)ar ina main, on reimprimi'cs. 
II n’y a <pie trois cxcmjilaires an moudo de cette es])cco. 
J’ai cru rerxiplir mon devoir en envoyant un de ces oxem- 
plaires a Madame la I’riucesse royale do Pologno, ct on 
mettiint I’autre u vos pieds. J’osc me flatter Madame de 
votre indulgence, ot de votre bonte. 

Jc suis avec le j)lus profond respect 
Madame 

de votre Altesse Serenissime 

le tres humble ct tres obeissant 
Servitcur 

do Vol/I AIIIK, 

Chambellan du Roy do Prusse. 
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a Colmar le 12 Janvier, 1754. 

Grand Dieu qui rarement fait naitre parmi nous 
Dc graces, do vertus un heureux assembl^e; 

Quand ce chct-d’oeuvre est fait sois un pcu plus jaloux 
l)c -conserver un tel ouvrage. 

Fais naitre en sa favour un ctemel priutemps 
Etends tout au plus loin ses belles dcstinees, 

Et racourois ses jours dcs sots et des mediants. 

Pour ajouter a ses anne'es. 


Madame, 

(’’cst ce quo je preuais la liberte de dire a Dieu 
quaiid j’ai appris que Votre Altesse Serenissimo etait dan- 
gcrcusoment malade. J’etais aussi inquiet quo la grande 
Maitresso dos cceurs, rnais je n’etais pas si agissant, cai' il y 
a deux inois, quo jo ne peux sortir do rna chanibrc; Je suis 
done votre aumouier Aladamo! et votre Altesse Serenissime 
sc fait lire mes oeuvres teologitiues, quand elle veut s’edifier. 
Quo n’etais-jc la pour luy lire Jeanne pendant sa boiivales- 
cence! il me senible que j’aurais encore cu la force d’eii 
fairc deux ou trois chants pour I’amuser, mais loin d’cllc je 
ii’ai pas le courage d’etre gai, de plus une cin(|uaiutainc 
d’Enqicreurs, dont j’ay ecourte les faits et gestes, est une 
occupation directeincnt contraire a la joye. J’ai cu I’hon- 
ncur d’envoyer a votre Altesse Serenissimo une douzainc 
d’exemplaires du premier tome par la voye quelle a eu la 
bonte de me fairo indiquer. Jo crois (ju’ils arriveront peu 
de terns apres ma lettre. Jo n’ay pu on fairc relicr (pie 
deux, lo temps pressait. Qu’elle pardonne a I’inipatiencc 
do mettre ii ses pieds mon hommage; elle distribuera a qui 
elle voudra ces feuillcs, manpies de ma rcspectueuse recon¬ 
naissance, et de mon cnvic de lui plairc. Reprenez Madame 
cette santii brillanto (|uc je vous ay vue. Ces beaux jours. 
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tout CO quo vous environno, dependent de vous, vive/ lieu- 
reux an milieu d’uuo famille qui vous adore, et d’une Cour 
qui vous bduit. Jo mo mots aux pieds de Monseigneur et 
do toute votre augusto famille avec Ic plus profond respect, 
et le plus sincere attachemont. 

Commo j'allais former ma lettre je recevais cello, dont 
votre Altosse Serenissime m’honore en date du 5 Janvier. 
Madame, la Foret do Tliuringe est bien plus belle, que les 
rochers de la route d’Fgra; mais il n’y a plus pour moy do 
verdure; je no vois quo la chutte des feuilles, et dans I’etat 
on je suis, il n’y a ])lus pour moy de mois de May telle quo 
j’ai cu le bonhour d’en passer un cliez la descendantc d'Hor- 
culc. Je prendrai la liborte de lui leguer Joanne par mon 
testament. Je me flatte, qu’ello daignera souriro ipiebpie- 
fois avec la grande Maitresse des coeuns en lisant cc livro do 
morale, et (pi’elle se souviendra avec boute <le I’antcur, (jui 
vivra ot mourra en regrettaus plus la Tliuringe qu’aucun 
pays do Tunivors. Je renouvcllo encore mon profond 
respect. 

11 faut quo je luy conte qu’un vieux Baron de liOrraine, 
devot cornmc uu sot, s’c.st aviso de m’oeriro, touteslo Postes, 
jionr me convertir. Je luy ay fait roiiondre, que j’etois 
mort. 11 pric Dieu a presant pour lo repos de mon amo; je 
ris cependant Madame, et jo comjito euvoyer a vos pieds 
dans deux mois lo second tome, qui vous apartient, ot qui 
est un peu moins enuuioux quo le premier. Je ne suis a 
Colmar que pour cetto besogne. 
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Madame, d Cohnm\ le 27 Fevrier^ 1754. 

Je ne suis qu’un vieux etourdi, jc me suis trop fie u 
ma momoire, et dans cetto vie il faut ne so fier qu’a votro 
Altcsso Scrcnissirnc. 

Lothaire le Saa'on en xingt cinq eouronne, Voyla ce qu’il 
fallait inettre conformement au corps de I’ouvrage. Cc sera 
la matiere d'un petit errata. Je compto incessamment 
avoir riioiineur de vous envoyer le second tome. Dieu me 
garde de trailer I’liistoiro do Charles, et do marcher sur ses 
cendres qui sent encore remplies do charbons ardents; j’cu 
ay fait unc histoire particuliere sur les lettres originales de 
tons Ic Ministres; mais cola ii’est destine qu’a I’arriere 
cabinet de votre Altesso Screnissime. Sa derniero lettre 
penetre mon cocur et le dechire. Sera-t-il possible quo ma 
iiiauvaisc sante me porte ailleurs, quand toute mon amc cst 
dans le Chateau D’Ernest le Pieu.x? Mon corps est encore 
entro les mains de la nature, et un pen dans cellos du gou- 
verncmeut de France; mais non coeur n’appartient qu’a. 
Gotha. Q,ue j’ay mal fait Madame, de (juitter cet asilo de 
la vertu, de la gencrosite, do I’esprit, de la paix, des agre- 
ments! Figurez vous Madame, qu’un gros Jesuitic qui 
gouverne despoti<juement le Palatiuat, me reprochc les 
verites quo la loy de I’histoiro m’a force de dire sur les 
papes. Un autre Jesuitte, qui gouverne le diocese dc 
Porentruit ou je suis, me jjoursuit pour la meine cause. 
Ah! Madame, quo Frederic do Saxe, votre ancetre, avail 
raison de combattre pour exterminer cette engeaiice! Les 
Pretres eatholi(iues sont nes ])ersccutcurs, commo les tigres 
Bont nes avec dcs griff'es. Le elerge etait iustitue pour prior 
Dieu, et non pour etre tiran. II est vray, quo la religion 
catholiquo a fait plus de mal a votro Maison, qu’ a moy, ot 
que j’aurais tort de me plaindre. Je no me plains quo do 
ma destineo <|ui m’empeche de venir moy incme niottre ii 
VOS- ])ieds le si ond tome de ces annales. 
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.T’cspero cncoro quelque ehosc <ln printcinps, a inoins quo 
qucl(juc descendant de Sergius trois ct do Marosiene vienue 
ni’excomunier, et me poignarder; mais le portrait de Votre 
Aitcsso Scrcnissimo les fora fuir comrne cliez nous I’eau 
benito chassc les Diablos. J’ay ici riionneur de lui mandcr, 
quo j’avais retrouvc line copie do cet essay sur I’liistoire 
universelle; a quoi bon toutes ces histoires tristes! J’aiino 
micux celle do Jcjinno; inais je suis hontcux do parlor do 
Jeanne avee racs clicveux gris. Jo no connois }>liis (|u’un 
sentiment celiiy du plus profond respect de rattachemont <le 
la tendre reconnaissance qui me met anx pieds do Votre 
Altcsse Screnissime, etc. 

V. 


d Colmar, le 13 1754. 

Madame, 

Pardonnez a un pauvro malado languissant, s’il n’a 
pas riionneur d’ecrire do sa main a Votro Altesso Serenis- 
sime. .Pay bicn pour, qu’clle memo no soit maladc, et quo 
les vents du nord ct les noiges no respectont pas la Thuringe. 
Dicu lait hien cc qu’il fait; mais j’oserais prendre la liberte 
do lui demander un peu plus de solcil. Je compte, Madame, 
mettre cos jours ci aux pieds de Votro Altesso Seronissimo 
Ic second tome do Touvrage, qui est sous votre protection. 
Je prends auparavant la liberte ct jc m’acquitto du devoir 
de lui ciivoycr et do'lui soumottro co dernier hominage par 
lequcl jo finis Ic livro. 

Les libraires se butent deja do reimprinier le premier 
volume. On en annonoo trois editions dans les gazettes. 
Cest votro nom, Madame, qui attire cet empressement du 
public. 11 est vrai, quo cet empressement fait un grand 
tort a men librairo, dont cn contrefait TEdition; mais si 
Touvrage plait, s'’il ne parait pas indigno do la Protcctricc ii 
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laquelle il est dedie, jo me consolerai bicn aiscinent. L’etat 
ou je suis, Madame, ne me permet gueres de liii ocrire plus 
au long. J'aurais fini du moins ma carrierc heurcuscmcnt, 
puisque mon dernier ouvrage lui aura etc consacre. 

•T’ay I'honneur d’etre avec le plus profond respect et 
I'attachement le plus inviolable, 

Madame, 

De Votre Altesse Serenissime, 
le tres humble et tres 
obeissant Serviteur, 

V01.TAIHK. 


Loin de vous, et de votre image 
•To suis sur le sombre llivage ; 

Car I’lomblere est en verite 
Ce Proserjiine I’appanagc. 

Mais les eaux de ce lieu sanvage 
Ne sent pas colics du I’Ktli^. 

Je u’y bois point I’oiiblic du seriuent <{ui m’ciigage 
Je m’oeupe toujours de ce ebarmant visage, 

Q,ne des longtems j’ay projette. 

Je veux vous porter mon liommago, 

Je u’attends rien des eaux et de leur triste usage 
C’est le plaisir qui donne la sante. 

Madame, 

Je m’en retojirnc en Alsace ou je trouverai diimoins 
le portrait, dont vous m’avcz honorc. Votre Altosse Sere¬ 
nissime est, je crois, a present dans son Iloyaumo d’Alten- 
bourg. J o me flatte, quo la grande Maitresse des cocurs a 
eu assez de sante pour la suivre. C’est cetto sante qui est 
le point capital; il en faut assurement ])Our voyager. On 
me mande de Berlin, qu’il court une piece de vers, intituleo, 
Epitre a moi-nifme. Ellc est dit ou tres indecentc, surtout 
dans les circonstanccs presentes, et on a la cruaute, de me 
I’attribuer. Ce sont des tours qu’on me jouora souvent; 
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mais ma conduito dement assez ces impostures, ot Ic Roy do 
Prusse mo rendra toujours, a ce quo j’espere, la justice (pi’il 
ma deja rondue envers ces ridicules calomnies. Le fils du 
Marcchal do Belleiste a etc fort fete a Berlin, et y a tres 
bien reussi. 11 rcssemblera on tout A son pere. Je m’ima- 
gine, qu’il a etc a la Cour de Votre Altesse Soronissime, et 
qu’il y passcra on revenant de Berlin. Ce n’est pas assez do 
faire des revues, et do voir des bataillons et des escadrons; 
cola n’est bon qu’en temps do gurre, et Ics vertus et les 
graces sont do tons les temps. Jo vais (juittcr Plombicros; 
cetto niecje, qiii me fit partir de Gotha, et qui fit ce malheureu.x; 
voyage de Pranefort, vient encore avoc moy tater do I’Alle- 
niJignc; mais e’est de rAllemagne fram^'aise. Elle m’a 
a<!Compagnc aux eaux; elle m’accompagiie ti Colmar. Pint 
a Dicu ([u’clle etit la meme passion quo moy pour la Thu- 
ringc, et (ju’ello put passer quclque jours dans uno maison¬ 
nette aux pieds du chateau D’Ernest! Votre Altesse salt, 
([lie j’ay fixis mes priercs au destiii qui regie toutes choses 
dansce luoudc. Eanature ne m’a pas tue a Plombicros; Ic 
dostin m’empcchcrait-il d’allcr a Gotha? et puisquo mon 
coeur y ost, pourquoy ma triste figure n’y servait-elle pas? 

Je no sais nulle nouvollo digne d’etre mandt%, T^’insi- 
piditc s’est emparec do I’Europo. Je ne connais de vif, quo 
les sentiments <|ui m’attachent avec le plus profond respect, 
et la ))lus tendro reconnaissance a ce qu’il y a do plus esti¬ 
mable au mondo, etc. 

V. 


Madame, d Colmar le \ 2 jivril, 1754. 

Quelque repugnance que j’eussc a repasser par Franc- 
fort, j’y velerais pour mo rendre chez la descendante d’ller- 
cule. Des obstacles, Madatnc! il n^y on a point, lors<juo 
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vous conniiantloz; il tiy a qiie la maladic qui soit plus forte 
que les ordres et la bonte de Votre Altcsse Sercnissiiue. 
Quand je songe a I’etat ou je suis, je uie trouve bien iiidigne 
d’approcher de votre autel. Je suis comine les Icproux qui 
n’osaicnt entrer dans le temple. Quo foriez vous Madame, 
d’un hommc condanme par la nature a soulFrir presquo 
toujours ? ma lainpe ardente est dans un vaze sole et casse; 
elle brule en votre lionneur; niais Ic vaze est en pieces. 
Pourqnoy lo eoeiir ne pout il pas donuer des forces et des 
ailcs? La belle figure que je ferais. Madame, dans votre 
charmante Cour; je rcssemblerais a Tautomate (ju’on niontro 
actuellement dans Paris; il prononco mal les Icttres de 
I’alphabet; il articule quelques mots. C’est beaucoup pour 
une figure de cuire; mais ce n’est pas assez pour un otre 
pcnsaut, qui est penetre jusqu’au fonds du coeur de tout lo 
merite, et de tons les charnies de votre etro. 

Je serais dans votre Cour commo Tantale ; j’aurais faim 
et soif de vous entendre Madame, ct il faudrait roster dans 
ma chambrc. Madame de Bukwald n'a point do saute, me 
dira-t-on. Ah, Madame, c’est un Samson cu comparaison 
do moy. 11 est vrai qu’ellc vise a etro aveuglc comme 
Samson ; mais on a-t-cllc moins d’imagination et do graces ? 
Sa conversation n’est ellc pas digue do la votre ? u’est elle 
pas toujours vivo, toujours agissante? mais moy clietif si jo 
venais fairo ma cour a Votre Altessc Serenissiine, je serais 
oblige de v'ous presenter ma capitulation, ct les articles 
seraient P que je mo tiendrais convaincu de mon indignite 
et que tres rarement j’aurais I’honneur de me crever a votre 
table et d’en sortir avec une indigestion. 2° (ju’en qualite 
de pedant je coucherais dans I’antichambrc de la bibliotcquc, 
et non dans une chainbro doree, 3" qu’il me scrait permis 
d’avoir un habit fourre au mois do Juillet, attendu votre 
belle exposition au nord, ct votre forest de Tnringe. 4® quo 
je <lonner. is la profer(7nco a votre medocin et votre apoti- 
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caire sur toutes le belles Dames do votre Cour, uouvelles 
maridcs et autres. 5° que, si dans des moments d’humeur 
pordonables a un malade, jo m’avisais de fairo quelque 
noveau chants k Jeanne, il mo serait permis d’y pcindre la 
Cour de Gotha, afin qu’il y out du moins dans cet ouvrage 
un coutraste des vertus les plus charmants avee toutes lea 
folies du poeme et que vous no vous facheriez point centre 
moy d’avoir foure la une nouvclle Dorothee; Enfin, que 
Votre Altesso Serenissimo convienue, que je serais insuport- 
able. N’importo jo brule d’etre dans votre Cour; do venir 
mo mettre a vos pieds ])Our quolques mois. Gotha cat men 
chateau cn Espagne; je serais t^op heureux; e’est un beau 
songc. Une verite bion reele, o'est mon profond respect, 
inon attachemeut, ma reconnaissance pour Votre Altesse 
Sereuissime, etc. 

V. 


<1 Valjt;rn pns de Cagsel, le 28 May. 

Je Huis ceiniiie tou.s vos sujots, 

Je vous res](eeti' et vous adore. 

O destins, O Dieux, (|ue j’iniplore, 
l^uels seront pour iiioy ilesonnais 
liUs jours <£uc vous ferez oelore. 

Dieux! le plus clier do ines projets 
Est de pouvoir luy dire ojicore, 

J(! siiis coiuinc tous vos sujets, 

Je vous respecte et vous adore, 

Madame, 

Ma figure souftrante et ambulantc est a Vabern, 
pros de Casscl, chez Monsoigneur le Landgrave, et mon ame 
est a Gotha; elle est a vos pieds; clle y sera taut que je 
respirerai. J’ay bicn peur, quo Vos Altesses Serenissimes 
en m’avioz rendu malheureux pour la reste de ma vie; je 


II 
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leur* pardonne do tout mon coeur. Ce n’est pas mauvaise 
intention do lour part; mais on verite elles devaient songer, 
on me comblant do tant do boiites, on mo faisant moner une 
vie si delicieuse, qu’elles me preparaiont d’eternels regrets. 

Ou pourrai-je vivre doresnavant, Madame, apres avoir 
passe un mois cntiers ^ vos picds; Croycz vous, qu’cn 
quittant votre palais, lo sejour de Plombieres me sera bien 
agreablo! Co serait dcs eaux de Lethe qu'il me faudr<ait. 
Je prevois, Madame, que jo n’aurai autre chose a faire, qu’A 
revenir faire ma cour a Vos Altessos Serenissimes. J’ay 
ete dans le temple des graces, de la raison, de Pesprit, de la 
bienfaisance et delapaix; jo retourneray dans ce temple; il 
n’y aura pas moycn d’aller vivro avee des profanes. Je me 
mets aux pieds de Monseigneur le Due, et de touto votre 
auguste famille. Quand pourrai-je revoir ce que j’ai vu, 
et entendre encore ce que j’ay entendu? Je pars pour 
Plombieres cependant, Madame: j’obeis aux deux plus 
terribles mcdecins que je connaisse, et j’auray I’honncur do 
renouveller a Vos Altesses Serenissimes les tcmoign.agcs 
d’lm respect, d’un attacheraent, ot d’une reconnaissance, 
qui ne finiront qu’avec la vie de V. a qui lo 

papier nianque. 


d Ferney le 25 Auynst. 

Madame, 

Perraottez quo la famillo so jotte a vos picds et 
remercie la belle ame de Votre Altesso Serenissime avee 
des larmes de joye ot tout I’attondrissement de la recon- 
naissanco. 11 est juste, quo la Providence fusse maitre dcs 
cfBurs, tel que lo votre, tandis que les signes, qui font des 
gambades li Paris, sont changes en tigres. 
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Ces sottes gazettes vous auront peut etro appris, 
Madame, qiie lo parlement do Paris a condauind cinq 
jeunes gentilshommes h perir dans les flammes; niais cos 
gazettes n’ont pas dit, quo lo seul crime de ces gentils- 
homines etait d’avoir chante deu.x chansons faites il y a 
<juatre vingts ans, ct do n’av'oir [)as ote lour chapeau devaut 
une procession do capucins. Le Hoy de Prusse m’a 
mande, qu'il les aurait condamnes a parler aux capucins, 
chapeau has, et a chanter dos Psaumos. 11s out pourtant 
ete condamnes a etre brules vifs a la pluralite do quinzo 
voix «ontre dix; ct malgre un excellent inemoire, compose 
en lour faveur par huit avocats celebres do Paris. II n’y a 
rien d’exagere, Madame, dans tout ce quo j’ay riionncur 
vous dire. C)n a’a reproche a ces infortunes, on n’a allegue 
contre eux, (|uo dcs paroles, et dcs iildeccnccs, (pii mori- 
taient deux jours de ])rison. Lo plus vieux do ces jeunes 
gens .avait viiigt ct un ans. C’etoit lo Chevalier do la 
Ilarre, d’une ancienne maison, petit-fils d’un general, et 
qui le serait devenu luy meme. 11 cst mort avec un 
courage tramjuillo, comme Socratc; une telle horreur cst 
digne du douzicino siecle. L’lnciuisition de Portugal no 
serait pas s’ cruelle, (piand il s’agit do la vie dos homnics. 
Quinze voix fanati(|ucs no devraient pas suffiiro contre dix 
sages. On a pretendii, (juo lo parlement do Paris, accuse 
tons les jours do sacrifier la religion it sa haino contre les 
Evetpies, a voulu donner un exemplo terrible, qui demon- 
trat, combien il est Catolique. Quelle preuve de religion ! 
CO n’en est pas une do raison et dliumanite. Il u’y a eu 
quo lo Chevalier do la Barre d’executc, les autres se sent 
enfuis, au lieu d'allor plonger leurs mains dans le sang do 
leurs juges. On a bientot oublie cotte affaire, selon lo 
genie de la nation, et do la plus part des homines. On a 
etc a Topera comique; on a soupc avoc des filles d’opera ; a 
preche; on a fait des romans; et c’ost ainsi, quo va le 
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nionde, tandis qu’sl Gotha la boiite, Tequite, la generositc 
regnent. Je mo mots aux piods de Votre Altesne Sere- 
nissinio, avec respect, etc. 


V. 


aux Delices, le 22 Oct. 

Madame, 

II ne reste a moy pauvro perclus <[uc la libertc de la 
main droitc pour remercier votre Altesse Serenissime. Je 
connois tons les manifestos du Hoy de Prusse: le raeilleura 
ce qu’on dit, est une bataille gagtico au commencement du 
mois, vers les frontieros de la Bobeme. Voyla deja environ 
vingt mille hommes cnorts pour cette quercllc, dans laquello 
aucun d’eux n’avait la moindre part. C’est encore un des 
agrmients du rneilleur des mondes possibles. Quelles 
miscres! et quelles horreurs! La meilloure de toutes les 
demeures possibles est certaineinent cello do Ootba, ot jo 
sais bien (pielle est la meilloure des princesses possibles. 

Consorvez, Madame, la ])aix de vos etats, commo vous 
consorvez celle do votre arao. Je suis toujours dans cetto 
Hermitage si prctieiiso pour moy, pnis(|u’il a etc babite par 
un prince dont lo souvenir m’est si cher. Je crois ses 
freres diqa on etat do faire goutor a lour mere le plaisir de 
voir leurs progres; je serai attache pour jamais a cette 
auguste famillo. Jo m’intoresse bien plus a Gotha (pi’a 
Pirna. Jo supplio la grande Maitresso des coeurs, do 
ropondre do mes sentiTueuts, et do mon profond respect })our 
Votre Altesse Serenissime. 


V. 
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aiix Delices, h 27 Novemb. l7o8. 

Madame, 

II y a trop long temps pour mon coeur, ([uc jo n’ay 
eu rhonneur d’ecrire a Votrc Altcssc Sereiiissimo. Par- 
doiinez a la deplorable saute d’uu vieux Suisse. Jc n’en ay 
pas pris rnoius d’iiitcret a tout ce qui vous regarde. Jo 
dcmandais a tous Ics Alleniands (jui vcnaiont dans nos 
montagnes, si les armees n’avaient point ])asse sur votro 
tcrritoire; si on n’avait point fait quobpie oxtorsiou dans 
Altcnbourg, scion ne nouveau droit dos gens do co temps 
ey. J’ay dit cent fois, inalbourcux Lcipsik! inalhcurcux 
Dresde! mais quo jc no disc jamais iiialhcureux (rotlia! 
Les succes out done ete balances raiinee 1758, ot lo scront 
]»robablcmcnt encore rannee procbainc, et I’annec (Fapres, 
ct Dieu sait (piand les malhcurs du gbnro Immain iiuiront. 
l*]us «|UO jc vois CCS borreurs, plus je m’onfonco dans la 
retraitc. J’appuye ina gauche au mont Jura, ma droito 
aux Al|)es, ct j’ay Ic lac du Gciievo au dcviint do mon 
camp; un boii chateau sur les limites do la France, I’liermi- 
tago des delices au tcrritoire do Geneve, unc bonno maison 
a Lausanne, rampant ainsi d’uno taniero dans I’autrc, jc me 
sauvo do: Hois, et des armees, soit combinees, soit non 
combinecs. Malheur a (pii a des terres depuis le Rhin 
jusqu’a la Vistule. J’ospere qu’au moins Vos Altesses 
Screnissimes seront trainpiilles cot hiver. Votre prudence 
fera le bonheur do vos sujets ct detonrnera I’orage de vos 
Etats. Je me mets aux pieds dc votro augusto famillo. 
Je joins mes jcremiadcs a cclles quo fait avoc I’esprit la 
grande Maitresse ties occurs; je saliio lo forest do Turinge. 
Je sujqdio Votre Altesse Sereiiissimo do nc jamais oiiblier 
le bon vieux Suisse, tjui luy est attache si tendrement avec 
le [this profond respect. 


V. 
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au Chateau de Ferney, le 9 Nov. 1701. 

Madame, 

Tant quo jo sorai encore au nombre des vivants, jo 
serai dans celuy des adoratcurs de vos vcrtus et dcs occurs 
reconnaissants, reniplis de vos bontes. J’arracho rarenient 
ft nion etat de malado (jucbpies moments, ou jo puisso 
ecrirc, car je suis presque toujours reduit a mo fairo lire, et 
k dieter; mais cjuo puis-je dieter, (jue des lamentations de 
Jeremie sur ina pauvre patrio, ciui etait si florissanto il y a 
(juelques annees, et qui est a present uu objet de pitie. 
J’ay dicte pourtant une tragcdic bonne ou raauvaise, quo je 
compte avoir rhonneur d’envoyer dans quelqucs seniaines a 
Votre Altcsse Screnissime, Que no puis-jo avoir du moins 
la consolation de ratnuser (|ucl(|UO moments, puisejne celle 
d’etre a ses pieds a Gotha, m’est refuseo, 

II me parait, Madame, quo lo roy d’Auglctorro, eu 
faisaut un clioix, n’a pas donne la Pommo d la plus belle; 
car quoy que toutes les Heines soiont toujours sans con- 
tredirc, des prodiges de beaute, cependant je connais une 
Princcssc, (jui autant quo je m’en souviens, doit rcm])ortcr 
sur les rcincs marices et a maricr. J’ay peur que Ic Hoy 
d’Angleterre n’ait pas cte aussi bion servi dans ses amours 
qu’a la guerre. 

Je suis entoure do Husses, <jui disent qu’ils prondront 
Colbcrg, et d’Alleinands, qui assurent, (juo le siege est love. 
Je suis comnre celui cpii disait, les uns croient le Dinal 
Vicaire mort, les autres le croient vivant, et moy jo no 
crois ni I’un ni I’autre. 

II y a une ode d’un Suisse de Herne centre tons les 
roys, qui sont en guerre; il les traite tous de Brigands, et 
de perturbateurs du repos public. Il y a dans cet ouvrage 
des morceaux tcrribles. Ccla ne nous regarde pas nous 
autres pauvres Fran^ais, car nous u’avons pas fait grand 
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inal, Que Votro Altosso Serenissime daigne agrtw lo 
profond respect du Suisse. 

V. 


Madame, le 21 Mai/, aiix Ddices. 

J’ay etc sur lo point d’allcr voir si Ton fait autant 
de sottises dans I’autre mondo (pic dans cclui-cy, Tronchain 
ct la nature m’ont fait differer Ic voyage. Voila ce qui m’a 
privc dc riionneur d’ecrirc u Votro Altesse Serouissiiue. 
Jc la suppose actiiellcment cntourco d’officiers Fran^-ois, qui 
lui font la cour en attendant que dcs Prussiens vienlient so 
presenter a son audience; car il me parait, que toutos les 
nations font cc ([u'clles peuveut, pour venir vous faire leur 
reverence, ct (pie vous u’avc/ })as toiijours le clioix. Los 
liusses pourront bicn venir aussi a Gotha prendre dos le(;ons 
de Politesse. 

SericuHcmcnt Madame, j’aiinc mieux le temps on j’etais 
si paisible dans votre palais, ct oii il n’y avait dans a'os etats 
d’autres troupes que les V(')tres. Votre Altesse Serenissime 
pcrmott)‘a-t-ellc, (pie jc jirennc la liberte dc lui adresser ma 
reponsc a JMadamo la Comtessc de Bassewitz. Je no sais 
oil la jireiidrc et j’ignoro a ({uello armee apjiarticnt actuelle- 
ment son chateau. Dieu vcuille renvoyor bientot il la 
culture dc la terro tant do gens, qui la dcsolent, et qui 
rensanglantenent, sans savoir pouniuoi! On (lit que, si 
nous avions la paix, j’aurais le bonheur de voir ii Geneve 
les Princes vos fils. Co scrait pour moi la plus grande des 
consolations dans la doulour ou je suis do sentir quo jo suis 
prive, probablemcut pour jamais, de la presence do leur 
adorable mere. Cette paix me parait encore bien eloigneo. 
Le feu a pris aux deux bouts de TEuropc. On bat le 
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tambour depuis Gibraltar jusqu’a Archangel: cela prouvc, 
que les hommes sont fous du midi au nord. Que votrc 
Auguste famille soit tranquillo au milieu do taut d’oragcs; 
que la grande Maitresso de ceeurs so souvionne du pauvro 
malade; quo Votre Altesso Serenissime rc^’oivc avcc sa 
bonte ordinaire inon profond respect, etc. 

V. 


OHX Ddices par iUneve, Mars 
Madame. 'Ipt, 1763. 

Je suis bientot pret de quitter co monde dont vous 
faites Forneinent. Je ne m’interesse gueres a lui qu’en cas 
(pi’i! y ait encore quebjues ames coinme la votre. Le Roy 
do Prusse y jouc un grand role, et jo crois (pic Votre 
Altesso Serenissime n’a pas cte fachee, qn’il ait resistc a 
la maison, qui vous a fait })erdre votre Elcctorat. 11 a 
acquis une gloire iminortclle. Je connois une nation, (pii 
no pourra pas dire autant d’elle; mais on dit (jue nous 
avons a Paris im Opera Coiniquc, qui ost fort bon, et cela 
suffit. Si nous n’avons pas vaincu tons nos ennemis, nous 
avons du moins chassd les Jesuites; e’est un assez beau 
commencement de raison; nous finirons peut-etre par nous 
separer du Pape, et par nous en tenir a Jesu Christ, sans 
passer par les mains de sun vicairc; mais je serai mort 
avant que cc bienheureux jour arrive. 

Les Calas, dont Votre Altesso Serenissime a vu les 
memoires, obtiennont onfin justice, et le Conseil du Roy 
ordonne, (ju’on revoye leur proces. C’est une chose tres 
rare on France, (jue des partienliers puissent parvenir 
a fairo casser Tarrot d’un Parlement, et il est prescjue 
iiicroiable, qu’uno famille de protostans, sans credit, sans 
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argent, doiit le pore oto roue a un bout du royauine, 
ait pn parvenir a obtenir jiistico. Nous sommcs obliges do 
faire uno collocte en faveur de ces infortunt%: Ics frais de 
justice sont irnmenscs. Si Votre Altesso Sdreuissiino veut 
so mettre au rang des bienfaiteurs dos Galas, cllc sera an 
])rcniicr rang, et nous scrons pins flattds du bienfait, que <lc 
la soinmc, <|ui ne doit pas ctre considerable. .T’apprends 
quo pendant (|uc tout lo mondo est en paix, votreinaison cst 
cn guerre pour la ))rincipautd do Mciningen ; je me ilatte, 
<|ue votre guerre ne sera pas longue, et (pie vous la llnirez 
coinme Ic Roy de Prusso, on jouissant de tons vos dioits. 
.Pay cu rhonneur do voir autrefois, foil Monsieur lo Prince 
do Mciningen; je vous assure, ([uo sa Gour n'etait ])as si 
brillante, quo cello do Gotha. 

Jo lie sais point, Madame, oii demeuro Madame la 
Gomtossc do Bassewitz, qui vous est si attacliec; il faut 
absolument, quo je lui ecrive, et jo no .sais coinincnt faire 
sans avoir rocours a Votre Altesso Seronissimo. Je la 
sujiplio de pormettre, quo jo prenue la liberte do mettre la 
lettre dans co j)a<pict. On nous a fait espercr, Madame, 
(juo nous aurions apres la jiaix. Messieurs Ics princes, vos 
Enfans, daus notre voisinage; j’aurai <lu moins la consola¬ 
tion de faire ma com* a la mere, dans la pcrsouuo do ces 
Enfans. 

Jo me mots aux pieds dc touto votre augustc fainille, et 
je suis avec lo ])lus profond ro.spect 
Madame 

Dc Votre Altc.ssc Sercnissinic 

le tres bumble et tres 

obcissaut Serviteiir 

Vol.T AIUIC. 
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The correspondence of the Duchess Louisa with 
Helvetius, D’Alembert, Grimm*, and the ency- 
dopedistes of that day, was both extensive and 
(spintmlle. By her admirable tact, the Duke’s 
dominions esca2)ed many of the evils, which the 
seven years’ war inflicted on most other proximate 
states; and, notwithstaiuliiig her well known friend- 
shiji for the King of Prussia, the French were 
delighted with the Duchess, who entertained them 
at her Court with such exquisite taste, that Gotha 
M'as styled another Versailles. Among its guests 
were Generals Sbubise, Caulincourt, le Comte dc 
See, etc. 

We have already seen how anxious the royal 
families of Prussia and of France were to form 
alliances with the house of Gotha, which is mainly 
to be attributed to the excellent education which 
was given by the Duchess to all her children, and 
to the highly cultivated manners of her two sons, 
Ernest and Augustus, both much accomj)lishcd 
princes. The latter, who inherited his mother’s 
genius, wrote French and German elegantly. 


• Baron de Giiinm was reader to the Duke; was appointed 
resident minister of the Duke at Paris. In 171)3 was appointed 
resident minister at court of Saxony by the Empress Catherine of 
Russia. Ili*^^ coiTes))ondence with the Duchess wiis published in 
four volumes. 
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On Voltaire’s receiving a letter from this prince, 
he observed to some of his Ferney friends, “ Void 
nne Icttre d'mi jeune Prince du Not'd, que vons nutres 
igmrants nommez des barbares” It Avas still more 
uncommon at tliis period to write the Gennan 
correctly, much more to Avrito elegantly; in fact, it 
is recorded by most writers of German history, that 
feAv of the princes of this period were capable of 
corresponding in other than the French language. 

Prince Augustus, hoAvever, maintained a constant 
con’espondcncc Avith Gdthe, Wieland, Herder, &c., 
in his mother tongue. After serving the accus¬ 
tomed period in the Dutch army (in Avhich the 
house of Saxe Gotha had a regiment), as was usual 
for the fds cadet, he travelled through Germany, 
Switzerland, and Italy. At Home, he became 
acquainted Avith the celebrated Ganganelli. This 
Prince, hoAvever, did not enjoy good health, and died 
in the prime of life. 

Ilis elder brother. Prince Ernest, succeeded his 
father in 1772 , and was in the eighteenth century, 
Avhat hh'iiest the Pious Avas in the seventeenth. He 
Avas a sound scholar, had studied Jus Gentium under 
Piitter, the sciences under Lichtenberg, and was an 
elegant classic. He spoke Latin Avith facility, and 
with great pleasure; but Avas extremely annoyed by 
persons making grammatical errors, Avhich he soon 
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detected, and was accustomed, by way of reproof, 
to observe, “ I have learned my ‘ Casum”’’ the com¬ 
mon expression of German students. Even when 
reigninw Duke, he had a Greek professor to read 
llomcr with him. lie spoke French and English 
well, and also the Italian, though less perfectly. 

He started on the Grand Tour with his brother 
Augustus in 1766, and, after travelling through 
Germany and the Rhine I’rovinccs, wont through 
Belgium to Calais, and crossed over to England, 
where he remained four or five months. He like¬ 
wise visited the Highlands of Scotland. In his 
letters to the Duchess of Gotha, he declared himself 
quite embarrassed with the s])lendour of the Court 
of St. James’s, and the attentions of his Royal 
relatives. From London he went to Paris on a 
visit to Lewis XV., and, on his return to Gotha, 
married (1769) a Princess of Meiningen (Maria 
Charlotte Amelia). This union, however, was not 
a happy one, and the Duke sought distraction in 
study, giving himself up almost entirely to scientific 
pursuits, especially astronomy, in which he was 
extremely proficient, and upon which he wrote 
several works, and constructed also some solar tables, 
which are to be found in Baron do Zachs’ astrono¬ 
mical corres})ondeuce. 

He made a second journey to England, for the 
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express purpose of purchasing astionomical instru¬ 
ments, and obtaining information relative to the 
foundation of an Observatory, with whose construc¬ 
tion he was employed, and which has since become 
very celebrated for its astronomers. 

In his political opinions he was most liberal, and 
a strenuous advocate for free constitutional govern¬ 
ment. He watched the progress of the American 
war, as well as the French Revolution, with intense 
interest: and to such a pitch did he carry his cosmo¬ 
politan and philanthropic ideas, that he was on the 
point of resigning his governmeut, and going to 
America to live as a private citizen, and was with 
difficulty prevented jmtting his plan into execution. 
Many of his view's were no doubt derived from his 
association with Voltaire, Diderot, D’Alembert, 
Rousseau, &c., who wore introduced to him by 
Baron do Hrinim, and whom ho frequently met 
during his stay in Paris, at the house of Madame 
Gcoffrin. It was with great reluctance that he 
furnished his contingent of troops to the German 
alliance, to be employed in favour of the Bourbons. 

In his early youth he formed a romantic attach¬ 
ment for a Mademoiselle de Ruxlcben, a lady of 
excellent family, and, had it been possible, would 
have married her. The lady was sent to England 
to be out of the way, where her great beauty 
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attracted the notice of the Prince of Wales, after¬ 
wards George IV., by whom she had a son, who was 
brought up in Gotha, and whose family still reside 
there. 

The Duke was much attached to Free-masonry, 
and was Grand Master of Germany. He took like¬ 
wise much interest in the stage, and, during his 
reign, Eckhoff and Iffland were employed at Gotha. 

All the literary and scientific institutions of 
Gotha, the public library, the schools, &c., received 
important benefits at his hands. He died* uni¬ 
versally regretted, in 1804, and was succeeded 
by his eldest son, Auguste Emile, who, without 
exception, was one of the most accomplished 
princes of that ])eriod. He received his early 
education at Geneva, and, subsc(iucntly, mixed 
with the cleverest men of the age. His acquaint¬ 
ance with the literature of all countries was most 
extensive. He was himself a great antiquarian; an 
admirable French scholar; and the fertility of his 
imagination, the richness and brilliancy of his style, 
arc sufficiently exemplified in the compositions 
which he has left behind. 


* Those who would peruse an elegant piece of Tvatin composition 
should read the culogiiini on the Duke, hy Matthiie, contained in 
his “ Vermi. kte tSehriflm," 
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The following mwcemo! are extracts from his 
work, entitled Ein Jahr in Aricadien or Kyllenion, 
which consists of twelve idylls, to which are pre¬ 
fixed the names of the Athenian months. Some of 
the poems are set to music by Weber, Himmol, and 
by the Duke himself, who, amongst other accom¬ 
plishments, was a good musician. 
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PROEMIUM TO THE CYLLENION, 

oil “ EIN JAIIU IN AUKADIEN.” 

1805, 8vo. 

Kannst Du den Plug mit mer, o Freundinn, wageii 
Auf leichten Schwingcn zu derDichtung Au’n? 
Raach sollcn Dieli die Purpiirschwanc tragen ; 
Orangenduft soli siifs hcrnicdcr thau’n. 
lieicht treini ’Auroreiis Saiini dor goldnc Wagen; 
Ihn wird der Horen Scliaar liewiindernd acliau’n. 
Nichts sol der Reise Gotterluft Dir triilien ; 

Eil uiiverzajit! Dir will ic'A zauber ubcn ! 

Entfleuch des scliwiilen Tagos bangeu Sorgen, 

Tragt Dich der Freundscliaft Schwanenpaar! 

Triink Deintju Blick im Purpcr sclidnor Morgen ; 
Jasniin-Granateu flcchtc Dir ins Haar. 

Niniin ! Dir will ich Euterpcns Chclys borgen ; 
Gestimnit und rein ist ilircr Saiteii Paar. 

Ergreiten muss ich meiner Schwiino Ziig(d ; 

Reich inir die Hand! Wir sind ant meinein Hiicrel. 

n 

* * -x- * * 

I. Du schwurst, du wolltcst Koiniiien 
Sobald der Lenz die Wiildcr griint;— 

Dor Lenz griint liingst die Waldcr, 

Und ach! dii weilst noch feme. 

II. Dll schwurst, du wolltest Konimeii, 

Sobald die Tauhe sohnend girrt; 

Die Taubc hat gegirret, 

Uiid ach! du weilst noch feme. 

III. Du schwurst, du wolltest Komincn, 

Sobald die Rebe ahudend zahrt; 

Die Rebe hat gczahret, 

Und ach ! du weilst noch feme. 

IV. Du schwurst, du wolltest Komnien, 

Sobald die .\pfelbliihte ros’t ; 

Die dliithe hat geroset, 

Und ach! du weilst noch feme! 
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PROEMIUM TO THE CYLLENION, 
on “one year in arcadia.’’ 

Ifla'i. 

Oar’st thou with me, fair friend, the flight essay 
On light wings soaring to the land of song ? 

Swift shall the purple swans bear thee away. 

The orange blossom’s fragrance lead thee on. 

Aurora’s bounds the golden car without delay 
Shall leave behind, the hours wondering stand, 

Thy flight’s divinest joy no grief shall stay; 

Hasten undaunted, or I'll charm thee with my wand. 


Flee from the anxious cares of sultry d.ay. 

The swans of faithful friendship wait for thee. 

Lt)t thine eye drink the morning’s gijden ray. 

And braided in thy hair should the swe(!t j.asmine be. 
Come, i>i thy hand Euterpe’s chalice will 1 lay. 

Clear and harmonious the binal strings arc tuned, 

My swans, impatient, brook no more delay; 

Reach me thy h.and, my flight must be resumed. 

•X * * -iC- * 

1. Thou promised to come here. 

When .spring’s green had clothed the woods; 

Now the woods .are green with spring. 

And .alas! thou linger’st still. 

11. Thou promised to come here. 

When the longing dove should coo ; 

The longing dove hath coo’d. 

But alas! thou linger’st still. 

TIT. Thon promised to come here. 

When the vine-tree shed its tears; 

The vine-tree long has wept. 

And alas! thou Hnger’st still. 

IV. Thou promised to come hero, 

Ere the apple roses fell; 

The ai)plc rose has fallen. 

But alas! thon linger’st still. 

I 
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lie wrote a fairy tale, likewise called Polidonia, 
and many romances and descriptive pieces, dis¬ 
playing the most luxuriant fancy. Madame de 
Stacl paid the Duke a visit at Gotha, while Here¬ 
ditary Prince, and subsequently corresponded with 
him. Her letters, however, which we have had the 
opportunity of reading, are remarkable only for 
their careless and inelegant style. They are ex¬ 
tremely mystified, and in a scrawl that would 
disgrace a Paris grmtte. Ces deiix grands esprits, 
however, did not harmonize, and Madame de Stael 
purposely omitted all mention of Gotha and the 
Duke, in her work on Germany, although, as 
Eichstiidt remarks, she had passim etiam Ulaudati 
laudantur. 

It is attributed by some to the jeua? d'esp'it, 
which the Duke frequently made, and sometimes 
at the fair author’s expense, who, all the world 
knows, was very ugl^. On one occasion, Madame de 
Stael made some remark upon the Duke’s largeness 
of head and bust. The Duke replied, Oui Madame, 
niais si fai k buste, vans avez le piedestal (pied de 
Stael). 

It may be more properly attributed to the over¬ 
weening pride and vanity of the French woman, 
who was too fond of affecting the Meniw with 
princes, and of volunteering her sage counsels. 
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The last letter which the Duke wrote to Madame 
de Stael was in reply to a eulogium of hers on 
Chateaubriand and Werner, both of whose works 
the Duke criticizes with much judgment. 

Lo desir irresistible d’echanger malice centre malice, 
gaito centre gaite, lo desir de me barricader derriero les 
arabesques do rimagination, et Tarmct d’une audacieuse 
bonne humeur, lo bosoin d’emousser lo sel poignant et 
brillaut do votro satyro de la fondre, par les averses de raes 
phrases, m’ont fait malheureusement oublicr la flcche la plus 
dangcrcusc do votro riche carquois. Est-ce votre serieux, 
ou bien suis-jo autorise si prendre, trop dangerouso amie, 
le contresens do vos phrases si artistcxncnt drcssecs comme 
autant de pieges a ma bonhoinmie germainc? Je rosto 
stupefie, asjxhixic, anniliilu; il mo faut les bluettos, les 
meandres eblouissans, les crispations tourbillonnantcs du 
vertigo pour me fairo rovenir a I’existence. J’ouvro une 
grande bouclie ebaliie, jo frottc d’uno main mal-adroito cc 
front, cos youx eblouis d’une nouvclle lumiero: jo m’elforce 
do savoir Je pourquoi de tout co <jui ui’environne et lo 
comment de ma jcune existence, et mos yeux fixent toujours 
cette feuille cborio, rcstce entre mos doigts glaces, lorsque jo 
distingue les lettres, les mots, les sens, les sens de eo 
memorable ecrit. Le desir de lire ce fameux chant dixieme, 
sur line Pretresso Druide, est lo premier desir qui marque 
ma secondo naissance. Je lis, je doute, je souris, je rcsto 
scandalise, choi^ue; d’abord co n’est point un chant; puis il 
n’y a point do rapport entre une Viorge, une druidesso et 
cette Volleda sortie do la ccrvollo blaspbematrico du coeur 
fane, du gout baroque do I’originalite lutetienno do cet 
lioinino scribabondo qui hache, assaisonne de figures, et 
melo dans ses melanges scandaleuse, ce qu’il y a de plus 

1 2 



IIG 


ATJGUSTK EMILE. 


sacre, do plus fatitasquo, do plus pueril ct do plus fangcux. 
A quoi boil cctte erudition? Cos Chretiens, cos Payens no 
parlaicnt pas ainsi. Grand Dicu! (juello religion! quelle 
morale! (|uelles scenes! quelles images! Quuno vierge 
payonno,. pciiitc par im fran<;ais, parle, agisse, coinme une 
brute iininondo, commo une prostituco lutetienne, soit: jo 
vois CCS dotestables crayons entre les doigts ronges de lepro 
ct do goutto d’un Parision. Lcs cris sont les cris do 
ronagre; Jes grongnernens annoncent le sanglicr. Un 
homnie sans amour, sans ivresse, sans lo deliro do quel(|HC 
poison inasculin, viole, deshonorc, souille rinnoccnco d'uno 
fille sauvage, buletant cominc I’aniinal apres co lascif contact, 
so livro commo un insense a cet hymen ot opprobre ct 
(i’impicte formec par I’enfer ct le plus detestable contrasto, 
soit encore! cela ret^cille, cela cjiice une amo dc fumicr, un 
emur gangrene, un esprit pestifere; niais j’ai fremi, j’ai 
pleure dc hontc: non ma bonne sneur, vous avez voulu 
citer un autre onvrage, un autre chapitro, uno autre 
Druidesse, un autre chant. Non, e’est ce qu’il y a 
de plus pur, de plus grand, de plus noble, (pie vous avez 
voulu ofFrir comnie la creme dc la candour, commo Ic niiol 
do I’amour, comme le baiscr dc la paix a votre frero. 
Pardonnez, ah pardonnez, si j’ai etc iuterdit par cetto courto 
erreur, on bien commo Tango dc Tdpreuve so sort des pcclics 
de Terreur pour revoiller la fervour des coeurs des fideles, 
vous avez, charmanto JLouisinka, armce dc grands reputa¬ 
tions, voulu sonder d’un doigt sororal les replis lcs jdus 
caches du loud do moii cocur. Je rougis d’avoir etc la dupe 
do CO jou hardi, et vous serrant on plcurant contre mon 
emur repentant, je vous supplio de pardonuer cctte courte 
injustice a Textreme irrilabilite de mon etro. Ne ccssez 
point do m’aimer, ct daiguez croirc, (luc je vous estime ot 
vous admire trop, pour vous croirc capable d’autorisor uno 
mysticite iUolatro ct fantas(|ue, un gout pueril ot surcharge. 
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qui ti*est ni do la poesio ni de la religion, ni do la satyre, ni 
du pathos. Non, une erreur a etc la cause de cetto citation, 
corame une plaisanterie un pcu inhumaine cst la cause de 
ce «iue vous ne dites sur Tautour des fih de la mUee, de la 
croix ati bord de la mer Baltique, de Luther^ de Vanda, 
d'Attila. Je serais tcnte de dire; j’ai lu Vanda, helas! j’ai 
lu I’Attila, helas! si vous aimez reellement cet auteur, 
nicttez lui de par lo St. Esprit des esprits saints, ic hohi. 
Je ne suis point injuste envers Werner. C’cst unmarchand 
qui a fait banqueroute, et qui vend ses garde-bouti(]UPs, un 
peu retapcs par I’ecole et la mode, pour Ics ducats des 
entrepreneurs et les applaudissemens bruyants et insenses du 
Paradis: aussi Paradis y a-t-il ]>ai*tout. JVIais je vous vois 
faire a lua lettre la mine, ([ue me font fairc les cternites a 
cin({ eternites de A otre soi-disaiit protegC. En vous suppli¬ 
ant, (jue les belles choscs (pie vous me dites dans votre 
dcrnic-rc lettre sur roriginalite. do inon esprit, sur sa profou- 
deur, sou lumiiicux, soient ])lus vraics et plus scrieuses, que 
CCS eloges; adieu, adoi'ablc Louisiiika, croyez, quon pent 
vtre Prince Allemand vt avoir le si-ha commun. Pour lo 
bon gout, j’en ai donuc j)lus d'une preuve on vous aiinant. 
on vous adiniraiit, bicu plus vous ineino ([ue lo linibc (jui 
vous environiie, en resistajit aiitaiit a vos idogcs (|u’a vos 
satyres, ce (pii ])eiit-etro n'est (pi’uii; j'ai })rouvc, ct bicu 
])rouvc autant I’incorruptibilitc, (pic la Constance fcrnio do 
nion caractere. Adieu done, charinanto amie, uu sourire, 
uu mot sororal, mo feront bientot oublier ccs picotemons 
])assagi!rs do votre satyro. Jo baise vos belles mains en me 
uommant avec la plus juste fierte ma smur. 

V'^otre frcrc, votre ami 
Eahle;. 
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The Duke’s political life is chiefly remarkable 
from his connexion with Napoleon, whose part he 
espoused after the battles of Jena and Auerstadt, 
joining the Rhine-Bund with the other Princes of 
the Emestinian line, and furnishing a contingent of 
one thousand men, wdio took part in the battles of 
the Tyrol against Austria. 

At their first interview the Emperor inquired 
the number of the Duke’s subjects, to which the 
Duke replied, “That which your Majesty may 
command.” On another occasion, when Napoleon 
was to pass through Gotha, he requested the Duke 
to make no public preparation or ceremony. The 
Duke, however, ordered general illuminations, and 
royal salutes to be fired. The Emperor, hearing 
the cannon, reminded the Duke of his express wish 
to be received without display, and inquired why 
the guns were fired? Sire ” answered the Duke, 
“ e'esi la seule occasion qiie vous aurez (deniendre mon 
artiUene.'' 

The Duke was a great favourite of the Emperor, 
who remitted the fine of one million seven liundrcd 
thousand francs w'hich had been imposed upon the 
Duchy, in common with the others, after the battle 
of Jena. There are an infinity of anecdotes related 
of this Prince. He was very fond of practising 
innocent ieceptions u])on his courtiers, but more 
esiiecially upon the Savants and ProfiBssors. 
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Having bad a long discussion with Professor 
Jacobs (who was his Voltaire) concerning the 
curious phenomenon of the Mattm-Konig, of whose 
reality the learned Professor much doubted; the 
Duke, being rather annoyed, expressed his astonish¬ 
ment at the Professor’s being ignorant of a pheno¬ 
menon which, he declared, was known even to the 
ancients. The Professor took his leave. The fol¬ 
lowing morning the Duke sent for another Profes¬ 
sor, and requested to bo furnished with some 
quotation from a Greek or Latin author to corro¬ 
borate his assertion. The Professor answered, that 
it W'us not possible, since the rat w'as unknown to 
the ancients, being introduced into Europe from 
America. The Duke however, bent, if possible, 
upon mystifying the learned Jacobs, made a draw ing 
re[)resentative of the Ratten-Konig, in a circular 
form, and insisted upon the Professor’s writing a 
Greek description round it, which was done. The 
Duke sent this to his brother. Prince Frederick, 
then residing in Rome, and desired him to have the 
drawing sculptured on a vase, wdth the inscription, 
&c., as much like an antique as possible. This wish 
was complied with, and the urn packed up, and sent 
to Gotha. On its arrival, the Duke sent for Profes¬ 
sor Jacobs to assist in unpacking a case of antiques, 
amongst which, the Duke, with well-feigned surprise. 
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triumphantly pointed out the pseudo-antique, which 
seemed to corroborate so incoiitestibly the point at 
issue. 

The Duke, however, though eccentric was a man 
of sound judgment, and by nature gifted with high 
reasoning powers. We give, in illustration of this, 
a letter written by the Duke to the Bai’on de Zach, 
his astronomer. 

Je ne mis ni astronome, ni pkysicien*, mais il me 
scmblc singulicr, qu’en parlant (ratmospherc do la luno, I’ou 
s’imaginc ou Ton suppose, qu’clle est iin fluide a j)eu-pres 
comme colui qui eiitoure notre terro, tandis qu’il cst assoz 
probable qu’elle est de toute autre nature. On dit il n’y a 
point d’atniospbere dans la lime, pareequo en tout toms ou 
y voit tous les objets, les taches claires cst obscures, los 
ntontagnes, les vallons, les crateres, etc., toujours avee la 
memo clarte et nettete. Notre atmosj)here, il cst vrai, de 
terns en terns so figo, so coagule, si j’ose uinsi parlor, elle sc 
trouble, perd sa transparence, devient opaque, offus(|ue, ct 
cache les objets (pi’elle recouvro dans cet ctat do decompo¬ 
sition. Mais quclles sont le prouves qui nous portent Ji 
croire, que la m<^mc chose arrive k ratmosphere de la luno ? 
N’avons-nous pas dcs regions sur notre globe, comme par 
cxcmple TEgyptc, oii notre atmosjdicro rcstc toujours dia- 
phano, tandis que d’autres, comme les pays circumpolaires, 
sont continuelleraent enveloppces de nuages et de brouillards 
epais. Par quellcs raisons suppose-t-on que ratmosphere 


• Il scrait I’liu et Tiiutre, s’il le veuluit. Sa lecture, sa lueiuuire, 
son esprit origiiul, et sou erudition lieuuent de prodige. 
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do la lunc soit surchargdc on so deconiposc on vapours douses 
conitno cellos do notro iituiosphero ? 11 est plutdt a prosu¬ 

mer, quo la lune est entouree d’unc atmosplioro iufiucniont 
plus subtile quo la iidtre. Pendant quinze jours do suite lo 
solcil dclairo et echaufle contiimcllenient cot lioinis[)hcro do 
la lune, (jui ost toujours tourne vers nous. Cot astro actif, 
no dissiporait-il pas toutes cos exlialaisons, toutes cos 
vapeura, s’il y on a, no les cliasscrait-il pas dans cot autre 
lidmisplibre oj)])OSc, oil olios s’accuinuleraieiit, sc condonsc- 
raient pendant dcs units quiuzo fois jilus longues que les 
iiotrcs? Si dans les regions do notro terre, qui out le soleil 
au zenith, il y dardait ses rayons enflanunes pendant (piinze 
jours do suite, comtne il lo fait dans la luno, uotre atmo¬ 
sphere ne changcrait-ello pas ? no doviendrait-cllo jias touto 
autre qu’ello u’est dans son etat actuel.* No so rarelicrait- 
elle pas aun poini, qu’clle ne serait plus resjiirable pour des 
etres organises comrae nous? nous no pourrions ])lus y 
oxistcr, les animaux, les plantcs, toutes les productions do 
la nature aniineo et agissanto y jun-iraient iminaiupiable- 
mont; une atmosjdierc si rarefice, si subtile, loin do ternir 
on d’ofTusqucr Ics objots qu’on vorrait ii travers, on ndiaiis- 
serait ])cut-otrc encore I’eclat et la nettete. C’cst ainsi (|uc 
les jouallicrs Tudiens, pour eprouver la beaute dcs pierres 
prccicuses, pour bicn reconnaitre les vrais diainans et autres 
Cromealidcs dcs I'ausscs, les ouduisseut, ou les mettent dans 
rhuile do Ben, do Quassia, (jui no so fige jamais, ou dans 
dcs csjieccs do iS'a])htcs, c’cst a travers ces atmospheres pour 
ainsi dire, artificiclles, qu'ils voient et jugent Ic mieux 
Teclat, la beaute, la perfection, la belle can et le prix de ces 
])ierres tines, etc. 
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The Duke first married Louisa, daughter of 
Frederick Francis, Duke of Mecklenberg-Schwerin, 
and in 1802, Caroline Amelia, Princess of Hesse. 
By his first consort, who died 1801, he had one 
daughter, Dorothea Louisa, born December 21st, 
1800, who was married to Duke Ernest of Coburg- 
Saalfeld, and became the mother of the two Princes, 
Albert and Ernest, of Saxe Gotha. The Duke 
died, without male issue, in 1822, and was succeeded 
by his brother, 

Frederick IV., whose early life had been spent 
in the service of Holland; he served in the cam¬ 
paigns against the French, where he received a 
wound in the head, which ultimately caused his 
death. He spent the greater part of his time in 
Italy, being a great lover of the fine arts. He 
himself was no contemptible poet, and had a great 
taste for music; he was likewise well skilled in 
antiquarian lore. 

During his stay in Italy he became a convert to 
the Roman Catholic faith, and, consequently, by the 
laws of tlic duchy, could take no part in eccle¬ 
siastical affairs. But, in addition to this, soon after 
his return from Italy, his health became such as to 
totally incapacitate him from taking any jiart in the 
government of the duchy, which was carried ou 
entirely by the minister, De Lindenau. The Duke 
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died in 1825, without issue, and the government 
was conducted by a joint regency of the Dukes of 
Mdningm, Coburg, and Hildburghausm, for nearly 
a twelvemonth; after considerable difficulty, the 
succession was determined in favour of the Duke of 
Coburg-Saalfeld, when the two duchies became 
united, under the title of Saxc-Cohurg Gotha. 


Although the marriage of Prince Leopold of 
8axc-Coburg with the Princess Charlotte of Wales 
has rendered the name of Coburg more familiar than 
that of Gotha to the English ear, little more ])erhaps 
is known, even of the fonmer, beyond the simi)le 
fact that such principality exists. The nature of 
the connexion between the two fomilies, as well as 
the causes which led to the union of the formerly 
distinct duchies, are not generally understood. Ijr 
concluding our “Memoirs” with some biographical 
notices of the reigning family, furnished to us by 
11 is Serene H ighness’ cha])lain, Dr. Gensler, w e 
shall take the opportunity of explaining these points. 

Like Gotha, and, in fact, all the other duchies, 
its early history is extremely complicated, and. 



124 


SAXE-COBURG. 


though existing as a principality from the thir¬ 
teenth century, we may consider Ernest the Piom 
as the founder of tlie Ducal Line; his son, Duke 
Albert, taking Coburg, under the same arrangement 
which gave Gotha to Frederick, and Saalfeld to 
.John Ernest, Duke Albert, however, died without 
issue in 1699, and, after five-and-thirty years of 
contention between the different surviving branches 
of the family, Coburg was obtained by Francis Josias 
and Christian Ernest, sons of John Ernest, who, on 
the death of their ])arent in 1729, reigned jointly, 
removing from Saalfeld to Coburg, and taking the 
title of Dukes of Sawc-Cohurg Smlfeld. The former 
prince died in 1745, leaving his brother solo pos¬ 
sessor of the duchy. This Duke hi-st established 
the law of primogeniture in Coburg. He was much 
beloved by his subjects, as well as by the jnnnces of 
the surrounding duchies, and, from his Avisdom and 
high integrity, was chosen tlie guardian of several 
minors of the ducal houses of Saxony. The Duke 
had four sons. By the marriage of the eldest, 
Ernest Frederick, with the Princess Antoinette of 
Brunswick, (sister to tlie celebrated Prince Ferdi¬ 
nand, as also to the Queen of Denmark, and to 
the consort of Frederick the (Jreat,) the house of 
Coburg-Saalfeld became allied with some of tlu^ 
principal reigning familiiis «»f EurojK*. 
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The younger sons of the Duhe embraced the 
ju'ofcssiou of arms. Prince Christian entered the 
service of Austria, and obtained many honourable 
distinctions during the seven years’ war. Prince 
Adolphus, c<)lonel of a Saxon regiment, fell in the 
first Silesian war, while young. The fourth and 
youngest smi, Frederick Josius, was so celebrated a 
military commander, that we arci induced to i>rosont 
an extract from his Biography by Mr. Shobcrl. 

“ lie entered, at the beginning of the seven 
years’ war, into the Austrian service. Though then 
very young, the Eniiucss-Qneen, Maria Theresa, 
intrusted him with the command of the Ansj)ach 
regiment of (hiirassiers. lie signalized himself by 
his courage in various engagements, and was 
wounded in the battle of Collin. Highly esteemed 
by the Imperial Court for his mild, amiable cha¬ 
racter, his valour, probity, and talents, he soon 
arrived at promotions and honours. Both in 
Gallicia and Hungary, where he was invested with 
tlie chief military command, an appointment of very 
great importance, he was beloved and respected; 
indeed, his memory is still revered by the Hunga¬ 
rians, who have not forgotten the protection which 
he alfortled, to the utmost of his power, to the 
numerous Protestants resident in that country. 

AVheu the Emperor .Toseph IT. commenced the 
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last Turkish war, he assembled a particularly fine 
army of near one hundred thousand men, and 
directed his efforts to the reduction of Belgrade. 
This army was commanded, under the Emperor, by 
Field-Marshal Laudohn. The Prince of Coburg 
was placed at the head of a corps of eighteen 
thousand men, destined partly to cover the grand 
army, and partly to make a division in Wallachia 
and Moldavia, by which also it was designed to 
establish a communication with the Russians, whose 
main force was engaged with Oczakovv, and some 
other fortresses. .At the same time that the Prince 
was detached with his corps from the Austrian 
grand army. General Suwaroff was detached with 
the like view's from the Russian. The service 
upon which these tw'o distinguished commanders 
w'ere sent soon produced an intimate friendship 
between them, which death alone internipted. To 
them belongs the glory of the highly brilliant 
campaign, which brought the war to such a speedy 
termination. 

Continually united in their operations, they 
reduced the whole of Moldavia and Wallachia, and 
repeatedly vanquished the army of tlio Grand 
Vizier, though four times as strong as their own. 
The most decisive of the victories occurred at 
Foeksan and Martinosti. While Coburg and 
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Suwaroff were tlius gaining victory after victory, 
and deciding the issue of the war, the imperial 
grand army had uselessly lost the flower of its 
troops in unimportant actions, and by disease, and 
was therefore compelled to relinquish the honour of 
the campaign to Prince Josias alone. The Emj)eror 
then appointed the Prince to conduct the nego¬ 
tiations for peace with the Porto, and rewarded 
his services with the rank of Field-Marshal, and 
the Grand Cross of the Order of Maria Theresa, 
instituted for military merit; a distinction the 
more valuable on account of the difliculty of 
earning it, and the sparing hand with which it was 
conferred. 

About this time commenced the war of the 
French llevolution, and the troubles in the Nether¬ 
lands. Leopold, who had now ascended the imj)e- 
rial throne, summoned the Prince of Coburg to 
the chief command of the allied army in the 
Netherlands, on which occasion the Prince was 
also nominated Field-Marshal of the Empire. With 
this appointment no commander, except the Arch¬ 
duke Charles, has been since invested. The cam¬ 
paign of the Prince, though obstructed by various 
difliculties, partly thrown in the way by the court 
of Vienna itself, was nevertheless attended with 
the best success against the French. The young 
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Emperor, Francis TT., honoured the Prince with his 
confidence in a high degree; at the same time, the 
latter found means to keep up the best understand¬ 
ing with .the rest of the allies. 

The victory of Neerwinden, the reduction of 
Valenciennes, and other achievements of Prince 
Frederick, are too well known to need recapitu¬ 
lation. The Fmporor Francis rewarded him with 
the diamond star of the Order of Maria Theresa, 
which had been last woni by the renowned 
Ijaudohn. How t(;rrible the name of Prince 
Frederick had become to the republican French, is 
evinced by the well known form of accusation, 
“ Complice de Pitt et Coburg,” a form which sealed 
the doom of tliousands of unfortunate victims, and 
in which democracy associated the names of those 
w'hom it considered as its two most dangerous 
enemies. 

Prince Frederick resigned the command of the 
army, and Clairfait was apj)ointe<l his successor; 
but, with the departure of the Prince, fortune also 
seemed to have forsaken the banners of the allies. 
I le retired to his native city, where he attained to 
a serene old age, and terminated his glorious career 
in February, 1815, in his seventy-sixth year.” 

Duke lamest Frederick had by his consort, 
Sophia Antoinette of Brunswick, two sons and a 



FRANCIS OF SAXE-CODUaa. 120 

<lauglitcr. Frnncii, his eldest son, and successor, 
made the science of government his peculiar study. 
With a clear understanding he united a truly 
philanthropic spirit and rare attainments, acquired-in 
the indulgence of an ardent passion for the sciences 
and fine arts, of which, till his death, he was a 
zealous patron and admirer. The Duke first 
married a Princess of Jlildburghausen, and secondly 
a daughter of the Prince of Reuss Ebersdorf, by 
whom he had nine children (four sous and five 
daughters). This Princess, by her wisdom and 
tender motherly care, created a 'family circle sr) 
hap])y and so well regulated, as is rarely to be met 
with on the thrones of Europe. The Duke himself 
drew up a systematic plan for the education of his 
sons, w'hich was first conducted by Counsellor 
1 luchen, ami subsequently by Colonel von Soigneux. 
It was the Duke’s intention that his elder son. 
Prince Ernest, should complete his studies at Got¬ 
tingen; the unsettled state of Germany, however, 
prevented the fulfilment of his wishes. The Prince 
himself, fired by the brilliant example of his great* 
uncle, the Field-Alarahal Josias, was desirous of 
entering the army, and he x’ceeived a military 
command from the Empress Catherine of Russia, 
and subsequently was a])poiuted, by the Emperor 
Alexander, General of the Horse Guards. The 
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Prince’s sister had become (1796) the consort of the 
Emperor’s brother, the Grand Duke Constantine, 
and the connection was still farther strengthened 
by the marriage of another sister in 1798, with the 
Duke of Wurtemberg, brother of the Empress 
Mother. 

In the year 1800, the Prince made the usual 
declaration of faith as a Protestant Prince, and in 
1802, being declared of age by the Emperor of 
Germany, entered upon his public life. The fol¬ 
lowing year ho went to Berlin, to make liimscif 
practically acquainted with the art of w'ar in all its 
branches, taking part in the various reviews and 
military movements of the Prussian army. In 1804, 
the Duke travelled through the Rhine provinces 
and Alsace, and, in the following year, accoin|)anied 
his brother Prince Leopold throu"’ ISIoravia, on a 
visit to the Em])eror Alexander, and to assume his 
command in the Russian army. The intrigues of 
Napoleon, however, having compelled the Russians 
to retire, the Duke returned to Berlin, and, early in 
*1806, to Coburg, when, after the most earnest 
entreaties, having obtained his father’s consent to 
his taking an active part in the war, which threat¬ 
ened every day to break out between France and 
Prussia, 1? went to the head-quarters of the 
Prussian army at Naumburg, and was with the 
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King in the neighbourhood of Blankonheim when 
the battle of Saalfeld was fought. This battle was 
productive of the most calamitous consequences to 
the house of Coburg Siialfeld. The reigning Duke 
Francis had retired with his family, for greater 
security, from Coburg to Saalfeld, which is situated 
on the northern side of the Thuringian mountains. 
The castle, however, was stormed by the French, 
and the ducal family suffered all the miseries which 
the disastrous result of the battle necessarily 
occasioned. 

The Duke, already infirm, did* not long survive 
the shock, but died a few months after, in the 
beginning of December. Napoleon immediately 
issued a proclamation, declaring the hereditary 
Prince Ernest (now become reigning Duke) his 
enemy, and caused his dominions to be taken 
possession of. A French intendant and com¬ 
mandant were sent to execute these orders, who 
seized all the personal property of the Duke, 
imposed a heavy fine upon the country, which had 
already suffered severely by the plunder of tue 
troops during the passage of the French army. 

The Duke had accompanied the King of Prussia 
to Weimar: here he took part in the battle of 
Auerstadt, under the Duke of Brunswick, and was 
almost the sole coni|)anion of the King in his flight 



132 


ERNEST, 


to Magdeburg. After the battle of Piiltusk, and 
junction of the Russian and Prussian forces on the 
Weichsel, he accompanied the King to Kbnigsberg 
and Memel. Here the Duke was attacked with a 
nervous fever, then prevalent in the Prussian aniiy, 
brought on by excessive fatigues, and exposure to 
severities of climate. The French attacked Kdnigs- 
bcrg, and the Duke was obliged to flee. He nearly 
fell a victim to this disease, and only slowly reco¬ 
vered under the skilful treatment of Hufeland :tt 
Memel. He ^vas not for some time, however, able 
to take any active part in the military movements 
of the army, but retired to one of the neutral states 
of Austria. Previous to his departure, he received 
from the King of Prussia the order of the Red 
Eagle, and from the Emperor of Russia the orders 
of St. Alexander Newski, and St. Anne, and also 
the assurance of his duchy being restored to him as 
soon as possible. 

This was not, however, effected until the Peace 
of Tilsit (1807), when the Duke received an invita- 
flRn from the Emperor Alexander to meet Napoleon 
at Dresden, and there, at the Emperor’s request, 
Napoleon consented to reinstate him in his duke¬ 
dom, and likewise ordered the two years’ reveniKi, 
and the sums extorted by the French governor, to 
be repaid. The Duke at the same time received 
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from the Emperor Napoleon an invitation to Paris. 
The Duke returned to Coburg on the 2nd of 
July, and was received with the greatest demon¬ 
strations of love and enthusiasm. But everything 
was in a most deplorable state; coffers empty, the 
very furniture of the castle, horses, carriages, plate, 
&c., had all been plundered*. 

The people were likewise in a wretched condi¬ 
tion. Their distresses first occupied the Duke’s 
attention, as all looked to him to bring round a 
better state of affairs, which he happily accom¬ 
plished. 

Napoleon having repeated his invitation, the 
Duke left at the end of September for Paris, where 
he met with a most friendly reception from the 
Emperor and the Empress Josephine. Napoleon 
promised the Duke, by way of indemnity for the 
losses he had sustained, the greater part of the 
upper principality of Baireutli; but the affaire of 
Italy, and preparations against Spain, so occui)ied 
Napoleon, that the Duke returned, after a month’s 
absence, without any definitive arrangement haviJ^ 
been made, and occupied himself with making judi- 


* The tcinporrtry difficulties aiul tinniici.al eii)1>arrassnieiits arising 
out of thest! caxises, have no doubt originated the absurd and mali¬ 
cious report of the poverty of the family of Coburg. 
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cious changes in the government of his duchy, and 
the different institutions, which were pro<luctive of 
much good, and gave general satisfaction. 

The kind friendship of the Emperor Alexander 
induced the Duke to make a journey to St. Peters¬ 
burg (1808), (leaving the administration of the 
duchy to his brother. Prince Leopold,) where he 
met the King of Prussia, and, for the last time, the 
Queen Louisa, in whose favour he stood very high. 

On the renewal of the war between France and 
Austria (1809), the little territory of Coburg was 
again exposed to all the miseries attendant on the 
passage of the French troops. Moreover, the cir¬ 
cumstance of the Duke’s brothers. Prince Leopold 
and Prince Ferdinand, occupying distinguished posts 
in the Russian and Austrian armies, served to create 
a distrust of the reigning Duke, which was not 
lessened by the misrepresentations of a dismissed 
minister of the Duke. Napoleon peremptorily 
insisted on the Duke’s recalling his two brothers 
home, and sent the Baron de Bacher to watch his 
naovements, declaring that, should the brothers be 
made ])risoner8, they would be tried by a FreJich 
council of war. These demands were not, however, 
complied with, and the Emperor started doubts con¬ 
cerning the boundaries of the Duke’s dominions, 
and threatened to de[)rive him again of his duchy. 
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observing, Je trouve tmjmirs le nom de Cdbourg dans 
le rang de mes ennetfiis, and that he felt released 
from all previous promises. The province of Bai- 
reuth was given to Bavaria. 

The patriotic and honourable conduct, however, 
of the three Princes of Coburg, could not but inspire 
even Napoleon with respect, and in 1812, previous 
to the breakiug out of the war with Russia, when 
the Duke arrived in Dresden to assist in the poli¬ 
tical arrangements between the Emperor of Russia, 
King of PiHissia, and Napoleon, the latter excused 
himself to the Duke for not having kept his pro¬ 
mise in reference to tlie province of Baireuth, and 
paid him marked attention. Here, however, the 
seeds of that alliance were soM'n wliich subsequently 
broke the power of Napoleon. The summer of 
1812 the Duke passed at Tbplitz with the King 
of Prussia, and the winter at Potsdam. On his 
return, he found the vanguard of the Italian army, 
under General Bertrand, quartered in Coburg, and 
it requirc<l the greatest activity and prudence on the 
part of the Duke, who was an object of suspicion to 
the French generals, to prevent the ill treatment of 
his subjects. 

The time had now arrived when the Treaty of 
Tilsit was considered as annulled. The battle of 
Leipsig was fatal to Napoleon’s iuiluence, and 



EllNEST, 


IV,a 

rejiiiiniatcd the vvliole of Germany. 1’he Duke 
of Coburg and his brothers. Princes Leopold ainl 
Ferdinand, who had both taken a most active part 
against Napoleon, were among the first to aid in the 
emancipation of their country. The Duke raised 
a body of troops, and joined the allies at Frankfort, 
where he received the command of the 5th Corps 
of the German army, and was charged with the 
organisation of the military forces in the grand 
duchy of Berg, which formed a part of Mie Silesian 
army, under Bliicher. The Duke received orders to 
relieve the troops .before Mayence, and was on the 
])()int of storming the fortified camp of AVeiseiiau, 
when the news of the taking of Paris put a stop to 
all hostile oi)erations, and, agreeably to the nego¬ 
tiations with Louis XVIIl. and the Allied Powers, 
the Duke took possession of JMayence on the 4th of 
May, and, having api)ointed a governor, loft f..)r 
Paris, to join the Princes of the League, where 
Louis XViri. received him with the strong(!St 
marks of friendship and esteem,- observing that 
Tom cam; <jui appartiennmt a la Maismi de Seue, 
sont mes plus chers parents. 

The Duke returned to Mayence, and having con¬ 
cluded there the necessary military arrangements, 
left for Coburg, where a series of festivities and 
rejoicings welcomed his arrival. The Duke’s pro- 
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sence was shortly after required at the Congress of 
Vienna, where he most nobly and most disinter¬ 
estedly advocated the cause of the King of Saxony. 
The Duke was promised an increase of territory, 
but the renewal of the war prevented the necessary 
arrangements being put into execution. 

On the return of Najiolcon from Elba, the Duke 
was apj)ointed General of the Saxon forces, which 
formed a part of the grand aimy under the Prince 
of Sellw'artzenberg. After the battle of Waterloo, 
the Duke’s corps was ordered into Alsace, and from 
hence the Duke w'eiit to Paris, anil took jiart in the 
military ojierations of the allied armies, and received 
the higliest marks of apiirobation from the different 
monarchs, being presented with the Grand Cross of 
the Military Order of St. Henry, by the King of 
Saxony; the George Cross and rank of General of 
Cavalry, by the Emperor of Austria; and other 
tlattering distinctions. 

The early life of the Duke, as wo have seen, 
was far from one of ease and indulgence. The 
tranquillity of Geimany being at length in some 
measure restored, the Duke occupied himself in 
beautifying his territories, in enacting wdiolesome 
laws, and founding useful institutions. In February, 
1810, the Duke w’as present in Vienna, at the mar¬ 
riage of his brother. Prince Ferdinand, with the 
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Princess Kohary, the richest heiress of Austria, 
(laughter of Prince Kohary, grand-chancellor of 
Hungary; and in the same year, his brother. Prince 
Leopold, was united to the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales, The following year, the Duke himself 
formed a matrimonial alliance, selecting for his 
consort the Princess Louise of Gotha Altenburg, 
whose beauty and amiable disposition rendered her 
an object of universal admiration. The summer of 
1818 was also a period of joy and festivity at 
Coburg, caused by tlie birth of a Prince, and by the 
celebration of the* Duchess of Kent’s marriage, the 
Duke’s sister. On the 2()th of August, 1811), a 
second lu'ince (Prince Albert) was born. 

'I'he Duke at this time took an active part 
in the councils of the German Confederation at 
Franzensbad and Carlsbad, under the lU’osidcncy 
of Prince Metternich. In 1820, the Duke was in 
Vienna for the same purpose, and at his departure 
received from the Emperor the Grand Cross of the 
Order of St. Stephen. 

The death of the Duke’s fother-in-law, the Duke 
Augustus of Gotha Altenburg, which took jdace 
after a long stay in Coburg, cast a gloom over the 
Ducal House, which was not speedily dissipated. 
In 1824 some unpleasant family differences arose, 
which ended in the formal separation of the Duke 
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and Duchess. In November of this year, the Duke 
obtained the duchy of Gotha, by an arrangement 
with the Dukes of Meiningen and Hildburghausen, 
giving up Saalfeld to the former, and Altenburg, 
which had been always annexed to Gotha, to 
Hildburghausen. 

There can be nothing more ridiculous or un¬ 
founded, than the report of some of the English 
journals, that the Duke obtained the duchy of 
Gotha through English influence. It was wholly a 
])rivate family an’angemcnt, and the chief cause of 
the Duke’s success was his claim, in right of liis 
consort, to the allodial possessions of the Duke of 
Gotha, which were so considerable, that the Dukes 
of Meiningen and Hildburghausen were unable to 
purchase them, and as they wore not easily separable 
from the possessions of the state, the arrangement 
we have described was found most convenient for 
all parties. 

The Duke now took the title of Duke of Saxe 
Coburg Gotha, residing half the year at Coburg and 
the other half in Gotha, with occasional visits to the 
ducal hunting seats of Roscnau and lleinhardsbrunn, 
which are admirable specimens of the Duke’s archi¬ 
tectural taste. 

The two duchies, having, from the time of Ernest 
the Pious, had their separate governments, peculiar 
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j)rivilogcs, and distinct interests, it required a con¬ 
siderable share of the Duke’s time and attention to 
superintend measures for assimilating their mode of 
Government, the organization of the Courts of 
Justice, Ecclesiastical affairs and Forest laws, and 
other important mattei'S. The detail of the different 
arrangements would not amuse the reader, and it is 
sufficient to say, that a most cordial union and 
amalgamation of the interests of the formerly dis¬ 
tinct duchies was effected. 

In 1831, the Duke lost his august parent, the 
Duchess Dewager, whose eventful and useful life 
had been prolonged to a good old ago. The same 
year was marked by the decease of the Duchess 
Louise, (in Paris, August 30,) who had remarried a 
Count de Pelzig. In December 23rd, 1832, the 
Duke married the reigning Duchess, a Princess of 
Wurtemberg. 

The two Princes being now resj)cctively sixteen 
and seventeen years old, Avere confirmed on the 11 th 
April, 1835, in the Ducal Palace, at Coburg, after 
N^hich ceremony, they*, for the first time, (juitted 


• We are i)articnlav in remarking this, ti> correct an error very 
generally fallen into,* viz.; that His Royal Highness Prince Albert 
wjis educated in England, under the guidance of Her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of Kent. 
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home on a visit to their great grandfather, the 
Grand Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, -to be 
present at the celebration of the Duke’s Jubilee of 
a fifty years’ reign. 

The Princes availed themselves of the oppor¬ 
tunity to pass by Gottingen, to see their aged and 
venerated countryman, the celebrated Naturalist, 
Bluinenbach. The Grand Duke, channed with his 
young relatives, with difficulty suffered their de¬ 
parture on the 4th of May, to join their august 
father at Berlin, who presented them to the King 
and Royal Family. On the lOtJ), the Duke and 
Princes left for Dresden, and, after partaking of 
the hospitalities of the Saxon Court, proceeded on 
their journey by Prague and Budweis to Vienna. 
On the 2Cth, the Duke presented Princes Ernest 
and Albert to the Emperor at Schdnbrunn, after 
which, at their earnest request, the Duke permitted 
them to make a little excursion to Presburg, 
Baden, and Pesth, under the protection of Baron de 
Carlowitz. 

Returning to Vienna on the 31st, they dined with 
the Imperial Family at Schdnbrunn; on the 4th 
June at the Archduke Charles’, and, on the 6th, at 
the Palace of Prince Metternich. After witnessing 
the grand fete, attendant upon the ceremony of the 
inhabitants of Vienna swearing fidelity to the 
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Kniperor, the Duke left for Carlsbad, the Princes 
returning to Coburg. 

Towards the end of the year, negotiations were 
opened for the marriage of the Duke’s nephew. 
Prince Ferdinand, with the Queen of Portugal, on 
the 1st January, 1836. The marriage was publicly 
proclaimed in the old Cliateau at Gotha, in presence 
of the Duke and Duchess, Duke Ferdinand, the 
Prince himself, his cousins, the Princes Albert and 
Ernest, and the Ambassador, Count Lavoradio. 
Princes Ernest and Albert were the same day 
invested with thew Grand Crosses of the Ernestiniaii 
Order. 

Prince Ferdinand, now Don Fernando of Por¬ 
tugal, left Gotha on the 4th for Brussels, Loinlon, 
and Jjisbon. In May, 1836, the reigning Duke, 
accompanied by the two Princes, left Gotlia for 
Loudon, (by Rotterdam,) where they arrived, in the 
Batavicr Steamer, on the ITtli, and were received by 
the Prince of Leiningcn (Her Majesty’s half-brother) 
and Sir John Conroy. The 19th, the Ducal Party 
were present at Epsom Races. On the 24th, at the 
Ball and Fete, in honour of Her R. II. Princess 
Victoria’s birthday, when the .first Quadrille was 
com])osed of, 

Princess Victoria. 

Mis.s liagot. 

Two Ladies Hill. 
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Prince George of Cambridge. 

Prince Ernest of Saxo-Coburg Gotha. 

Princes W. and A. of the Netherlands. 

On the following day the Princes had an audience 
of the King and Queen. On the 30th attended the 
Ball at Kensington Palace, and, in fact, until their 
departure on the 8th of June for France, it is a 
repetition of fetes. 

The Princes were presented to llis Majesty 
Louis Philippe and the Royal Family of France, and 
partook of the gaieties of Neuilly. The Duke 
receive<l the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour. 
On the 5th July the Duke returned to Coburg, 
the Princes going on a visit to their uncle. King 
Leopold, at Brussels, where they remained until 
March 1837, profiting by the instructions, if 1 am 
not mistaken, of M. Quetelct and other able per¬ 
sons. The Duke came to Brussels on the 26th 
February, to fetch his sons, who returned with their 
august parent on the Cth March to Gotha, where a 
series of brilliant fetes, illuminations, &c., &c., were 
given in honour of their return. 

After a short visit to Berlin the Princes returned 
to Coburg, and, at the end of the month, left for the 
University of Bonn. There they studied 

Philosophy and Mathematics under Fichte. 

History „ William Schlcgol. 

Jurisprudence „ Giirtner. 
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In the month of September the Duke left for 
Bonn, to accompany his sons to Gotha, who returned 
to Bonn after the vacation. In 1838 the Princes 
spent their vacation in Coburg, returning to Bonn in 
April. The Duke paid them a visit on his way to 
London, to be present at Her Majesty’s Coronation, 
where he arrived on the 25th of May, in the Fire¬ 
brand. Having assisted at the ceremony of the 
Coronation and the various fetes of that period, he 
left for Antwerp on the 22nd July, receiving, 
previous to his departure, the Order of the Garter. 

The young Princes having now completed their 
University course, returned on the 28th August 
from Bonn to Rcinhardsbrunn, and were received by 
the deputies of Gotha, who gave a superb entertain¬ 
ment the following day, in honour of Prince Albert’s 
birthday. On the 3rd September the Princes left 
for Coburg, and, in December, Prince Albert accom¬ 
panied his august parent to Munich, to be presented 
to the Royal Family, from which place the Princes 
accompanied by Baron de Stockmar, went to Italy, 
the Duke returning to Coburg. Tlie Prince took 
the Palace Gerini, while at Florence, for three 
months, and it was during this period, that the 
Duchess Maria of Wurtomberg died (January 2nd, 
1839). 

After the court mourning a series of brilliant 
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fetes was given by the Grand Duke of Tuscany, in 
honour of Prince Albert and of the Prince Royal of 
Bavaria, who was likewise at Florence. March 
17th the Prince arrived in Rome, where his enthu¬ 
siasm for the fine arts, his sound judgment and 
refined taste, gained for him universal admiration. 
Few of the pilgrims, who visited this classic city, 
were better prepared to worship more worthily at 
its shrine. 

On tlie 4th April the Prince visited tine Royal 
Family of Naples, returning to Rome on the 28th. 
We give the following extract from a Journal of the 
tinu*, which shows the ojnnion entertained of the 
Prince by the people of Romo. 

“ Aucuii des jeunes Princes, (pii ont visites la 
ville eternelle, s’est acquerit Tadmiration et I’amour 
de tons ceux, qui Tout pu connaitre, d’une telle 
maniere que ce Prince. Distingue par esprit et par 
des connaissances extraordinaires, il a su i)rofiterdes 
tresors d’art comme peu d’hommcs. Nulle part il 
s’a fait arreter par des chooses mediocres ou insigui- 
fiantes. Avec un sentiment sur, il a trouve I’cxquis, 
et par son jugement il a frappe d’etonnement les 
hommcs du metier. Le saint-jiere s’est entrctenu 
pendant I’audience avec lui de I’art des Etrusques, et 
discute la connexion do celle-ci avec la Grccque 
&c., &c.” 

L 
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The 18th May tlie Prince was elected an 
honorary member of the Academica Tiberina. The 
31st the Prince left Home, and, after a tour in the 
north of Italy, came to Milan, where he was met by 
the Duke. From Milan tha Duke went to Elsenau, 
near Beme, accompanied by Prince Albert, to visit 
the Grand Duchess Anna Feodorowna, and, after 
visiting the Eoyal Family at Stutgard, returned in 
June to Coburg. The 21st June the two Princes 
were declared of age. 

The 13th of July they paid a visit to the Court 
of Dresden, returning to Gotha the latter end of 
August. The 6th of October the Princes left for 
England by Antwerp, and, after a rough and dan¬ 
gerous voyage, reached London. The gaieties of 
London and Windsor on this occasion arc well 
known to the public; it is, therefore, unnecessary 
to relate them here. 

We have brought to a close our Memoirs of the 
House of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, all along avoiding 
any statistical details of population, commerce, 
revenue, &c., .as well as descriptions of form of 
government, laws, ordinances, &c., as they could 
afford no interest to the English reader; nor have 
we offered any opinion as to the personal qualities 
of the different living members of this illustrious 
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house, lest we should appear to sacrifice at the 
shrine of power, and to be actuated by some 
interested motive. Did the truth admit of a less 
brilliant portraiture, we might venture to undertake 
the task, however delicate; as it is, even when most 
impartial and most just, we might be thought most 
partial and flattering. 
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“ In order to form a just estimation of the character of any par¬ 
ticular people, it is absolutely necessary to investigate the sports and 
pastimes most generally prevalent among them. War, policy, and 
other contingent circumstances, may effectually place men at different 
times in different points of view ; but when we follow them into 
their retirements, where no disguise is necessary, we are most likely 
to see them in their true state, and may best judge of their natuml 
dispositions.”—^S trutt’s Sports and Pastimes. 
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Gotha, Ai^ust, 1839. 

Dojir L-, 

Knowing your attachment to the regions of 
romance, I have spared you the recital of grave 
research in musty archive and mouldy chronicle, 
and send alone this portion of vertnischte Blatter, 
or mingled gleanings of an Autumiis Ramble, which, 
as far as T am concerned, pretend to one only merit 
—trath. Made in the land itself, and with the 
friendly aid of more than one wlw calls Thuringia’s 
hills “my boyhood’s home, my native home,” the 
legend and the tale, the i)easant lay and mountain 
melody, are not the figments, of an author’s brain, 
the forged materials of a book-making tourist; but 
the faithful copies of their still-existing prototypes. 
Friend IfawkiiLs, in his Germany, most justly says: 
“’Tis in the mountains and forests of Germany, 
that we must Avandcr in search of wild tradition, 
fairy lore, and the still surviving specimens of the 
bold, racy, pastoral character, starting in rude reliuf 
from above the surrounding tamer level of the 
city.” And we may add, that of the mountain and 
forest districts of Germany, few, jierhaps none, 
present such combined attractions as are to be met 
with in the duchv of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, Avhich 
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embraces the loveliest scenery of Tliuringia*, the 
vast extent of whose forest, with its hills and 
valleys, has contributed in no small degree to 
[ireserve the primitive habits of its hardy Waldner 

intact. Here, indeed, mein lieber L- , would you 

be supremely hapj)y. The ravages of steam power 
in all its varied forms are yet unfelt; ancestral 
customs, attendant upon life’s holiday, are still 
religiously observed; the peasant costumes still 
retain their romantic forms, and the rude utensils of 
the rustic menage attest the absence of a too profane 
innovation; while many a venerable pile of ruined 
tower and crumbling arch, the former pride of 
ancient Margmves, invest with j)leasing interest 
the legendary tales of .the mountaineer. 

To you, the lover of rustic f^tes and nature’s 
wildest scenery, I could propose no greater treat 
than a pedestrian tour in the Wald, when autumn 
tints the leaf. Then, truly, may the valleys be 
said to rejoice: every village resounds with festivity 
and mirth; the varied dresses of the peasant girls, 
the wild melodies and traditional poetry (relics of 
your friends the Minnesanger), together realizing 
scenes which may rival all your most Active dreams. 


• The Thuvingian Forest is the yet existiiJg portion of the vast 
Hw'c.ynian Forest. 
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Knowing, however, your distrust of the existence of 
such lauds, exce|)t in the poet’s visions, and in the 
creations of Colburn’s eternal press, I must fortify 
my credit by a quotation from Bechstein’s Watvder- 
ungen durch Thiiringen: it forms the motto of the 
work, and is written by Wetzel, who is more 
enthusiastic, and yet perhaps more just, in his 
praises than myself. I regret your paresse prevents 
my quoting the original, which necessarily loses 
much of its beauty in my hands:— 

“Thuringia is, and ever will be, to me the 

i 

sweetest spot in Germany! There is something so 
homely, so friendly in its soil, which speaks a 
welcome to the wanderer, as to an old and early 
friend. When one has toiled through Leipsic’s 
cheerless plains, then the pilgrim reaches this kindly 
land, with its thousand varying charms. Nature at 
every step becomes more rich, more keen, and 
more luxuriant; the very trees have quite another 
green; glorious mountains crown the land with their 
eternal forests; while smiling prairies invite one to a 
blithesome enjoyment of existence. Steep, gigantic 
rocks preach with eternal inspiration the omnipo¬ 
tence of Nature, and write, in colossal page, the 
ancient history of earth, and the deep wonders of 
her everlasting metamorphosis. Simple, true, and 
virtuous as its nature are its people. In the valleys 
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of the stately Forest of Thuringia yet lives the true 
old German spirit, hospitality, unsophisticated man¬ 
ners, holy truth; while in the })lains, the peasant’s 
life approaches to the dulness of an animal existence. 
Here music resounds in every hut. Yet wanders 
here, in holy shade of the majestic forest, the spirit 
of the old German romance; yet remain the sweet 
and simple melodies of the good old father-times, 
living on the lips of the people,—and in the social 
meetings of the peasants will many a kind and 
touching song bo heard, worthy of a wider sphere; 
yet reigns the wonderful richness of the world of 
spirits, which asserts its secret influence on the minds 
of men. Where mountains are is God; where 
plains, there dwells the evil one. O’er the whole 
land hovers the spirit of the past, with audible and 
prophetic voice; the token of the mighty is not 
departed. The noble ruin speaks in clearest tones 
of heroic times and love of chivalry. A few square 
miles of Thuringian soil is better worth, is more 
estimable, than the whole Mark of Brandenburg 
with Pomerania.” 

Strange, you will exclaim, this hajq^y land should 
have escaped the travelling cockney—the senti¬ 
mental tribe, with sketch and guide books, and all 
the vagabond concomitants!—but so it is. A maiden 
land, fresh as the morning dew, and fairer than the 
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sunniest picture of Arabian tale, whose presiding 
genius hath suffered but the chosen ones to enter 
her domains. Here Weber first conceived his 
charming opera Der Freischiitz, and many of its airs 
are the national melodies of the Waldner; here, 
midst forest scenes, did Wieland trace his Oberon; 
here was Gbthe’s muse most kind, and e’en the 
Ferney Cynic never ceased to speak in terms of 
rapture of Thuringia’s wooded hills. So you see 
the world has yet some sweet and silent tracts where 
Nature reigns supreme. But halt! Enough of 
eulogy—^my exordium is at an ends and so is my first 
epistle. High time, indeed, to lay aside the pen, 
when solemn clock of Friedenstein proclaims the 
midnight hour. 

GiUe Nacht! ScJdafm Sie recht wold! 


Dear L-, UUeben, Augmt, 1839. 

We trust our lucubrations have not been 
made in vain, but that our omega (forgive the pun), 
with its accompanying extracts from Bechstein’s 
work, has somewhat interested you in the Waldner 
of Thuringia, and that a brief description of this 
unsophisticated race, their customs, fetes, legends, 
&c., will not prove wholly unacceptable; bearing 
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in mind that the said Waldner are the subjects 
of the ducal house of Saxe-Coburg Gotha. The 
accompanying sketches, produce of our ramble, must 
atone for the feebleness of our portraiture, and 
supply its deficiencies. 

In physical development the Thuringians, though 
not so colossal as we find their ancestors described 
by the old historians, are, nevertheless, fine powerful 
men, robust and hardy, varying in height from five 
feet ton inches to six feet and upwards, possessed 
of great muscular strength, frequently carrying, from 
tlic mountain to ‘the village, three hundred weight 
at once. The women are likewise tall, and, in early 
years, are fair and pretty, but they lose their beauty 
soon. Although of one common stock, there is a 
wonderful variety, both moral and physical, in the 
Wiildner. Almost every mountain village has its 
peculiarities of dialect and dress, its appropriate 
fete, and original customs. There is as much diver¬ 
sity in the little mountain districts of Thuringia as 
in the cantons of Switzerland, and it extends even 
to the monies, of which there are current many 
different kinds. The following characteristic qua¬ 
lities may, however, be universally applied: primi¬ 
tive simple manners; frugal and industrious habits; 
naturally gay and fond of society, as their numerous 
fetes well prove; rarely, if ever, guilty of excess; 
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high moral character-—a capital offence has not 
been committed in the duchy these fifty yearn. No 
people in the world can be more passionately fond 
of music, in which they practically excel. Almost 
every peasant plays upon some instrument, and they 
frequently meet at each other’s cottages to join in a 
cordial harmony of voice and instrument. Tlieir 
songs are usually accompanied with the cithern or 
mountain lyre, of which thousands are made at 
Krawinkle, a small hamlet in the heart of the 
forest; they are very elegant in shape, like the old 
English guitars, and in compliance with the taste 
for ornament which prevails among the peasants, 
they are jiainted with various colours, and gilt with 
great display; and you would scarcely credit me 
when T name the price—a Prussian dollar, or about 
three shillings English. They frequently play three 
and four together, and produce the most harmonious 
sounds, which blend softly with their songs. I think 
you will be pleased w ith the collection I have made 
of Thuringiaii melodies, and which, for the first 
time, receive their crotchet-quaver dress*. Tim 
love ditties and lullabies are characterized by much 
of the same wild and irregular intervals as in most 


* It was intended to publish these melodies, but they would have 
augmented the book too much. 
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mountain music; extremely simple, of a melancholy 
strain, sometimes rather monotonous. But 1 need 
not give you a critique, as you can play them oii 
your flute and judge for yourself. Every village 
has its band, which, on Sundays, is put in requi¬ 
sition by the lads and lassies of the Dorf. In 
summer, under their favourite linden tree on the 
village green, as in the “merrie days” of old 
England, and during winter, in the spinning rooms; 
for, as the Bauem Begeln, or peasant’s precepts, 
say:— 

Im Sommer such ein Licbchen dir 
In Garten und Gefild! 

Da sind die Tage long genug. 

Da sind die Nachte mild, 

Im Winter muss der siisse Bund 
Schon fest geschlossen seyn. 

So darfst nicht lange stelm im Schnce 
Bel kalten Mondenschein. 

Here the mothers knit, and spin, and chat, 
while the gude old man enjoys the witching pipe, 
and drowns the enemy in beer. 

Their love of music is only equalled by their 
taste for flowers, in which Thuringia’s hills and 
forest glades are pre-eminently rich, and their skill 
in teaching birds, especially the bull-finch tribe, 
to whistle popular melodies. Not a cottage is 
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without a cage or two of warblei-s. A year’s savings 
will be readily given by the peasant for a good 
Sclddger or whistler; one that whistles the Harz&t' 
Doppelsddag, or giite Weingemngy they value at a 
cow. Of the four hundred dilfercnt kinds of birds 
found here, eighty may be seen encaged. Many of 
their feathered scholars are sent for sale to London 
and to I'aris, vvhere they fetch a high price*. 

Although, in other respects, extremely intelli¬ 
gent and enlightened, they still retain many harm¬ 
less superstitions: for example,—on Johannes I'ag, 
the forest(irs go into the mountain* summits of the 
Schneekopf, or the Inselsberg, and at midnight, in 
strictest silence, gather certain herbs and plants, 
which they conceive endowed with potent virtues to 
cure all maladi<.‘S, iliscover treasures, and, in fine, 
jiossessed of a truly magic power. Even Luther’s 
doctrines, himself a Thuringian, seem not to have 
eradicated these prejudices. Their love of the 
marvellous is strikingly evinced by the number of 
traditions and legendary tales which are to be found 
throughout the hills. We shall reward your 
patience with a legend, perhaps in our next, and. 


* The Thuringian peasants have classed the finches according to 
their peculiar whistles. See Bfx'iistein’s Naturfleschickte der Stubeti- 
viigel. 

M 
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m nttendanU send a literary curiosity for your peru¬ 
sal, some stanzas of a patois poem, bond fide tlie 
composition of a peasant girl, who came from the 
hills to witness the rejoicings in Gotha on occasion 
of the Duke’s wedding, and wrote, on her return, 
this poetical description of the wonders she had 
seen. Not to exhaust your patience, 1 send only 
the five first and two last of the forty-five verses of 
which it is composed, although they all contain 
considerable point and wit. 

I. .To Naclibar Hans, die setzt su do zo Huse, 

Waem kuamt dami neck noch Goth, on siiagt dort o die (Trnse, 
Die schiene Liiet, on all die Raretcten? 

As lockt daeh Jeden. 

II. Die hatts daeh wuhcl su gut wie ech gelascn 
Im Wochenhluat; guckt ech bann doit gewasen 
On bann nun o emol nfs Schloss gekominen. 

On ban vernommen. 

III. Wies do zngieht su biie dan grusen Liicten, 

Die setzen uch uf Inter Sammt on Sieden ; 

On iissen o ¥" at niihsckt .all nur Lampreten, 

On sn Pasteten. 

IV. Die konnts gegleb wiinn die se hiltt sie spiese 
Die hiitt gewcss de Glotzen sollt ufrioao; 

Ma iniicht inant gwcss, war allcs su crdiichte, 

On wars su niiichto. 

V. W.ann miene Frau kocht Arbseii odor Lenscn, 

On backt cmobl von Garatenmehl mier Bleusen, 

Dock diink ech wonner schon wie se duas Muhl mir Hchiniirtc 
On meek tracktiirte. 
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XLVI. Duas schliimniste wuar, das.s ech nun bie dan maclicn 

Niscbt suach voiu Fierwiirk, diin Lambchen an dan Sachen 
Diinn alles wuar nun wiilirend do dan Goschen 
Dort usgeloschen. 

XLVIJ. Drem as fier ones, vvaftn mie’es su betrachten 

Nech I)iisser all derhehm will die Liict ones verachten, 
Minthalben ICann was .innei’S nun paasire, 

Mecli soils nech riihre. 

r scud you by way of antithesis the Epithala- 
miuni of the then Alumni of the ('ollego here, 
which has curiously fallen in my way. 

Quern diem festum pia gens celebrat? 

Quis sonat plausus vacuas ])Ci' auras ? 

(iuos niodos liwtos iteiut jocosa 
Montis imago? 

(’ur vias opplent hominum catcrv® ? 

Cur rosas spargont nitidse pucdbc ? 

Virgines cur deproperare cerfcant 
Myrtea sei-ta ? 

(’lur fcrox juctat face sc Diones 
Dux?—patet cur arx variisciue tempiuui 
Fbu’ibus stratum populo ailfluenti 
Undirjue ab urbo? 

Celsasupremi Duels at<iue Patris 
Patria; Proles, populi VoIuptiW, 

Hoc die fausto Icneros amorcs 

Firmat ad aras 1 

Flos velut surgit viridantc in horto, 

Aura quern mulcet zephyri, igiiei(|ue 
Kdueant Solis radii, ct salubris 
Irrigat imber; 


M 2 
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Quern, suo pulchre radiantem honore, 
Atque spirantem ambrosios odores, 
Appetunt multi, nequeunt sed horti 
Ruinpere septa: 

Nata sic nostri Ducis enitescit. 

Sic rapit cunctos cupide intuentes 
Palladia docte Cythereidisque 
Munera rara. 

Te decid, nam tu poteas una, Clio, 
Vii-ginis tant« celebrare laudes; 

Nos recusainus leviore magna 
Dicere versu. 

Thure sed sanctas cumuleraus arna 
Kt preces ad te, Deus o Coleiidc, 

Rite fundanius pietiite pleui 

Tempore sacro. 

Rivuli ut lymph® placidi loipuices 
Mollitor cultos trepidant per agros, 
Nec procell® vim violentioris 
Experiuntur. 

Sic fluat molli Tibi vita cursu, 

O micans sidiis patria*, Luisa, 

Nec serenatas tenebrosa turbent 
Nubila luces. 

Rideant semper Tim term felix, 
Quam manii leni moderatur ingens 
Stirpis antiqu® Decus atque avorum 
Clara Propago. 

Mitis Ernestos. Nisi fallit omen, 
Illc, quern virtus super astm tollit. 
Splendid® sortis Sua! vit Luis.!; 

Splendidus auctor. 
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AVitli these literary friandises we close our 
labours for to day, as we are honoured by an invita¬ 
tion to the ducal table, and here dukes dine at 
three o’clock, p.m. Should you be meditating this 
most grave of diurnal duties, wc cannot invoke for 
you a more desirable thing than Recht (juteu appctit 

Adieu. 


Dear L-, 

Imagine yourself transferred to the old ban- 
(luetiug hall of the far-famed Wartburg, once the 
eyry-like abode of the Thuringian Margraves, whose 
canvass representatives, in antique frame, look upon 
tlie visitor with a stern solemnity, sometimes ren¬ 
dered irresistibly facetious by Time’s pruning of 
sundry portions of noses and other essential features. 
If however, the portraits and richly embroidered 
banners pay dearly for the vrai parfum de vetuste, 
which surrounds them, the panoplied effigies of once 
terrible knights betray no sufferings at the hand of 
Time. With lance in rest, as if about by gage of 
battle to maintain the peerless charms of their ladie- 
loves, they recall the days of knightly vow and 
minstrel song, and all the boast of chivalry. Whe¬ 
ther the eye confine itself to the architectural details 
of the interior, and these antique vestiges of bygone 
ages, or wander through Gothic casement over the 
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forest muge of Thuringian hills, all conspires to 
evoke the spirit of romance. The Wartbnrg is 
indeed a very Mecca foi all true worshippers of the 
Active nr.jse. Here should the poet and anticpia- 
rian, the artist and musician, pilgrim in a goodly 
hand to kindle tlie poetic fire, to snatch from 
ohlivion the tiaditionary lore of this cradle of 
romance, fast fading away. The Seneschal’s daugh¬ 
ter, for the old fellow enjoys the 'tim cum dig., due 
to past service, showed nu; the lions, and ])roved 
herself worthy of her charge, livery room had its 
tale, and every suit of armour a story attached to i(, 
not forgetting a score of legends about Luther’s con¬ 
tests with the powers of darkness embodied, and the 
wondrous feats of the robber-knight, Kiinz von 
Kaufingen. As, however, all these may, for aught 
1 can tell, be known to other tourists, I shall h;ave 
them to be orally handed down by the Castellan’s 
daughter. You shall not ])e disap])ointcd, however, 
as I have discovered a rich mine of poetical matter, 
and what is so delightful both to big as well as to 
Kttlo children, U'h all true. I refer to the U'art- 
bmjs Sanger Kvieg, or Poetischen Wettstreit, a 
singular contest of the Miunesangor, which took 
place in the thirteenth century at the Wartburg, 
then the residence of the Landgrave Hermann, and 
his consort, the lovely Sophie. According to the 



LE'ITERS FROM THURINGIA. 


167 


Thuringian Chronicles, or, as some style them, the 
Jena Chronicles, this poetical battle took place 
in the year 1206. 

Hermann himself was not only a great encou- 
rager of the “ gentle science,’’ but dedicated much 
time to poetical comjiosition. He wrote under the 
name of Herr von Doriiigen; this accounts for the 
gathering of the Northern Trovercs at his court; I 
think also it was to celebrate his nuptials, or some 
such joyful event. 1 need not tell you, doctissime 
clarissimeque L—, that most of those who dedicated 
their time to smging the praises of Love, were men of 
noble birth, tvho joined to their skill on the cithem and 
geige, the more neccssari/ acquirements of handling 
lance and sicard. All this, Percy’s ballads will have 
told you. Here, then, near seven centuries ago, 
within the Wartburg’s extensive walls, the Land¬ 
grave entertained his knightly guests, and the sports 
and revels were ])rolonged over a period of some 
months. The rival zeal of the minstrels at length 
reached to such a })itch, that six of the most 
renowned “ Cantilcnarum Magistros” challenged 
each other to a trial of skill of the most serious 
kind, no loss than death to the conquered {guai ai 
vinii), a solemn compact being made that the 
uuliKjky candidate should be hung {daretiir smpen- 
denda). 
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The names of these fierce minstrel spirits are:— 

Heinrich von Bispach, 

Heinrich von Ofterdingen, 

Wolfram von Escheiibach, 

Wolfram Bitterkolf, 

Reiner von Zwiitzeii, 

Walter von der Vogelwiede. 

Ofterdingen’s superior genius it appears roused the 
bile of his brother poets, who most fraternally 
determined him for the rope, and he nearly fell a 
victim to their jealousy. The old Chronicle says he 
took refuge under the mantle of the Landgravinn 
Sophie, for sucli was the fury of the defcate<l {)arty, 
that they would have done the office of the execu¬ 
tioner upon him sur le champ. With the aid of 
the Landgrave, however, Ofterdingen escaped, and 
negotiated a truce for one year, promising within 
that time to retuni again to the Wartburg, with 
the celebrated Klingsor, the most renowned Minnc- 
sangor of the age, who was to act as umpire, and 
Ihs decision was to be fined. Klingsor, who it 
ap])ears lived in Hungary, and was, as the Chronicle 
states, “ Negromauciac ct Astronomioe Scienciis 
eruditus,” accom])anied Ofterdingen to the Wart¬ 
burg, and shortly after their arrival the contest was 
renewed. Here, we are informed, that Wolfram 
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von Eschonbacli was getting the best of it, when 
Klingsor suimnoiied a spirit to his aid, (“ Adjuratus 
ergo Dy.abolus per inagistrum in speciemque hoininis 
trausfigurans pulsat hostia,”) who began to sing tlie 
wonders of earth, and beauty of the heavens, with 
a wonderful eloquence. But it appears that 
Wolfram descried foul ])lay, and turned the tables 
upon the devil,—“7)0 hub Wolfram an zn redin von 
deme ewigen worte, wie das ms deme vetirlichen 
Ilerzin Gotis geflossin were und zeu Fleische wordin, 
do Kunde der Teiijil umh siner Bosheit widen nicht 
zeu geantworthe” —and put him lo the rout. It 
would seem that matters passed olT amicably, tliat 
no minstrel was hung, but that all were allowed an 
equal excellence, and tlu'y left the Wartburg loaded 
with marks of the ])rincely Hermann’s favour and 
munificence. So much for our friends the Trou¬ 
badours, and their Wartburg ])ranks. T send you a 
specimen of their compositions, (tlie original manu¬ 
scripts of which are to bo found in the Jena 
Library,) translated by the author of German 
Mimtrels, and should you })ass through dear littfe 
Gotha, I advise your inspecting the autograph MS. 
of Heinrich von Veldeck’s translation of VirgiCs 
Mneid, which dates from about the same period. 

Adieu. 
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Song or VVoliuam von EscuENiiACir. 

(See Manessinn M.S.) 

Moclit icii die Selde reichen die so hoeh 
Ob ininci’ Frciido stct gczilt, &c., &c. 


Translation. 

Would I the lofty sjurit melt. 

Of that proud dame who dwells so high. 
Kind heaven must aid me, or uiifelt 
By her will he its agony. 

Joy in my soul no place can find. 

As well miglit I a suitor be 
To thunderbolts, as hope her mind 
Will turn in softer mood to me. 

Those cheeks are beautiful, arc bright. 

As the red rose with dcvvdro])s graced, 
And faultless is the lovely light 
Of her dear eyes, that on me phujcd 
I'ierce to my very heart, and fill 
My soul with love’s consuming fires. 
While passion burns and reigns at will; 
So deep the love that fair inspires. 

But joy upon her be-iutcous form 
Attends, her hues so bright to shed 
O’er these red lips, before whose warm 
And beaming smile all care is fled. 

She is to me all light and joy, 

I faint, I die, befoi-e her frown; 

Now Venus, liv’d slie yet on earth, 

A i’aino' goddess here must own. 
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While many mourn the vanish’d light 
Of summer, and the sweet sun’s face, 

I mourn, tliat these, however bright. 

No anguish from the soul can chase 
By love inllictcd : all aruumi. 

Nor song of bii-ds, nor ladies’ bloom. 
Nor llow’rs upspringing from the ground, 
Can chase or cheer the spirit’s gloom. 

Yet shall thine aid, belov’d! impmT 
Of all thy pow’r, thy love make trial. 
Bid joy revive in this sad heart, 

Joy that expires at thy denial. 

Well may I pour my prayer to thee. 
Beloved lady, since ’tis thine 
Ahme to send such care on me. 

Alone for thee .1 ceaseless pine. 


\V vosr pkii VoGKi.WKiim. 

Stnuf on Gidlanirn. 

So di«! Blumen us dem Gnisc driiigent 
Sam si Lichen gegeu tleu spilndeii Suiinen, iS:e, 

Translation. 

WiiKN from the sod the flow’rets spring 
And smile to meet the sun’s bright ray. 

When birds their sweetest carols sing 
In all the morning pride of May,— 

What lovelier than the prospect there? 

Can earth boast anything more fair? 

'I’o me it seems an almost heaven 

So beauteous to my eyes that vision bright is given. 
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But when a lady, chaste and fair, 

Noble and clad in rich attire. 

Walks tlirough the throng with gracious air, 

A sun that bids the stars retiiv ;— 

Then where are all thy boastings, May? 

What hast thou beautiful smd gaj'. 

Compared with that supreme delight ? 

We leave thy loveliest flow’rs and watch that lady bright. 

Would’st thou believe me, come and place 
Before thee all this pride of May; 

Then look but on my lady’s face, 

And which is best and brightest, say. 

For me how soou, (if choice were mine,) 

This would I take and that resign! 

And say, though sweet tliy beauties May! 

I’d rather forfeit all, than lose my lady gay. 


OhnJiof, October, 1831). 

Dear L 

Since I last wrote, it has been my good 
fortune to witness a most interesting sight—a 
Grande Chasse in the heart of the Thuriugian forest, 
given by the Duke of Gotha (who is a most keen 
sportsman), in honour of his royal guest, the King 
of Saxony. These solemn hunts are conducted 
with the same pomp and ceremony as they were 
three centuries ago. Such was the anxiety of all 
j)ersons to be present at this brilliant spectacle, tliat 
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it was with the greatest difficulty T obtained a con¬ 
veyance. r left Gotha at five in the morning, in 
order to reach this place in time. Here, leaving 
the Kutscher to enjoy his pii)e, I followed on foot 
the stream of ])ersons crowding through the forest- 
cuts to the rendezvous, about two miles distant, and 
a more lovely scene I never saw. Emerging from 
the gloom of the forest, I appeared to have reached 
some fairy land. In the foregroun<l (the shoulder 
of the lofty Hchneeko])f range) were scattered thou¬ 
sands of spectators, foresters, chasseurs, and peasants, 
in their varied and romantic costuihcs, grouped upon 
the most elevated points,, to command a view of the 
shooting ground, which occu[)ied an oblong space of 
from forty to fifty acres, cleared expressly of its 
forest-trees, and inclosed on two sides by high net¬ 
tings, to prevent the deer escaping. In the centre 
of this area was erected a stand or rustic temple, 
technically termed the Schirm; and smaller shooting 
stands were placed at different points. In the dis¬ 
tance—mountain and valU'y as far as the eye could 
reach. Propitious weather crowned the whole. At 
one o’clock a blast of the chasseurs’ horns, the Jngd 
Fanfavt announced the Royal party’s coming;—a 
brilliant cavalcade. Fimt came the Ober Forst- 
meister, Forstmeistei' and Jagdjimker, in their glit¬ 
tering uniforms of green and gold, Jiml waving 
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plumes: then came the Oher Fonter and Forst- 
ffehilfe, whose green and silver dresses were scarce 
less beautiful; lastly, the Royal guest, with a 
numerous suite of Dukes and Princes. As the 
cavalcade wound round the hill, the hearty cheer 
of a thousand voices echoed through the valleys. 
The horsemen now quickly dismounted, and formed 
in double line to the entrance of the shooting 
ground, where a gujird of honour and a military 
baud were placed, who struck up a national air, and 
continued playing until the royal party reached the 
Schirm. The fortfst buglers then sounded die Jnyd 
an. Now the sport began; deafening shouts of 
hundred voices, the Jagd Geschrey^ were heard from 
the forest, to drive out the deer from the Kammer, 
or portion of the forest in which they had been 
partially inclosed; seventy or eighty noble fellows 
bounded forth, but most of them fell the victims of 
the princely hunters. Those on whom the ball had 
no instantaneous elfect wore dispatched by the 
Jiiffer, whose office consists also in loading the guns, 
and keeping an account of the number of deer shot 
by their respective masters. The sport continued 
until four o’clock, when a hundred and twelve deer 
were shot, without counting those which had escaped 
wounded into the cover of the woods, and would be 
collected on the morrow. I have requested the 
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grand Imntsraan to favour mo with the statistics of 
tlic Duke’s ordinary chasse throughout the year, 
wliich would seem almost incredible to an English 
sportsman. The Duke himself has been known to 
shoot one hundred and eighty hares in the day’s 
chasse, and, I believe, as a rough estimate of the 
Ducal chasse, two thousand deer arc shot in the 
course of tlio year. You have often reciuestod me 
to send you a good Gorman drinking song. T have 
been able to comply with your wish, and send one 
that is sung with much zest by the Thuringian 
Jdger, who arc to a man good hearty fellows, whoso 
powers of clearing trenchers of their savoury viands, 
and draining bowls, would astonish the most orthodox 
monk that ever breathed. When you next play tlie 
Nimrod, may you have what is here considered the 
mmmuni bonuni, and has passed into a Gluchswunsch 
of the hunters: Trockms Pdver und nmse Kehle! 

Adieu. 


Wf.INLIKI) OKU Jaoeu. 

Wir liol>en den Wein, 

Wir schenken uns eiii, 

Bei Bachus zu Gastc geladcii! 

Kill Schliickclien Li'mel, 

Kin Ghisclicn Tavell, 

Das kaiin ja beim Hinimel niclit scliaden! 
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Wir priifen den Wein, 

Wir finden ihn rein, 

Verwerfen den schalen und laden. 

Ein Flaschclien vom Rhein, 

Ein Flaschclien vom Stein, 

Diis kann ja beim Hitnmel nicht scliaden! 

Wir trinkcn den Wein 
Und nennen ihn fein, 

Ein Dutzend init Drath und mit Faden; 
Chainpagncr! Tokaier! 

Das fliissige Feu’r, 

Das kann ja heim Himincl nicht sclmden! 

Wir preisen den Wein, 

I'^iii Hi*uder-Verein, 

Ein Orden mit mancherlei GraJen, 

Vom feurigen Noss 
Der Kappstadt ein Fass, 

Das kiinute bcim iiiiumcl nicht schsiden! 

Wir jubeln beim Wein, 

Wir jauchzen juchhcin! 

Wir wiinschen in Wein uns zii baden! 
Und wiinschen vom Dom- 
Dechant uns ein Ohm! 

Das konnte bcim Ilimmel nicht schaden! 

Iloch lebe dcr Wein 1 
Gott gebe Gedeihn 

Ihm-uns-den Krummcn-den G’raden! 
Wir taumeln vom Wein? 

Der Ilimmel fallt cin, 

Dcr Ilimmel behiit’uns in Gnaden!! 
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WaUershnuseu, 1.83D. 

Dear L-, 

I mentioned in one of my last the love of 
the marvellous Avhich prevails among the peasantry 
of Thuringia, and promised you a legend. I send 
one of the most interesting I have as yet heard 
(hiring my ramble through the hills, and, except 
the introduction and slight verbal alterations, you 
have it as told over the jieasant’s hearth. 

Legend of Fraii-Venus of Tup IIorselsberu. 

“As fair Flora, here and there, in u'ayward mood, 
hath chosen her loved retreats, where with partial 
but with lavish hand she strews her choicest 
treasures, so the fairy tribe cajiriciously rejoice in 
favoured haunts, round U’hich they cast tlieir magic 
spells, and leave the mystic traces of their revelry. 
Of all their loved resorts in ‘ Thuringian Land,’ the 
mountains Kijf'liauso'lterg, in the Oolden Meadow, 
the Singersberg, near Oriifenay, and the Ilonelsberg, 
by Waltershausen, bear otf the palm. 

“ We shall alone make mention of the last, 
around whose rocky head are twined the most 
inspiring legends of the hills. Nay, wo go not too 
far when Ave assert, that here are found the sweetest 
morsels of the legendary poetry of Deutschland. 

N 
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’Tis the legend of Frau-Venus, with wl)ich are 
marvellously conjoined those of Getreue Eckliard 
and of the Ritter 'l^nhamcr. 

“ Deep in the mountain gorge is the castle of 
Frau-Venus, the most seductive fairy of her race, 
whose brilliant palace, with its thousaml halls, 
displays a dazzling s])len(l()ur no lOastern monarch 
ever knew. Here fairest, loveliest maidens allun* 
the traveller from his way. JMaiiy a rambler, 
enticed by their syren songs, becomes a guest: 
knight and gentleman, monk and holy priest, young 
and old, alike haVe felt the mystic sway. All enjoy 
a most luxurious life. None, indeed, can paint the 
fairy s(^ene, the witching i)lan(lishments with which 
Frau-\'ejius charms the sj)irit of the* wamlert'r. 
But none may follow hero the Imly rites of Christian 
truth, nor may the name of the saints be hoard. 
Therefore sits at tin? entrance of the cave, w hich 
leads to the fairy palace of Frau-Venus, an aged 
man, Avith silvery locks, holding in his hand a 
blanched staff, and clad in snow-like robes. This is 
'Getreue Eckkard (faithful Eckhard), who reclines 
upon a rock, as if in deep rej)ose; but when a bold 
and daring traveller would enter unperceived, then 
Getreue Eckhard wakes, and warns the careless one to 
retrace his steps, and not too rashly j)cril the eternal 
w'elfare of his soul. Despite his sage and holy 
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counsels (such are her potent charms), Frau-Venus 
hath a goodly bjind of daring visitors, who only 
wdxen too late find out how dear are bought the 
pleasures of this fairy land, h'or twelve successive 
nights the inmates of the mountain, as midnight 
hour comes, rush out with fearful tumult of un¬ 
earthly sounds, and in fj-ightful shapes, no longer 
young and beautiful: no more are seen fairest 
maidens and noble looking knights; but all in 
phantom forms of most disgusting hues; of men 
with heads of owds, and bat-sha])ed wings; while 
some, with ghastly visages, and members wanting, 
are seen to fly from others still nion* horrible, of 
dog-like phantoms, w'olves, and loathsome skeletons 
on winged horses; and many a wild monstrosity fills 
uj) the ghastly troo]4 whoso fearful hoAvls and hellish 
music echo from every valley. This is the Wildf 
Ja<jd, w'hich they must nightly follow, and make 
their horal round of all Thuringia’s hills. Then 
Getreue Eckhard h'aves his rocky seat, and with his 
blanched staff he leads the phajitom hunters, to 
warn the straggling peasant to his homo; for woe 
to him o’er whom the AVilde Jagd shall jxass; he 
surely dies, or lives a wretched maniac. Hence the 
ancient saying, ‘Thou ai-t indeed an old Cetreue 
Eckhard, thou warncst every one.’ 

“Once a minstrel knight, of nobl(^ mien, was 
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journeying towards tlic Wartburg to be present at 
the assembly of the MinnesiUiger, when twilight 
surprised him in the Valley of the Hoi-selsberg. 
Suddenly he heard such heavenly sounds, so sweet 
and so harmonious, as when playful zephyrs wahe 
Eolian strings. Allured by the dulcet strains, he 
drew near the spot from whence they sccuncd to 
emanate, and vrith wondering ear distinctly recog¬ 
nised his own most favourite songs, sung in melli¬ 
fluous tones of female voice. He rushes uj) the 
mountain, enchanted by those celestial sounds, and 
to the Avon dering‘eyes of the Hitter Tanhauser (for 
it is no other), are disclosed, by brilliant lights, the 
portals of a mountain castle, and at its threshold 
stood a sylph-like form, before whose transcendent 
loveliness all beauty, all youth, »11 grace of female 
charm must fade away. ’Tis she whose voice the 
knight had heard. With graceful gesture she 
beckons to Tanhauser, and thus addresses him: 
‘ Come hither, beloved youth, sweet minstrel from 
afar, for whom I long have sighed, for whom I have 
reserved love’s choicest gifts.’ In vain Getreue 
Eckhard, waking from his sleep, lifts up his staff, 
and warns away the knight; in vain the old man 
implores the minstrel youth, with earnest prayer, to 
flee. Tanhauser, intoxicated with love, clas]>s Frau- 
\’'enus to his breast, and they quickly vanish into 
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the bosom of tlio mountain. Here Tanhauser reaped 
the promised joys: Frau-Venus made him over all 
the mountain spirits king. He reigned supreme, 
in the delirium of pleasure he forgot the high gift 
of song; his lyre was unstrung, and the pious source 
of his lyric hymns had failed. No more he thought 
of the Holy Virgin or tin? Saints, or sweet and 
solemn chant from sacred aisle. But at length, 
like as from a feverish dreant, ho woke, and felt the 
bitterest sorrow; wearied of the enchantress’s wiles, 
a deep repentant grief seized upon his soul, with 
which was joined an ardent longing to behold once 
more the light of day, the hills, and woods, and 
verdant plains; once more to sec tho haunts of 
man. Frau-Venus (piickly saw the change, nor 
to her anxious questions did Tanhauser conceal 
the cause, but j)rayed her earnestly to suffer his 
departure. Frau-Ven^l first, in tender accent, 
recalling to his mind her many kindly acts, re¬ 
proached the sorrowing knight; and next, in bitter 
exclamations, accused him of ingratitude. But all 
in vain were tho passionate efforts of Frau-Venu5. 
And once he addressed the weeping fairy thus:— 
‘Beloved! suffer that F go and seek the Eternal 
City of the Seven Hills, and there from the Holy 
Father pray indulgence for my sins: should T not 
be heard, then, by the fairy oath of Kilion’s mid- 
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night tire, 1 swear that I’ll return to dwell with 
thee for ever.’ Frau-Venus loved the knight too 
well to listen to his prayer, and tried each novel art, 
her most seductive charms, to dispel the clouding 
gloom. But from the bottom of the heart lie 
grieved, his very soul was dark; and in the out¬ 
pourings of despair, he thus unknowingly invoked 
the Holy Virgin’s aid: ‘O Mary! Holy Mother of 
Jesus, Queen of Heaven, pity thy wretched servant!’ 
Scarce had the words been spoken, when Frau- 
Venus looked on the knight with mournful counte¬ 
nance, her s})lendour passed away, and gradually 
that fairy form dissolved in vapoury mist. Tanhau- 
ser, on recovering from his sur]>rise, perceived in 
distant view, the glimmering of day, and shortly 
found the outlet of the cave. JIc gained the fields, 
and, overcome with joyful feelings, knelt on the 
mountain summit, and sun^his graceful hymns to 
the Holy Maria. He then, by night and day, 
journeyed on to Rome, and there, with deep humi¬ 
lity, with remorse profound, threw himself at the 
f6et of the representative of Christ, and witli trem¬ 
bling accent and tearful eye, he said: ‘ O Holy 
Father! 1 have gn'atly sinned, yet great is my 
repentance; O grant my prayer! Receive me once 
again into the loving bosom of the Church! Impose 
the hardest task, the most j)ainful penance, cheer- 
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fully will I peifonn it.’ The I’ope replied: ‘My 
erring son, confess what are thy crimes! What is 
the heinous sin that lies so heavy on thy soul?’ 
Tanhauscr then rejdied: ‘ I’ve dwelt a year or more, 
or, perhaps, a thousand years—for all is changed to 
me—with Fran-Venus of the Ildrselsberg.’ On 
this, the haughty PoutifT, in fiercest anger, said: 
‘ Wretched man! for thee there is no hoju?; should 
the whole world, excepting one, be saved, thou art 
that one! sooner shall this stall* send forth leaves, 
aye, bloom and bear rich fruit, than thou a jiardon 
lind.’ On this the miserable Tanhauser retired from 
St. Peter’s chair, where he had hoped to find both 
grace and pardon: wei'jnng, he sought, by Alpine 
path, his road to Thuringia’s hills again, mimlful of 
his oath. The Pope, before he left the ivory throne, 
I'ell into a slumber long and deej):—he dreamed a 
fearful dream ;—he saw file heavens open, and midst 
sounding voices of myriads of clierubinis, he heard 
proclaimed throughout the heavens: ‘All siuuei*s 
may be pardoned; none from the eternal mercy are 
excluded who sincerely mourn their sins.’ The 
Pope awoke in terror, remembering his stern repulse 
of the repentant Tanhauser; but his terror knew no 
bounds when he perceived the withered staff bad 
clothed its jiolished sides with leaves and blossoms, 
aye, and richest fruits! Then, in terror, sent the 
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Pope unnumbered messengers to seek tlie knight 
Tanhauser, and lead him back to Romo, but, alas! 
’twas too late: they reached the Ilbrselsbergjust as 
Frau-Venus, with her fairy band, had met the 
sorrowing knight, who now is seen, in phantom 
crown, to lead the WUde Jagdr 

Here ends the legend of Frau-\'^enus. Should 
you express the wish, I shall send you two or three 
more of these traditional tales; but my next letter 
will contain a description of the national fetes of 
'I'huringia. I am myself just starting, knapsack on 
my back, to be partaker of the good things at a 
peasant jubilee, and my landlady lias come to wish 
me 

GlucMichfi llcLse. 

Adieu. 


Olirdruff', 1839. 

Dear L-, 

This yet virgin sheet is dedicated to merry 
little Comus, who, with the Lares, * divides the 
attectioiis of the Thuringians. I have already told 
you that almost every village has its own peculiar 
fete; but there arc national festivities which we 
shall first describe. The two most important are 
the Kirmse or Kirc/i-Messe, and the Vogcl-Schiesmi, 
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both of high antiquity. The former, not unlike the 
old English wakes, and the ayuTrai of the early 
Christians, celebrates the foundation of the Church. 
Tt was to be present at this fete that we left Walter- 
shausen with knapsack at our back, and our pedes¬ 
trian labours have been amply repaid. 

Early in the inorniiig the Kirnue lads assemble 
together in their .holiday clothes, and, accom]>anied 
by a baud of music, go in procession to the village 
church, where the Pastor (who is indeed the Shep¬ 
herd of his little flock) awaits their arrival, and 
delivers a short address or moral OKhortatioii, apj)ro- 
priate to the occasion. After this the Plafz-Mcistcr, 
or director of the sports and ])leasnres, is chosen, who 
Avith his Knechi or valet, and attendants, plays a con- 
s|)icuons role. Having a branch of r(>seinary in one 
hand and a goblet in the other, which is, from time 
to time, replenished by the valet, the Platz-Meister 
proceeds to invite the principal per-soiis of the village 
to the fete. On entering a house, he drains his cup 
to the health of its owner, and, in formal speech, 
invites him to the feast. He then sur le chanip 
requests permission to dance with the gude man’s 
wife, or should her dancing days be over, (which, by 
the bye, is rarely the case,) with the daughter. Tin’s 
is called the Ehrentanz, or dance of honour, and is 
never refused. Tn return for these civilities, the 
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valet always receives a giant-sized cake, of which 
some hundred are prepared the previous week, and 
which form the sta])lc article of the evening’s 
refreshment. The invitations being concluded, the 
dance is commenced under the Linden-tree; but 
first by the youths alone, who dance the Ronde, 
after which they go in quest of their partners, having 
little gala wands in their hands. Naturally the 
maidens, nothing loath, are not unprepared, but 
attired in their best, and each having a Scharpe or 
scarf in her hand, await with anxious expectation 
the arrival of tl>e swain, who, if he be fortunate 
enough to obtain the father's consent to taking out 
the lass as his partner for tlio day, attaches the scarf 
to her left shoulder in token of consent, while she in 
return adorns his hat with ribbons and with spangles. 
On her arrival she likewise must drink to the health 
of the assembled company. Then come the juirents 
and the ciders; nor do they omit the pleasing task 
of <juafling the goblet in the cause of mirth and 
gaiety. Now begins the dance in right earnest, the 
ScJdeifer and tin? Jlopser, the Zivcitrilt and Sclioitisck, 
and continues until six o’clock, when they join the 
festive board*, and restore the system to its tone 

* The house where the entertaiuinent is pveparecl, is called the 
6'c%, and is always distinguished by a cluiidet or coronal of bays, 
adorned with streaming ribbons hung out over tlm doorway. 
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of vigour and hilarity. After that the dance is 
resumed, and, with the aid of cake and beer, is 
prolonged, until midnight hours resign the merry 
troop to friendly Morpheus. The second day is a 
repetition of the first; the third, however, is varied 
by the Ilammel Reideu and the Ilalnicnschlag. The 
first is a horse race, but derives its name from the 
circumstance of the prize being a fat sheep, which 
tlie winner obtains, and which being decked out 
with flowers and ribbons, is attached to the goal or 
winning post. The second is the source of much 
amusement. Poor chanticleer, bchig placed under 
an inverted bowl, the youths, blindfold, succes¬ 
sively try to release him by cracking his brittle 
gaol with sticks. This was a game very com¬ 
mon both in England and France. “Throwing at 
the cock” on .Shrove Tuesday. In France, the 
Gallomm Ptajna is described in Carpentius Glos- 
sarinni, a.il 1458, Abbeville. “ Petierunt a magis- 
tro, Erardo INIaquart magistro scholarum ejusdem 
vilhe de Ramern, (puiteuus liberaret et traderct cis 
iniuiu Galium quam sicut diccbaiit idem magistef 
scholarum delcbat cis die ipsa (Carneprivii) ut jace- 
rent baculos ad Galium ipsum more solito pro eorum 
exhilcratione et ludo,” Ac. Poor fellow! lie, as 
well as the sheep, is destined for the feast. On the 
fourth and last day, styled the Bcttcl-2\i(j, the young 
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folks disguise themselves, and the people from the 
neighbouring village likewise come in masquerade, 
dressed as Cossacks and Hussars, not forgetting tl»e 
character of the Ham WursU or Jack Pudding. 
They go about requesting mlt with true Etonian nou- 
ehalance; and the proceeds of the morning recueii, 
which are always donations in kind, furnish a far 
from despicable repast, whicli, after the usual quan¬ 
tum of dancing, drinking, smoking, and singing, 
winds up this national festivity. 

The last to quit this cheerful scene, with lingering 
steps 1 sought the village inn, musing by the way 
on the varied means by which poor mortals strive to 
drown the thoughts of their mortality. The night 
was lovely; the silver moon, unclouded, sped midst 
myriad stars, and by her mild beams disclosed the 
wooded hills. Just entering the quiet village, 1 
heard the following stanzas of Pechstein’s sung in a 
clear and pleasing voice, doubtless of some kindred 
spirit, woi*shipper of the “ silent maid.” They are 
so beautiful, so full of poetry, that 1 s(‘ud you a 
toj)y, which }our friend Vo7i Stehihmj will translate 
for you. Lcbc (jliicMich, inein Jtiyendfremd! 

Adieu. 
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Der WiiW ist stille, dcr Wald ist, griin, 

Die Blatter fliistein, die Bluinon bluhn. 

Die Wolken ziclin, die Wipfel gliilin. 

Die Baumc rauschen iui Walde. 

Im Wald ist Frieden, im Wald ist Iluh’, 

Die Bhimcn schliessen die Aeugleiii-zii, 

Und heiniwiirts flitdi’ii Vogel und Bien’, 

Die Biiumc rauschen im Walde. 

W.is miiscdi’t ihr Baiiiiui tort und fort? 

Sprccht niit dem Wand’rcr doch aueh cin Wort! 
Waldliiiiime gviin, fragt er zu kiilin? 

Die Biiuino rauschen im Walde. 

Wer s])richt znm Fniger der da fragt T 
Wor kiindet, was diess Itansehen sagt,? 

Dio Wolken ziehii, die Sterne gliihii. 

Die Baiime rauschen im VV^aldo. 


Rif/da, 1839. 

Dear L-, 

As I do not write carrente ailamo, and liato 
lotter-writing more than a school-boy, nothing would 
have induced mo to continue my feeble descriptions 
of Thuringia and its peojde, but your flattering 
cx}>rcssions of the pleasure they afford you, and your 
desire to ha\o them completed. The fete I am 
about to describe dates its origin from the twelfth 
century, and, like the Kirmse, is universal. Tt lias 
a great similarity to the ancient Scotch practice of 
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shooting at the Pojhnjay. It generally takes place 
at the latter end of August, or the beginning of 
September. It is called the Vngcl-Schiessen. On 
these occasions there assemble, from all parts of 
Thuringia, the sportsmen and chasseurs, frequently 
numbering six and even seven thousand men, to 
contend for the prizes, and j)rove their skill. The 
most beautiful situations are chosen for tlie scene of 
the Vo(jel Sc/iicsscn, genej’ally extensive park-like 
grounds, commanding a fine prospect. Here a ijohi 
is set up, on the top of which is fixed a wooden 
eagle, with a crow n upon its liead. 'I he bird is not 
solid, but composed of separate ])ieccs, to each of 
which belongs a prize. The j)erson who shoots off 
the crown, gets perhaps a dozen silvi'r s])oous; 
another prize bedongs to the wings, &c,. See.; the 
j)rize of honour being awarded to him wdio brings 
down the body, wdiich is never done before it has 
received a good peppering of bnllets. This lucky 
marksman is named King of the Vogel-Schiessen, 
and receives a very handsome prize, a silver arrow, 
a rifle, or some such thing. In order to prevent 
accidents, the shooting does not take i>lacc at 
random, but after regular order, each person shooting 
in turn, and they fire from the window of a house oi- 
stand, erected exi)iessly for the purj)Ose. These 
sylvan festivals are very brilliant. 1 forgot to men- 
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tioii tliat there is a select company of marksmen, or 
Schiitzen-Compagnie, whose Robin Hood costume 
contributes much to the brilliancy of the scene. 
The Duke of Gotha frequently attends these fetes, 
and, beiuo’ an excellent simt, often bears away tlie 
palm. In addition to the eagle, there are many 
targets set up for archery and arquebuss practice, 
and swings, turn-abouts, and all kinds of amuse¬ 
ments for the children. Music and dancing, the 
bowl and the song, fill up the tedious intervals. 
The meeting is rarely broken up under a week or 
eight days. It w'ould fiir exceed flie narrow limits 
of a letter, to describe the many intc'resting festivals, 
nhich th(! towns and villages of Thuringia presejit, 
from the earliest times: the Pjimjst. Fest and Drei- 
Jnltifjhcils Fenl, the Jirtmnoi Fest, and Fosen Fest, 
&c., &c., a numerous list. Some villages to tliis 
<lay celebrate festivals, which are of Bacchanalian 
origin, though now they have assumed a dillerent 
phase of Christian epoch. The St. Antonins’ fest, 
at Sohweina, may be instanced as an example. 
From St. .Tohn’s day until Christmas day, the 
villagers go in jwocession every Sunday to one of 
the neighbouring hills, to construct a column or 
altar of stones; and, on Christmas eve, they go by 
torch-light, and, placing themselves round this cairn, 
sing hymns in honour of the Creator. It would be 
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well worthy of the antiquarian’s research, to trace 
the origin and gradual changes of the Thuringiaii 
Festivals; as I wish, however, to give you a general 
idea of them, I shall draw to a close with a brief 
description of a Thuringiaii Marriage Feast, which, 
among the wealthier peasants, is a most important 
festival, and generally lasts three days. An active 
and experienced friend is chosen to undertake the 
onerous duty of Kiichcn-Mcist<yi\ who superintends 
all the arrangements for the feasting, as great 
preparations are made; an ox, and a sheep, and two 
or three pigs are killed, casks of beer brewed, and, 
(as in Homeric age,) the bride herself must prepare 
the bread. The evening before the fete, four or 
five hundred enormous cakes are baked. 

On the wedding morning, the friends assemble 
at the bridegroom’s house, and with music accom¬ 
pany him to church. First the musicians and the 
single yonng men; secondly, the bridegroom, with a 
wreath of myrtle on his head; then the married 
men; after whom come the maidens, wearing peculiar 
head-dresses, ornamented with red ribbons and gold 
spangles; lastly comes the bride in a similar dress, 
having a wreath of myrtle on her head, led by two 
old mmi, the bridesmen and friends closing the pro¬ 
cession. After the church service they join the 
festive board, large portions being placed before 
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each guest, as it is customary to take away what is 
not eaten. This round of eating and drinking lasts 
three days, and dancing and music are the never- 
failing concomitants. On departing, each guest 
presents two or three thalers, or more, according to 
his means, which, as these meetings are numerously 
attended, defrays the expense of this solid entertain¬ 
ment. We may characterize the Thuringians as 
affectionate husbands, very indulgent parents, and of 
a remarkably charitable disposition. Not a feast 
but, at the close, a collection is made for the poorer 
j)ef»ple. May the Thuriugian ju'ovmd), iUiick 

haf.,fiihrt die Braut hehn, soon become aj)plicable to 
you. 

Adieu. 


Dear L-, 

In my former letters I said enough of fetes 
and feasts to couviimc you that my friends the 
Thuringians have plenty of red-letter days in their 
calendar, and know how to keep them. 

The Bauern Almanack, and twenty other usurpers 
of Dr. Moore’s infallible oj)uscule, which note 
mother liarth’s salutations of the Ham, the Bull, 
the heavenly Twins, and other amiable occupants of 
the celestial girdle, are never so thumbed and 


o 
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consulted as when Christmas approaches. Long 
before the day, Wnhnachten (the German synonyme) 
is in everybody’s mouth. Burgher and peasant, 
student and shopman, all are full of its perspective 
enjoyments; and if we consult the Thuringian voca¬ 
bulary of Christmas terms, we shall find their termi¬ 
nology more copious than our own. Not only do we 
find those exactly answering to our Christmas Box, 
Christmas Carol, &c., but others, peculiar to them¬ 
selves, as Wdhnachtsfratzen, Christbaum, &c., which 
I shall learnedly expound to you by and by. ’Tis 
true, that among the lingerings of the hoIi<lay 
customs of former times, England still preserves 
some few emblems of “ merrie Christmasse,” in the 
shape of fat beef shows, hoUy and mistktoe boughs, 
minee-pies and plum-puddinq, good ale and strong 
beei', after all no despicable symbols; but the poetry 
of the season, which exercised such a delightful 
spell on the imagination, has passed away, unless, 
indeed, jingling waits, marrow-bones and cleavers, 
and the nasal winings of some dirty brats about 
Beth-le-hcm, at your door, are esteemed its poetical 
characteristics, worthy to replace that witty knave 
the Lord of misrule, masking, merry disports, and all 
the mummings and disguisements of the Christmas 
gambols. But hold! poor old England gets so 
many kicks and rebuffs now-a-days, despite her age 
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and infirmities, that I have not the heart to lay 
bare lier senile foibles, and, therefore, return to 
Thuringia at once. 

I do not think I could say more to prove the 
inspiring effects of the season, than by observing 
that the whole country is in a bustle, and tliat for 
Germans is saying a great deal. Who could 
describe all the planning and fussing of the Ilatts- 
frau, the conclaves of the lasses to decide on 
important devices in knitting and netting for gifts 
and souvenirs, the racking of brains for poetical 
envelojies to the wishes of the season, and fifty 
other disturbing forces, which are increased tenfold 
at Christmas Eve, when edible and potable are to 
bo purchased for the morrow’s feast, cakes to be 
baked, rooms to bo decorated, presents to receive 
the “ coup de maitre,” Weihnachtfratzm to be prac¬ 
tised, and tbe Christitaunit that delight of the 
juveniles, to be bought and dressed out? Why not 
llriareus himself, had he been a newspaper reporter. 
The streets and market-place of Gotha (M'here the 
Thuringian Christmas is kept in perfection), in- 
defiance of frost and snow, are crowded with merry 
peasant groups, from all parts of the hills; from 
Sonneberg, with their baskets of toys; from Krd- 
winkle, with fiddles and citherns; from Okrdruf, 
with China pipe-bowls; while there arc enough 
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from the forest, bringing in fir-trees, from a foot to 
six feet high, for the Christbdume, as would have 
shook the soul of Macbeth to swooning, had Thu¬ 
ringia been Dunsinane. 

Then the shop windows are so brilliant, ’twould 
baffle the powers of George Robins, or even Day 
and Martin’s poet laureate, to paint the gaudy scene 
of gold and silver tinsel, flowers, and ribbons, and 
st<ained candles; and as for the play of features 
reflected in them from the wondering Bauorn, 
admiring Madeln, Cruikshank alone could do them 
justice. 

Rehold the day arrived! Happy faces, best 
dresses, shops shut uj), church bells going, all much 
as cluiz nous, except that the j)easant costumes are 
of a most magnificent kind. The morning is given 
to devotion. On coining out of church, the primu- 
pal phrases I heard Avere, Recht guten Appetil, Ich 
wunsche Ihnm wold zu speisen, denoting extraor¬ 
dinary labours for the digestive powers. T should 
like to send you a bill affair; but the copying of 
such a lengthy document would alarm even a 
lawyer’s clerk. Our friends here esteem their great 
Reformer’s jovial anathema— 

Wer nicht liebt 
Wein, Weib und Gesaiig, 

Bleibt cin Narr 
Sein Lebcn lang— 
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as part and parcel of the social institutes. The 
banquet generally takes place in the house of the 
oldest member of the family, the Groszvater, or 
Urgroszvat&t', if he be in existence; he takes the 
chair of honour. The Christmas dinner lasts many 
houi’S, and many a bottle of good old ilhine wine 
and sparkling Sillery are emptied of their contents 
in honour of the toasts,— 

Age libertatc Deceinbri quando ita Majorca voluenint utere, 

(IIOR.)— 

which are drunk standing, in order to tap all the 
glasses together, which is a never-failing concomi¬ 
tant hero; and it requires some dexterity to go 
through this exhilarating process to the satisfaction 
of the Thuringian, for the glasses must send forth a 
bell-like sound, or it is a bad omen. All things, 
however, must conic to an end; so does the Christ¬ 
mas dinner, not, probably, until it is beconn; quite 
dark, and until the family circle has been augmented 
by numerous friends. Then the doors of a room, 
hitherto kept as secret as Blue Beard’s chamber, 
are thrown open, and disclose the marvels of the* 
Weilmmlits Kinderbaum. This is the most grati¬ 
fying moment of the day. 

All the hypochondriacs, cynics, and barking 
philosophers, who deny the existence of happiness, 
should witness this scene, the arrangements of 
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which are as follows:—-the Weihnacht, or Christmas 
tabic, is covered with a nice white cloth, in the 
centre of which stands the before-mentioned fir-tree, 
whose temptations would rival those of a certain 
fatal tree. The boughs are loaded with every 
description of fruit, flower, bonbon, and bagatelle, 
and this tree of delight is brilliantly illuminated 
with the little coloured candles. The table is 
strewed with gifts of every kind, for young and 
old, and each finds an appropriate phrase or two 
attached with his name to one or more of the 
offerings. After the Bmm is des])oilcd of its fruits, 
and the souvenirs are transferred to pockets and 
reticules, then come cakes and coffee, pipes and 
beer, and the evening concludes its harmless mirth 
and enjoyment. 

But all is not quite over then, for the lasses 
have to play fifty pranks, or Weihnachtsfratzen, to 
tell when they are to be married, and what their 
futures are like, &c. It is a common belief among 
the lower classes, that on this evening they can 
"conjure the image of the lover before them, and 
there are various means resorted to, one of which is 
to lay a cloth for two persons, omitting to place 
forks, and sit down at midnight, when the lover 
will present himself, bringing a fm'k with him, 
which the maiden must carefiilly preserve, for so 
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long as she preserves it, he will be a faithful lover: 
but he must never see it, or he will recognise the 
charm which compelled his appearance, and will 
remember the pains caused by the supernatural 
power: the spell will be broken, and, say the old 
women, great evils might happen. A favourite 
mode of divination is, to buy a pfenning's worth of 
white bread; it must be the end of the loaf. A 
bit of crust is fastened under the right arm, and 
worn all day; at night it must be placed under the 
j)illow, when, if a portion be cat during the night, 
the happy fair will be married within the year. 
Many other follies of this kind are practised on 
Christmas Eve; but I have given you enough for 
one letter, or I should describe one of their Christ¬ 
mas amusements, a ScUittenfahrt or SchliUen-Partic. 
Sometimes thirty sledges, each with a pair of horses, 
and a pair of lovers, who drive to some neighbour¬ 
ing village, where a ball is prepared, from which 
they drive home by torch-light. I must reserve 
this, however, for a future series. 


Adieu. • 
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Gotha, Mohr Ilof, 1839. 

Dear L——, 

I returned yesterday from my excursion in 
tlie mountains, and again occupy my old quarters in 
tlie IMohr Hof. My room was tenanted by no less 
a personage than Napoleon for a couple of days 
in his flight after the battle of Leipsig, and from its 
windows he inspected the remnant of the old guard. 
During my absence, the news of an Englishman’s 
being engaged in writing a book on Saxe-Coburg 
Gotha had sj)read like wildfire, and on my return T 
found my table crowded with books, and numerous 
lettere, containing oflers of assistance. Amongst 
other things, an old manuscript attracted my notice, 
and, on inspection, I found it to contain the curious 
narrative of the Graf von Gleichen, which, though 
highly romantic, is founded on fact. It is imj)ossiblc 
to send you a translation of the whole, as it occupies 
some sixty folio sides, and is by no means easy to 
read, hartng been written perhaps three centuries ago. 
•I have made a hasty translation of some extracts, 
which will give you a tolerable idea of the story. 1 
leave you to its perus.al, wishing you viel Vergniigen. 

Adieu. 
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Legendary Tale of the Graf von Gleichen. 

“It is just three hundred years, come the day of 
the blessed Virgin, that the Nuncio of the Holy 
Father, Gregory IX., appeared at tlie court of the 
Emperor Frederic at Naples, urging him, hy a new 
Crusade, to rescue the holy city from the infidels. 
Alanned at the Pontilf’s threats, the Emiieror sum¬ 
moned the Princes of the Empire, and assembled a 
numerous band of valiant warriors. In the imperial 
suite was the Landgrave of Thuringia, Lewis the 
Holy, with his knights and followers. Joyfully the 
warriors set out; one only was sad and mournful, 
the noble Count of Gleichen. Lewis inquiring the 
cause of his settled melancholy, the Count replied: 
‘ Doubt not my courage or devotion to the sacred 
cause ! but I leave my dear Ottilia, with our in hint 
children, perhaps for ever.’ ‘Console yourself,’ said 
the Landgrave, ‘ I likewise parted with sorrow from 
my true and gracious Elizabeth, but I grieve no 

more, for, while we try the combat, our wives will 

• 

j>ray to God that we return in safety,’ &c. &;c.” 

^ ^ 

[It appears, however, from the MS., that the 
Landgrave died soon after at Otranto, naming 
the Count leader of his vassals. They arrived at 
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Ptolemais, where the Count and liis squire Kurt 
were taken prisoners by an ambuscade of Saracens, 
embarked in a vessel to Alexandria, and sent as 
slaves to Grand Cairo, where they w'ere thrown into 
prison and loaded with chains.] 

“The warriors had long returned, and brought 
the news of their leader’s sudden disappearance to 
his anxious consort. A thousand conjectures about 
his fate filled the mind of the wretched Ottilia, who 
mourned for her lord as one numbered with the 
dead. Still she fondly cherished the hope that he 
might survive, and sent many a trusty follower to 
the East to make research, hut all returned without 
the slightest tidings. The seventh year still found 
the noble Count occupant of a gloomy dungeon, 
when, by a stratagem of the faithful Kurt, the 
closed doors were thrown open, and the Count was 
brought before the commander of the slaves, who 
addressed him thus:—‘Thy obstinacy is the cause 
of thy captivity, stubborn Frank; why didst thou 
conceal thy abilities? Thy fellow-prisoner hath 
reported thee to be skilled in the precious art of 
gardening. Execute the will of the most mighty 
Sultan; arrange a garden after the manner of the 
Franks, and spare no pains, for if thy garden delight 
the Sultan’s daughter, who is the flower of the 
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world, and the brightest jewel of the East, thy 
fortune is secured,’ &c.” * ♦ * 

[Here the chronicler relates at length the asto¬ 
nishment of the Count at this address, knowing 
nothing of gardening, but how he concealed his sur¬ 
prise, and demanded fifty slaves to be placed at his 
disposal, and at tlieir head the trusty Kurt, in order 
that he might execute the Sultan’s wishes, which, 
after considerable difficulty and many consultations 
with Kurt, were at length accomplished.] 

“ This garden was destined fm* Melcchsala, tlie 
only child spared to the Sultan of a numerous 
progeny. She was beautiful as the morning, and 
was the idol of his soul. It was to surprise her on 
her natal day that the Frankish garden was pre¬ 
pared, for Melcchsala had amongst her slaves a 
Christian girl, to wdiom she was much attached, and 
from whose descrijitions she had imbibed a taste 
for foreign fashions. In this alone she was faithful 
to the customs of the East: she had loved flowers 
from earliest childhood, and twisted graceful gar¬ 
lands full of poetry and meaning. The birth-day 
of Molechsala approached, and the Sultan resolved 
to visit the garden. Full of anxiety, expecting to 
lose his head, or at least to resume his chains, the 
Count awaited the mighty Sultan’s coming; but, 
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thanks to the potent charm of novelty, the Sultan 
expressed his satisfaction, &c. &c.” * * 

[Hero the MS. narrates a conversation between 
the Sultan and the Count, and how the latter was 
appointed Bostaiigi or chief gardener, with slaves 
and attendants, and became quite a favourite.] 

“ On a mild day of spring, Molechsala was first 
introduced into the Frankish garden, but a long 
time elapsed ere our Bostangi’s wish to see the 
flower of the world was gratified, as, in obsorvaiice 
of the Kastern customs, the troublesome attendance 
of the eunuchs only was allowed, and a'l othcTS 
carefully excluded. On one occasion, tempted by 
the fresh breezes of the morning, the hiir Moloch- 
sala strolled forth alone from the sleepy Ilarem into 
her favourite grounds; the dew still decked with 

pearly drops the glistening plants, &c. kc. 

***** 

[As might be expected, the noble gardener m'us 
engaged quite apropos amongst the flowers. Ife 
sees Melechsala, who had laid aside her veil, and, 
when she addresses him, remains speechless with 
astonishment at her melodious voice and transcen¬ 
dent beauty.] 

‘“Christian, fear not!’ said the Princess; ‘by 
my order thou art here, to nurse my darling plants. 
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my cliorlshed flowers.’ ‘Splendid flower of tlie 
■world,’ replied the Count, ‘ before whose Mondroiis 
beauty, the brightest gem is pale, a word from thoii 
rejoices the soul of thy slave, wlio bears his cap¬ 
tivity with gladness if thou but esteem him worthy 
of thy commands.’ Meleclisala, who awaited not 
an answer, was astonished to hoar such flattering 
sjtecch coming from a slave, and regarding closely 
the noble features of the still youthful Count, the 
veil alone concealed the blush which tinged luu’ 
maiden cheek. She gave some trifling orders, and 
resumed her walk. The following* day her visit was 
renewed. Insensibly the pure and innocent breast 
of the Eastern maid beat with undefined sentiments 
of tender admiration of the noble Frank. She 
foresaw not the danger of these oft-repeated visits, 
but Avithout reserve she passed her morning hours 
in conversing with the Count, who, though bold and 
daring in the fight, before this artless girl was timid 
as the dove; nor had he the most remote idea of 
the feelings with which he had inspired her gentle 
bosom. Chance disclosed the secret. ’Twas “a 
lovely evening. The rays of the setting sun illu¬ 
mined with purple splendour the mosques and 
cupolas of Grand Cairo. Mclechsala conversed u ith 
the Count, twining in tasteful order a bunch of 
fresh gathered flowers, when, following the impulse 
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of the moment, she gave it to the Count, who with 
tender gratitude placed it in his bosom, nescient of 
the secret meaning the chosen blooms concealed. 
The lovely girl supposed her floral speech was 
understood, and requested him to cull for her a 
‘bouquet’ in return. Hastening to the choicest 
beds of just blooming flowers, ho gathered a bud of 
the splendid Muschirumi, which he presented on 
his knees. How groat was his surprise, when 
Melechsala drew back, and, with averted look, hesi¬ 
tated to accept the fragrant flower. Her mild 
serenity had quickly disappeared, and, drawing 
around her the screening veil, she hurried from the 
garden, &c. &c.” ***** 

[Now follows a long explanation of the cause. 
Those who have studied the manners of the East, 
or read Hasselquist’s Journey to Palesthie^ will know 
that the Count had unconsciously declared love to 
his mistress, and that in a way which had violated 
the virgin modesty, since the only rhyme to Mus¬ 
chirumi in the Arabian is Ydskci-umi. Neither 
the Count, however, nor the trusty Kurt, to whom 
he related his adventure, could interpret Melech- 
sala’s behaviour, which would have cost him his 
head, had not her softness and love towards the 
stranger suppressed the pride which arose in the 
bosom of the Sultan’s daughter.] 
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“The Count in vain awaited a solution of the 
mystery from Melechsala herself; many days elapsed 
ere she re-appeared. Tlie Count then threw himself 
at her feet, to supplicate forgiveness for his unknown 
fault. Melechsala beckoned him to follow her. 
He obeyed in silence, and, after losing sight of the 
garden, they stopped before the door of a summer 
palace of the Sultan, which was quickly opened by a 
slave. Entering one of its rich saloons Melechsala 
thus spoke:—‘The will of the Prophet bo done!’ 
she began; ‘ three times I have invoked him to give 
me a sign, if I wander in the paths of folly and error. 
The Prophet has been silent. He a])proves of the 
dove’s resolve, to deliver the captive linnet from bis 
fetters, and to live with him in the same nest. The 
Sultan’s daughter has not despised the Muschirumi. 
Tarry no longer; find tlie Iman, bo will make thee 
a faithful believer in the Moschec, and not in vain; 
for then I shall request my father that he create 
tliee a Bacha in his provinces. Proudly may’st thou 
tlien lift up thine eyes to the splendour of the 
throne!’ The Count, dumb with amazement, now 
first perceived the mistake ho had committed. A 
stmggle, fierce and long, of conflicting sentiments 
agitated his troubled heart. The tempter tried his 
most enticing wiles to vanquish the scruples of the 
Count, to persuade him to abjure his creed and 



208 


LETTERS FROM THURINGIA. 


become a faithless husband to his lone Ottilia. But 
after a lengthened silence, he answered thus:— 
‘Alas! fairest and best of maidens, for me there is 
no hope. Know, then, tliat a virtuous wife mourns 
my absence from my native land. How could 1 
give that heart to thee, already sacred to another’s 
love?’ ‘Look,’ said Melechsala, ‘there are still 
blooming many other flowers besides her whom 
thou callest the flower of the world: they all ren “sh 
our eyes and sense with their varied hue and svvec 
})erfume. Should not the constant sight of ou<; id 
the same tire thy aching vision? Nor won i 
thee to nurse this one alone. The fortune -’dne 
for thee thy wife may'Jiart.^ke. She also shall liv 
ill thy serail, and shall bo to me a dear companion, 
who will love me for thy sake. 1 will call her 
children mine.’ With eyes full of tender ex]>res- 
sion she looked upon the again undecided Count, 
who, wrapt in thought, scarcely conscious of what 
passed, was roused from his reverie by the friendly 
Kurt. Melechsala had vanished, &c., &c.'’ 
***** 

[Now follows a description of Kurt’s arguments, 
who advises the Count to accept the brilliant offer. 

‘ For should the Countess Ottilia,’ said he, ‘ still 
live, in your castle they believe you dead, and she 
most jirobably ere this is married to another. As 
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to your belief, the man may sliow the way to heaven 
better than the wife. If the Princess love yon, 
she will not mind to change her Paradise for 
Christendom.” The reasoning of Kurt, joined to a 
curious dream of Ottilia’s death, at length stag¬ 
gered the resolutions of the Count. At his next 
interview with Melechsala, he disclosed his real 
rank and high descent, and ])ainting in glowing 
(•''lours the |)leasures and delight which would await 
tl.' ^'t ill his Thnringian home, jiroposes an instant 
llieht/! 

“(ylcf’seti in a caftan, and taking a casket of 
ill best diamonds, JVleleclisala left the serail, and 
(led wivii her lover. They reached Alexandria in 
safety, and embarking here in a merchant vessel, 
soon gained the port of Venice, &c.’' 

* iff # 

[Here the Count meets one of his old retainers, 
wlio, with tears of joy, recognised his long-lost 
master. From him he learned that Ottilia still 
lived, and remained faithful to the nujitial vow» 
New peri)lexities embarrass now our hero, who, after 
much reflection, sends a long account of his adven¬ 
tures, of his captivity and flight with the Sultan’s 
daughter, who had left her native land, the splendour 
of the throne, and all her comforts, through love for 
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him, and under the condition of becoming his wife, 
which, misled by a fatal dream, he had promised.] 

< “ Ottilia wept with joy at the tidings of her 
beloved lord’s return, and often pressed the letter 
to her trembling lips. But on perusing its contents, 
the tears soon ceased to flow, and, with bitter 
exclamations, she execrated the Crusade as the 
source of all her woes, and ill brooked the thought 
of sharing with another her husband’s love, &c.” 

# * * * # 

[Hero again, however, a nightly vision is 
described. Ottilia sees her husband rctunied; he 
embraced her and her children; while in the back 
ground stood a lovely female, of angelic counte¬ 
nance, who seemed to view with kind attention this 
loving scene. She began to reflect, that without 
the fair Saracen’s aid, she had perhaps never more 
seen her beloved, and changing her determination, 
sends a favourable reply to the Count’s wishes. 
This reaches him at Rome, where Melechsala had 
abjured her faith, and turned to the doctrines of the 
all-saving Church. She was baptized Angelica. 
The joy which the holy father felt was taken 
advantage of by Count Ernest to propose the double 
marriage; but in vain. That, however, which his 
solicitations failed to procure, the beauty of Ange- 
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lica effected. She herself pleaded her cause, and 
after a convocation of the Vatican, a bull of 
dispensation was granted. The Count, now leaving 
Angelica to follow with the faithful Kurt, travelled 
day and night to reach Thuringia’s hills, and again 
embraced his fond Ottilia. Soon after came Ange¬ 
lica, whose approach was descried in the distance 
from the Gleichcn Towers. Ottilia and her Ernest 
went forth to welcome the foreign maiden. Ottilia 
embraced her with warmest love, and the scene 
of the happy meeting to this day is called the 
FreudentJial, or Valley of Joy. 

Soon the nuptials were celebrated; the knights 
and chieftains of Thuringia thronged the halls of 
the Castle of Gleichen, and joy and feasting pro¬ 
claimed the absent lord’s return, &c. 

The manuscript concludes by stating that 
Melechsala remained childless, but loved the 
children of Ottilia as her own. Death first 
snatched her away from this happy union, and 
somewhat later, Ottilia, who Avas shortly followed 
by the Count (1264). They were all three buriejl 
in the same grave. Their tombstone is before the 
altar of St. Peter’s Church, at Erfort. Ottilia is 
represented with a mirror in her hand, emblem of 
her prudence: on the right hand you see Angelica, 
with a coronet and symbols of her Eastern origin: 

P 2 
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between them is tlie Count. The nuptial couch is 
still shown to strangers, in the Junkem Kammer, as 
a precious relic. A splinter of it, \Forn instead of 
the* busk, is said to destroy all jealousy in the 
female heart. Many relics still remain confirmatory 
of the tradition. At Tonna are preserved the 
turban and gold cross of the fair Haracen; and the 
Burgomaster of Kirschberg possesses, in the old 
Castle of Tannerode, near Eisenach, an old carpet, 
on which the whole history is embroidered.] 


Weimar. 

Dear L-, 

You can easily imagine my eagerness to see 
Weimar. No one who knows anything of German 
literature, or Gorman literary men, but has heard of 
Weimar; and few can have read a tour in Germany 
without learning that the Muses had taken up their 
residence here, and that the Grand Duke's capital 
was, in all respects, a second Athens. Some enthu¬ 
siastic gentleman has discovered wonderful topo¬ 
graphical analogies between the valley of the 11m, 
with its purling stream, and the Academic groves 
and Ilyon’s waters. Without pretending to rival 
the fervour of this classic tourist, I can assure you 
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that no visit was looked forward to with so much 
pleasure as that to Weimar, and yet the six hours’ 
ride was continually postponed; I think upon^the 
same principle as some children look very long at 
a tart before they eat it. How long I should have 
revelled in the perspective enjoyment, had I not, 
the other day, been presented to the Grand Duke 
and his amiable Duchess, who are staying at the 
Court here, it is difficult for me to say. The Duke 
entered into conversation, with the accustomed 
affability of his family, regretted his inability to 
speak the Knglish, and finished b;f inviting me to 
come and pay the Court of Weimar a visit. This I 
readily did; and shortly after the Grand Duke’s 
return was numbered among the guests of this 
hospitable place. Did I possess the pen of Dumas, 
1 might give birth to a small volume of “ Impres¬ 
sions ” antecedent and subsequent to my arrival, but 
you know my abhorrence of twaddle, and will there¬ 
fore do—as amateur actors at a rehearsal without 
the audience do—imagine them. That I should 
see Fausts and Gretchens, in any neat made couple, 
telling their tale of love to the gentle moon in the 
palace gardens, and convert into credulous Marthas 
half the old women, will not astonish you. Tlie 
first thing, however, which struck me, on enter¬ 
ing the Erh Prinz hotel, was an oil painting of 
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Gothe, hung up in the SaUe a manger. This was 
done a few months previous to his death, and repre¬ 
sents him sitting in his library; dressed in a blue 
robe de chamhre. I asked the waiter if he had seen 
Gothe, and if it were a good likeness. “ Oh yes, 
sir,” said he, “it is very like His Excellence.” 
Although I was aware of Gbthe’s ministerial dignity, 
it seemed very unnatural to hear the prefix Excel- 
knce de applied to the great man. From what I 
could learn, however, it would seem that Gothe 
would have thought it equally strange had his title 
been omitted. In spesiking of him, the Weimar 
people often say: D&r Herr Geheimrathf or the Mr. 
Privy Councillor. This will naturally pass away, 
and Gothe, like Napoleon or Shakespeare, will be 
Giitlie only. As it is but eight years since he dietl, 
the Weimarians, yet under the influence of personal 
recollections, cannot separate the poet from the 
minister. 

Having left word with the Lohndiener, or Com¬ 
missionaire, to take some twenty of ray visiting 
cards to the principal ofiiccrs of the Grand Duke’s 
household, to notify my arrival, I went to see 
Gothe’s house. Much delighted I was to find that 
everything continues in exactly the same state as 
at the moment of his decease. In the little bed¬ 
room, on the dressing table, stands the last bottle 
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of medicine, yet half-full, with Hmii Gehimrath 
Ea^cellenz von Gothe on the label. Tlie rooms, 
collections of minerals, prints, portraits of Gbthe’s 
friends, about three hundred, among them several 
Englishmen, admirably drawn in crayons by a 
Weimar artist; presents he received, as a gold 
wreath from the City of Frankfurt, seal stamp from 
fifteen of Gbthe’s English admirers, Byron, JMoore, 
&c., were all shown to me by Herr Krauter, Gbthe’s 
quondam amanuensis, who told me an infinity of 
anecdotes of his great master. It appears, from his 
description, that Gbthe’s works, like Minerva, sprang 
from the brain in a state of perfection, for he would, 
after perhaps for months revolving any subject in 
his mind, and mentally shaping out the whole into 
form, walk daily, for hours, up and down in his 
room, and dictate to his secretary until the whole 
was committed to manuscript. After inspecting 
all the “ reliquiaj,” even to the wardrobe, I M'ent to 
pay my respects to Dr. Eckermann, the intimate 
friend of Gothe, and, for many years previous to the 
poet’s death, his constant companion. This gentle- 
ihan is one of the most remarkable instances of the 
triumph of genius, and a striking illustration of the 
Horatian adage, Poeta nascitur, Sfc. Born in the 
remote and miserable village of Winsen, some 
leagues from Luneburg, his parents were of the 
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most liumble class: the father gaining a trifle as 
a pedlar> by selling socks, and tapes, and little 
pidtures in the neighbouring villages, while the 
mother was employed at home spinning. Young 
Eckermann’s boyhood passed away in cow and sheep 
tending, leasing and picking up acorns for the geese 
during the autumn; and in the winter season as the 
occasional companion of bis father. I think he 
informed me, that it was his taste for drawing which 
first brought him under the notice of some neigh¬ 
bouring gentleman, through whos^^ assistance he 
obtained the elements of a very slender education, 
little more than reading and writing. When about 
twenty, he could not resist the patriot feeling which 
wanned his breast, and joined as a volunteer in 
Kielmannsegge’s Jiiger corps, and made the cam¬ 
paigns of’13 and ’14, after which he abandoned the 
sword for the pen. His first little poems, descrip¬ 
tive of scenes from a soldier’s life, and written with 
the ardour of a true patriot, were greatly admired; 
and he shortly after published a small volume of 
poetical criticism, Beitrdge zur Poesie, which recom¬ 
mended him to Gothe’s notice, at whose request he 
came to reside at Weimar, where first he began his 
education; for up to this period he was, in all 
respects, the child of nature. I cannot, in a letter, 
depict the workings of this extraordinary man’s 
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mind, and the high state of cultivation to which he 
attained, under the guidance of his powerful friend, 
but advise you, by all means, to read his delightful 
work, entitled Gesprdche mit (Jdthe, the record of 
daily conversations with Gothe, during a period of 
ten years, on all possible sul jects. There is no book 
in existence which so familiarizes one with GSthe’s 
manner of thouglit and expression as this. To show 
the high esteem in which he held Eckermann, Gothe 
made him his literary executor; and ho is now 
engaged in j)reparing a new edition of all Gbthe’s 
works, with critical notes, in forty volumes. Having 
received a precious gift from this amiable man, 
none other than some autograph poetry of his illus¬ 
trious friend, 1 was highly satisfied vith the result 
of my morning’s occupation. I returned to the 
Erh Pi •inz, where 1 found an invitation to dine at 
the palace awaiting me. To-morrow 1 shall have 
something new to write about. 

Adieu, a demaiii. 


Weimar. 

Dear L- 

I left off my letter rather abruptly yester¬ 
day, in order to get dressed in time for dinner at 
the palace. About half-past 2 p.m., the carriages 
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of the convies were rumbling along the Grande 
Place down to the palace in grand style; perhaps 
not such vehicles as would call forth the admiration 
of a Long-Acre worthy, being something between 
a drosky and a lord-mayor’s coach, but the hammer- 
cloths are very line. The panels have emblazonings 
enough for a whole peerage, and the coachmen’s 
furbelow’d driving coat of tiger or black bear skin, 
with the cocked hat and silver lace, not forgetting 
the gay green and gold uniform of the chasseur, and 
the trappings of the long-tailed horses, give really 
an imposing appearance to the equipage, in despite 
of its antiquity. As the guard-house is on the 
Grande Place, when any reigning Prince, general 
officer, or minister, passes by, the guard turns out 
to present arms, and although the Grand Duke’s 
dominions are not quite so extensive as those of the 
Emperor of all the Hussias, there were generals and 
ministers enough to keep the drums beating, with 
short intervals of repose, until three o’clock, by 
which time the guests were, as the showmen say, 
“all in.” 

In less than ten minutes after my arrival, we 
were seated at the dinner table. I had the honour 
of being placed next to the Grand Duke, and oppo¬ 
site to the Prince of Barkfeld, then on a visit. 
After a capital repast of a blended cuisine, German 
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and French, which occupied at most ai? hour, 
coffee was served in an adjoining room, after which 
all retired to their respective domiciles, returning, 
however, about eight o’clock, to pass the evening. 
It may amuse you to learn how the usual court 
soirees are conducted. I need not tell you that all 
the gentlemen wear uniforms or court-dresses, and 
the ladies, “ grande toilette,” das verstcht sich, as the 
Germans say. There is a suite of fine rooms (five 
or six) thrown open, brilliantly lighted up. In the 
first is stationed a good quadrille band; in the 
second are tables covered with albums, and every 
si)ecies of pretty bagatelle and nic-nac; in the third 
are placed chairs and sophas for the petits jeu>v; 
in the fourth are the whist tables, for the Grand 
Duke and Duchess; the remaining rooms arc merely 
serviceable as cool retreats after dancing, being 
luxuriously furnished, and redolent of choice exotics. 
The Grand Duke generally decides how the young 
people are to be amused. While the cakes, tea, 
&c., are being handed about, the petits jem‘, which 
I need not d^cribe to you, as 1 dare say your sisters 
can tell you all about them, commence the evening 
entertainnieiits. The Duke and Duchess sit down 
to whist at different tables, the grand chamberlain, 
master of the hoi-se, or other high functionaries, 
being partners. After the Grand Duke and Duchess 
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are seated at the whist table, all the ladies go and 
make their curtsies, after which, the gentlemen 
having made their bows, the amusements commence. 
Some play at pdits jeux, others go and dance, Walze, 
Galoppe, Mazurka, or Contredanse. The quiet 
folks examine the albums and nic-nac, and, in fact, 
each amuses himself to his own taste. About eleven 
o’clock all take their leave. The Grand Duchess 
speaks the English very well, and is, of all the 
Princesses I have seen, without exception, the most 
graceful and dignified in her manners and carriage. 
’J’he serene, placid expression, the perfect repose of 
every feature, is such as I never beheld in any 
human being. Independent of the Grand Duchess 
being a very fine woman, and a Grand Duchess into 
the bargain, there is something so majestic in her 
bearing and deportment, that you would, if perfectly 
ignorant of her rank, single her out from a thousand 
women as the woman of rank. Nature has stamped 
nobility in every movement. The Grand Duke is 
all life and vivacity, full of conversation and anec¬ 
dote, and resembles, in his quickness of manner and 
conversation, oiir venerable monarch, George the 
Third. 

The court is in some respects even more bril¬ 
liant than that of Gotha, and, what is exceedingly 
(deasant for foreigners, nothing but French is 
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spoken. Neither are literary characters wanting to 
give an agreeable tone to society. Baron Sternberg 
the novelist, Madame de Gros, Madame de Gothe, 
both authoresses of some distinction, may be men¬ 
tioned as those of the court circle most kiioM n to 
the literary world. The Grand Duchess being a sister 
of the Emperor of Russia, has naturally made sundry 
innovations in court ceremonies and arrangements, 
favourable to luxury and splendour; and of all the 
courts, great and small, which I have seen, none 
unite so much, either in external a])pearance or 
internal economy, the magnificence of a princely 
residence with the ease and comfort of a private 
family mansion. As Madame de Staiil says, “La 
vie do Weimar et celle du chateau.” What with 
pic-nic rtimbles, rustic fetes in summer, the chasse 
in autumn, sledge parties, balls, concerts in winter, 
a good library, news-rooms, and theatre all the ycai* 
round, and a constant influx of distinguished visi¬ 
tors, who arc sure of a courteous reception, having 
proper introductions, the little German courts, 
especially those of Weimar and Gotha, are the mosit 
agreeable residences I know. To-morrow I shall 
visit the Ducal Library, and write again before leav¬ 
ing Weimar, if I find anything particularly worthy 
of communication. For the present, therefore, 

Adieu. 
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Weimar. 

Dear L- 

I told you I should write again before quit¬ 
ting Weimar, if I found anything in the Library 
particularly worthy of remark. I shall not attempt 
to describe the Library itself, T mean the rooms and 
galleries, for nothing but a drawing could convey a 
faithful idea; but I shall sum up my opinion in a 
few words, by stating that it is the most beautiful 
one I ever saw. Although there is nothing very 
curious in the way of Manuscripts, Itminahui(r^ &c., 
the Library contains the most costly editions of the 
best works of all countries, ages, and languages, and, 
as near as the librarian could guess, amounted, in 
point of number, to about eighty thousand volumes. 
There is likewise a military library, containing plans 
and models of all the forts in Europe, which is unique. 
I, as usual, groped about among the old German 
manuscripts and pamphlets, and was fortunate enough 
to stumble upon a highly interesting one, which 
<leserves being made public, as it refers to the 
greatest characters of the age. It describes the 
f^tes given to their Majesties, the Emperor Napo¬ 
leon and the Emperor Alexander, on the 6th and 
7th of October, 1808, by the Grand Duke Charles 
Augustus, in which, as you will see. Kings and 
Princes were as conjmon as blackberries; and the 
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names of Gotlie, Wicland, Talma, need only to be 
named to show that the Kings of Literature and Art 
were likewise to be found tliere. You are aware of 
the meeting of Napoleon and Alexander hating 
taken place at Erfurt, four leagues from Weimar. 
The Emperor Alexander arrived September 25th, 
and was received in great pomp by torch-light. 
The Grand Duke was already gone to Eisenach to 
meet Napoleon. The Duke of Vicenza (t'aulin- 
court), French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, set 
out immediately for Eisenach, to inform Napoleon 
of the Emperor’s arrival. On tho^ 2Gth September 
the Emperor, after transacting business with the 
Ministers, rode out to the Belvedere, the summer 
residence of the Duke, and, after dinner, went to 
the Court Theatre. The 27th, the two Emperors 
met at three o’clock. Napoleon was on horseback, 
Alexander in a carriage. They descended and 
embraced each other most cordially. The way they 
spent their time at Erfurt was as follows:—After 
sending to make mutual inquiries every morning at 
their rise, each gave audience, and transacted affairs 
with their Ministers. After twelve, passed in 
review the French troops, quartered in the town 
and environs. Every day at six o’clock dinner was 
laid in Napoleon’s Palace, which the Emperor, the 
Grand Duke, and the other Kings, joined. At 
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seven o’clock precisely, the whole party went to the 
theatre, where the best tragic actors of France 
represented the chefs d'ceuvres of Corneille, Racine, 
Voltaire, &c. The theatre was open to all ])ersons, 
who obtained tickets from the Court of France, to 
behold the Emperors, Kings, and Princes, who w^ere 
placed in the parterre, or pit, in the folloAving 
order:— 



The number of decorations and rich uniforms 
dazzled the sight. It was a coup (ffceil iinujuCy to 
see assembled, in such a small space, so many 
TVTonarchs, Princes, celebrated Generals and States- 
njen. The performance ended at ten o’clock, when 
Napoleon always returned with Alexander to his 
palace, and they conversed together until after 
midnight. The number of Kings and Princes con¬ 
tinued to increase until October 5th. The otherwise 
quiet and deserted city of Erfurt appeared, as if by 
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oncliantmcnt, to have become the Capital of Em|\'- 
rors. Tlio Grand Duke of Weimar having oflered 

an entertainment to the Emperors for the Gth and 

• 

7th October, great preparations were made for a 
grand stag hunt, in the Forest of Ettersbcrg. Eight 
days were employed in arraugements, and hundreds 
of peasants were engaged to drive? tlie game. At a 
short distance fi'om the Chateau, between the great 
and little Ettersberg, on an open space, whence the 
view of Thuringia was most picturesque, a pavilion 
was erected, from which the Monarchs fired on the 
game. A species of open tent waS erected in form 
of a portico, supported by trees for columns, and 
decorated with branches, flowers, &c., 223 feet long, 
51 broad, covering a surface of 10,000 square feet; 
the facade ornamentc<l by ten oolnnjns of 22 feet 
high, embellished with garlands of flowers and fruits. 
The interior was divided into three principal parts, 
the Sdlc des Empereurs, and two for the suite. All 
round the pavilion was an inclosurc of high netting, 
Avith entrance, to drive the deer through. The Gth of 
October was a lovely autumnal morning: thousands 
of spectators had assembled, and the whole scene 
resembled one of those joyous popular fetes of the 
hills. At ten o’clock the Graiul Duke, followed by 
his Grand Huntsmen, Do Fritsch and De Seebach, 
left the pavilion, to go and meet the Emperors, who 


Q 
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quitted Erfurt about twelve, and were received by 
the Grand Duke on the frontier, and immediately 
conducted to the pavilion, which they reached at 
one o’clock. The fanfarr and tlie acclamations of 
the people assembled were stunning. 

The Kings of Bavaria, Saxony, Wiirtomberg, 
and the Prince Primate, arrived before the Emperors, 
besides many German Princes. The Prince of 
Neufchatel (Borthier), Marshal of the Emj)ire, the 
Duke de Dalmatia (Soult), the Duke de Monte¬ 
bello (Lannes), and a brilliant cortege of Generals, 
Chamberlains, &fc., accompanied the Monarclis. At 
a given signal the chasse began. The covers were 
drawn, the game was tracked and driven forward, 
and the trumpets and horns announced tlie stags 
with ten horns. The first gun was presented to the 
Monarclis by the following persons:— 

To the Emperor of France, by Berthicr, Grand Veneur 
de Franco. 

Emperor of Russia, De Staff. 

King of Bavaria, Schwartzenfcls. 

King of Saxony, Do Lynker. 

King of Wiirtenborg, Annerwald. 

His Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, had by 
him six of his pages, a porte arquebuse^ and four 
piqueurs; the faithful Mameluke Eustan loaded his 
gun. 
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The Rmperors and the Kinfijs fired very often, 
and at four o’clock, when the chassc ended, had 
killed 

47 Stags. 

3 Hoe-bucks. 

3 Hares. 

1 For. 

During the chasse several pauses were made, 
when, according to tlic German custom, the Tror 
queurs, masked as Savages, having chaplets and 
girdles of oak-leaves, advanced, to ]>lace the game 
before the pavilion. 

All went off without the slightest accident. 
Pleased with the day’s sport, the Em])erors, Kings, 
and Princes, (juitted the hills and returned to 
Weimar, where they were met at the gates by the 
magistrates and burghers, with the diflerent ensigns 
symbolical of their trades, who stood ranged in a 
double line up to the Palace, where the military 
were all drawn out en masse. The two Emperors, 
entered Weimar in an open hunting-carriage, and 
presented themselves to the eager gaze of the 
admiring multitude. Their Majesties were receivd<l 
by the Grand Duke and Duchess, the Hereditary 
Prince, &c., &c. Each of the Kings and Princes 
had a guard of honour, of one officer and twenty 
men, of the Duke's fusileers. The Kings having 
joined, with their suites, the two Emperors, at six 

(i2 
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dinner was announced. The Emperors’ table was 
laid out for eighteen. 



No. 1. The Hereditary Prince of Weimar. 

2. Duke of Oldenburg. 

3. Prince of Neufchatel. 

4. Prince William of Prussia. 

5. Grand Duke Constantine. 

6. King of Westphalia. 

7. King of Wiirtonberg. 

8. Queen of Westphalia. 

9. Emperor of Russia. 

10. Emperor of France. 

11. Duchess of Weimar. 

12. King of Bavaria. 

13. Princess of Weimar. 

14. King of Saxony. 

15. Prince Primate. 

IG. Prince Benevento. 

17. Hereditary Prince of Mecklenburg Schwerin. 

18. Duke of Weimar. 

The grand dignitaries of the Court had orders to 
serve the Royal table; but this their Majesties 



LETTERS FROM THURINGIA. 


229 


refused. The Emperor Napoleon was served by his 
four pages, and the Emperor Alexander by those of 
the Court of Weimar. The dinner lasted one hour. 
The following persons dined at the Grand Marshal’s 
table. 


Of the Emperor of Russia's Suite. 

Lo Comte Tolstoy, Grand Marcchal. 

Le Coin to de Tulii, Ambassadour a la Cour do France. 
Prince Galitzin. 

Prince Twoletzkin. 

Prince Wolkinskei. 

Prince Gaganis. 

M. de Chaniken, Anibassadenr a la Cour do Sa.xe. 

Lo Ministre do Speranski. 

Le Comte do Scherwaldcn. 

Lc Comto d’Ozarofsky. 

M. d’A raktschegin. 

M. do Palatine. 

M. do Villicrs, premier Medccin do I’Emperenr. 

Suite de TEmpereur de France. 

Lc Dnc de Bassano (Maret) Ministre Secretaire d’Etat. 
Le Duo do Friaul (Duroc), Grand Marcchal. 

Lc Due do Dalmatic (Soult), Marcchal de I’Empire. 

Le Due de Montebello (Lannes). 

Le Due do llovigo (General Savary). 

Le Due de Vicenza (Caulincourt), Grand Veneur. 

Le Comte de Remnsat, premier Chambellan. 

M. de Bourgoing, Ambassadenr h la Cour de Saxe. 
Generals, Nausoul, Larriston. 

MM. de Montos<iuiou, Beausset, Caramille, Cavaletti. 
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With numbers of the suites of the reigning Sove¬ 
reigns. There were in all five hundred and fifty 
persons, who sat down to dinner in the Palace on 
this occasion. 

At seven o’clock the Emperors and the other 
princely guests went to the Court Theatre: the town 
and environs were illuminated. The Emperors sat 
in the parterre, as at Erfurt. The French actors 
had come over, and the Death of Cassar (Voltaire’s 
tragedy) was performed,—^Talma, in the rSk of 
Brutus; M. St. Piix in that of Cscsar. After the 
j)lay, the Kings, &c., went through the town, to see 
the illumination, and then to the Palace, where the 
Emperor Alexander opened the ball with the Queen 
of Westphalia by a Polonaise. The Grand Duke 
Constantine’s dancing was much admired. Napo¬ 
leon conversed with the different persons present, 
especially with Gbthe and Wicland, who were there. 
“ INI it beiden sprach der Held des Jahrhiinderts 
schr lange, und zu wiederholten maleii mit letzteren. 
Er discutirte mit freycr Genialitat und tiefem 
Scharf blicke, wichtige Gegenstiinde der alten und 
neueren Geschichte und Literatur, die sein umfas- 
sender Geist unter neuen grossen Gesichtspunkten 
darstellte. Mit sichtbaren Wohlwollen zeichnete 
der erhabeno Monarch dicse Coryphiien der deuts- 
chen Literatur aus, und gab hierdurch den schmei- 
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chelhaften Beweis, dass ihm die Nation, deren 
Protector er ist, werth soy, und er ihr eigeutliches 
National-Band, ihro Literatur und Sprache achte 
und wiirdige. Ehe der Kaiser Napoleon sicR um 
ein Ulir in seine Zimmer zuriickzog, sprach er 
zuletzt nocli mit grosser Leblmftigkeit den gelieimen 
Rath von Gothe*.” The Emperor Alexander staid 
until three o’clock. 

Thus concluded the 6th October, ever memo¬ 
rable in the annals of Weimar, numbering within 
the walls of the Palace two Emperors, one Queen, 
three Kings, and so many Princes. The Emperor 
Napoleon having desired to visit the field of battle 
of Jena, with Alexander, orders were given for the 
necessary arrangements. Deputations from the 
university presented addresses to both the Emperors, 
and the next day the Emperors left for Erfurt. 
On the 12th October, the Emperor Napoleon con- 


• “ The hero of tlie age conversed for a length of time with both, 
!inJ witli the latter more than once, lie discoursed with an easy 
familiarity and keen discernment upon impoi-tant subjects, of ancient 
and modern history, and literature, which his grasping inte^ect 
represented in a new and elevated point of view. The exalted 
moiiiirch distinguished with evident favour these Coryphaei of German 
literature, thus affording the flattering proof, that the nation, whose 
protector he is, is dear to him; and that he esteems and honours 
her peculiar nationality, her literature and language. Before the 
Emperor Napoleon retired to his apartment (at one o’clock), ho 
addressed among the last the Privy Councillor von Gdthe with great 
vivacity.” 
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ferred the Cross of tho Legion of Honour on the 
two great poets Gdthe and WieJand, with very 
flattering letters addressed to them. The two 
Emperors left Erfurt on the 14th of October: 
the Emperor Alexander staid at Weimar till 
the 16 th. 

Up to the 10th of October, the number of 
Kings and Princes continued to augment At that 
time there were two Emperors, one Queen, four 
Kings, forty Dukes and Princes, besides Ministers, 
Generals, and Ambassadors. 

The following list of the performances of the 
French company at Erfurt before the Royal audience 
may be amusing:— 


Sept. 28. 

China . of Corneille. 

29. 

A ndromaque 

Racine. 

30. 

Britannicus 

Racine. 

Oct. 1. 

Zaire 

Voltaire. 

2. 

Mithridate 

Racine. 

3. 

GUdipe 

Voltaire. 

4. 

Iphiginie en Atilide 

Racine. 

5. 

Phedre 

Racine. 

<). 

La Mart do Cesar 

Voltaire. 

7. 

Les Heracles 

Corneille. 

8. 

Rodogime 

Corneille. 

9. 

Mahomet 

Voltaire. 

10. 

lihadamUte et Zinohie 

Crebilliou. 

11. 

Le Old 

Corneille. 

J2. 

Manlius Capitolinus 

Do le Fefre. 

13. 

Bajazet . 

Racine. 
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Jena. 

Dear L-, 

Your impatience to learn some details of 
the Student-life in Jena, has rendered you more 
than usually facetious. Your pretty little letter 
and lecture on indecision, procrastination, &c., 
winding up in the good old aunt and grandmama 
style with “ delays arc dangerous,” found me actually 
here, after having, it is true, been several times on 
the eve of coming, and, therefore, as often pre¬ 
vented. But the “delays,” Uebster L-, were 

not “ dangerous;” on the contrary, most propitious, 
since they enabled me to make the acquaintance of 
three Jena students, who promised to disclose to 
me the mysteries of the BurscheiMen, an<l at whose 
suggestion I procured also introductions to several 
•feiia notabilities from that most amiable of men, 
and most learned of scholars, Frederick Jacobs, and 
no Sultan’s firman was ever more religiously 
respected than his friendly missives, so that I came 
under the best auspices, and have seen and learned 
all to my heart’s content. My trip is quite of the 
“ veni, vidi. vici” order. Before, however, I begin a 
word about Jena and its Burschen, I must write you 
a copy of one of that dear old man’s little cards of 
introduction, with the accompanying note, to give 
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you an idea of the llerzUcJikeit, so distinctive a 
quality of the German savant. 

, Der Besuch oines Freraden, welcher Briofe an mich 
mitbrachto, hiilt mich ab, Ihnen, verehrtester Herr, die 
bciliegenden Garten selbst zu bringen; und personlich 
Abschied von Ihnen zu nchmon. Mdgoh dicse Zeilen 
Ihnen wiederholen, wio erfroulich inir Ihre Bekanntscliaft 
gewesen ist, und wio selir ich wUnscho, eino klcine Stclle 
in Ihren Erinnerungen zu bchalten, so wie Sio in den 
meinigon immer eiiien Platz der Hochnehtung und Licbe 
bcliaupten werdon. 

Mit don bosten Wiinschen fiir den gliicklichon Fort- 
gang Ihror lleiso bin und blcibe ich, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

FiiEu. Jacous. 

Gotha, 1 Miirs, 1840. 


IIeuUxN FiirEnmcu Fuomman 

empficlilt sich durcli Ilcmi Stanford (travelling bachelor of 
the University of Cambridge) der sich inehrero Monatc in 
littcriirischen Absichten bei uns aufgehultcn, und viele 
Frounde erworben hat, einor dcrselben. 

Fried. Jacous. 

You will think I am a long while coming to the 
Student portraiture, but you know I never was 
famous for rushing in medias res; and, no doubt, 
had I been a general at the time, should have imi¬ 
tated those worthy Austrian generals who did every 
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thing in order, and lost the country wliile taking 
the enemy’s outpost according to rule. But I really 
am now going to begin, and in the style of the 
Negroes, “take walk, make book, friends,” shall 
proceed to inform you that the town of Jena is 
prettily situated betw^een two hills, on the edge of 
the Thuringian forest. A more secluded spot 
cannot be imagined; and the tmiiquillity of the 
place, when our fiiends, the BurscheUy “ don’t kick 
up a row,” is such as leaves nothing to be desired 
(by the most studious) on the score of repose. My 
first visit was to my friends the Students. After 
some little difiiculty, I learned that Studiosus X. 
lived in the Krenz(jassel at Schiieidcrineisters Z., and 
there I found him; for the men here do not, as at 
Oxford and Cambridge, reside in college, but answer 
to our “ commorantes in villa,” all living in lodgings. 
No luxurious rooms, however, no green baize and 
sporting doors, no recumbent chairs inviting the 
dreamy dolcefar niente state. 

]\Jy friend’s habitation, whi<rh I found a fair 
specimen of the whole, was a small room, which, us 
in the song of a cobbler who lived in a stall, served as 
dining-room, sleeping-room, study, and all. A stove 
and a pile of wood in one corner, a pipe-stand, with 
some dozen fancy pipes, in another, a bed of marvel¬ 
lously small dimensions, a table, a few chairs, a 
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chest of drawers, composed the indispensalle or neces- 
sariee; book-shelf, with some dozen text books, 
Schiller’s Poems, &c., pair of foils, rapier, guitar, 
an(f a few old prints, wore the ekgmdiee which 
struggled to banish the chilly appearance of white¬ 
washed walls. Such is a Jena student’s he&ping 
room. I say Jena, because that which is true of one 
University does not, by any means, hold with respect 
to another. Although Heidelberg and Gottingen 
may resemble the former in some things, the Jena 
University and Students are as different to the 
Leipsig, for example, as mushrooms to toadstools; 
and no more egregious mistake could have been 
made by those who have visited one German Uni¬ 
versity, than to apply its description to the remain¬ 
ing two and twenty. 

After smoking a pipe, I sallied forth with Studi- 
osus X. to find Studios! P. and Q. in their respective 
Gasseln. On my way, I was struck with the curious 
order in which the numerous clocks strike; one 
half striking exactly a quarter of an hour before the 
others, which is not a bad idea. The first assem¬ 
bling the students, while the second summons the 
learned Professors to the “Auditorium.” After 
inspecting the lions, under the guidance of my 
friends X., P., Q., I left them with the promise to 
return for the evening, and paid my respects to the 
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several Professors, whose only fault, that I could 
discover, was too great hosi)itality. 

The result of tho ovoniiig’s entertainment with 
my Student friends, is that which will amuse you 
the most. From their description I gleaned tho 
following information. During a nearly three 
hundred years’ existence of the Univei’sity of .lena, 
the Student-life has presented as many diff’ereut 
changes as tho most accomplished kaleidoscope; 
each generation tincturing the succeeding ones with 
their tastes and prejudices, so that tlie present race 
are a faint epitome of the blend(5d customs and 
feelings of some ten generations. In their grotesque 
military costumes, love of arms, horses, and tho 
duel, we trace the relics of the chivalric spirit of the 
“moyen age;” in the taste for controversy, and 
bitter hatred of priestcraft, tho influence of Luther 
and his times; and in the wild outbreaks of political 
feeling may bo soon the effects of tluj French revo¬ 
lution. The Jena statutes are as characteristic of 
the times as our own at Cambridge or Oxford, but 
seem to have contemplated far more formidable 
ebullitions of the youthful spirit; for instead of 
cautions not to play marbles and fives, or spin tops, 
&c., before the Senate House, and such like pecca¬ 
dillos, as it would appear the Cantabs were addicted 
to, there are exhortations against carrying arms. 
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laying waste gardens, besieging houses, provoking 
persons to fight, making tumults on the “ Grande 
Place,” or nocturnal vociferations. All this, how¬ 
ever, and much more was done, the authorities being 
too weak to restrain, while the government winked 
at the proceedings, thinking, perhaps, with Julius 
Weber, that youth must get rid of their follies 
somewhere, and that it was done at Jena with the 
greatest possible benefit to themselves, and the 
least possible harm to the government. These days 
of freedom are gone by; and the stringent regula¬ 
tions of the last few years will render Jena as dull 
and inanimate as IlaiTow or Eton. That you may 
form an idea of the unlimited independence of 
former periods, I will cite you the following fact. 
During the celebration of the “Fete Dieu,” or 
Corpus Christi Festival (at Erfurt), which, as every 
one knows, is one of the most imjiortaiit in Catholic 
countries, and which was solemnized in those days 
by public processions of the High Clergy, Priests, 
Nuns, and citizens, with all the pomp and parapher¬ 
nalia of Catholic mummery, the Jena Students have 
been known to ride over, in a body of forty or fifty, 
dressed in coloured dressing gowns with scarlet 
sashes, night caps on their heads, and their feet 
encased in high Hessian boots with long spurs, pipes 
in their mouths, and long heavy whips in their 
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hands, and in this masquerade to ride in full 
gallop througli the procession, upsetting Priests and 
Monks, and the good burghers, in all directions, and 
escaping out of the town by the opposite gateway. 
Before I say anything more of their m (jesta, let 
me describe the man jmt as he was and much as 
he is. 

Bursch, is his generic term, answering to gowns¬ 
man, as Bhilistei' resj)onds to snob. In his chrysalis 
state, like the Freshman, he has many indignities 
thrust 111)011 him; the epithet Maulesel is his, nor 
does he get rid of it until the first year is over—^a 
momentous interval, during which his fortune is great 
if he escape a slice across his nose, or other interest¬ 
ing topographical badge. Besides, on all occasions, 
like a recruit, he stands treat: pipes and beer at all 
the fencing bouts, hire of horses, &c., &c.; he must 
distinguish himself by drinking comme tm trou, as 
the French say, and unless he would submit to the 
epithets of Finken, Nachtopfen, and other ingenious 
sobriquets, he must during this probationary year 
become a member of the Landsmannschajlen, Avhich 
are certain clubs, or societies, leagued together for 
amusement and mutual defence. Each Landsmann- 
schajl has its colour, flag, motto, and special statutes. 
The president or senior is chosen from his beer-con¬ 
suming talents, and skill as a rapier-man. This has 
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nothing to do with the Burschemchqfi, which is a 
secret union of the students of all universities, for 
political purposes, and do not imagine, when I make 
use’of the word Bursch, that it intends a member 
of this club. The second-year man has passed from 
the Matdescl to the Fuchs. He now enjoys unli¬ 
mited credit, and all the tribe of Philisters must 
give pump, or tic. The Haus Philhter for pipes, 
baccie, coffee, &c., and the Kmip Pfdlister for edible 
and potable. Even the pretty Wdscherinn must be 
satisfied with kisses and promises until the Semester 
arrives, when, like the British tar, the Bursch dis¬ 
tributes with lavish hand. Then Bacchus reigns 
supreme, nothing but dancing and drinking, wine 
and the song, noisy banquets, follow one another hi 
rapid succession, until no tin puts an end to the 
orgie and symposium, and pump ’s the word again. 
The third year our Fuchs is Brandfuchs, or the 
p^'oved; now he aspires to higher exploits, and 
strives to render himself worthy of the title of 
Flotter Bursch, or pure-blood student, for no arti¬ 
ficial dignities exist here; no upper and lower 
school, 1st and 5th forms, fagging and scouting, and 
“ Come here, you sir,” as at Eton and Harrow; no 
pensioners and fellow-commoners and hat fellow- 
commonere, as in Alma Mater: all is equality. The 
mode of speaking used among the students is the 
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same as that of brothers aiul near relations, which 
in tln^ German lanp^uage is always the Du. Our 

daily costume is a scarlet or blue bonnet, 

# 

M ir Is (be band of his Landsmamischaft, green or gray 
frock coat, Ifessiau boots with spurs, long pipe, and 
formidable cane, and he generally is followed by a 
canine friend of the bull bribed, answering to Ajax 
or llanuibal; of course, cn grand tenuc, ho has his 
doe-skin breeches, hussar jacket, coloured scarf, 
SM'ord and belt, ainl the SturmfiuU or high military 
hat. At all times the god of the Gegcr (or Gy])), 
he is ..OAV, as a Draudfuchs, the priilo of the Grycr- 
tvcible, o grisette generation, who, however, seem 
to h.a erved the vidlure ai»[)ellation. Oxford 

alone ><caped the 'yv^. 

Woe unto the oftending ])rofessor, or other luck¬ 
less wight, who incurs the displeasure of the Burseh. 
The charivari of horns, drums, gongs, catcalls, 
rattles, ainl some half dozen Avretched cats, tie<l 
together by the tail, Avhich he may count ui)ou at 
two or three in the nioriiing, is no enviable treat; 
’tAvould be nuts to the gamins de Paris, and sucliTis 
even Thiers nor Guizot ever heard; and should he 
show himself, a shoAA'er of blunt arroAVS aAvaits him. 
Should the quarrel be taken up by the authorities, 
a general Avar Avhoop of Burschen hcraus (or town 
and gown) ensues, to which all must respond. The 

R 
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whole town is placed in Verruf or under ban, and 
in a few hours the students sally out, m masse, 
in coach and cart, on horseback, on foot, and in 
every possible way, Philisters, Stiefelputzers, and 
all the camp suttlers following, with bag and bag¬ 
gage, on their way to some neighbouring village; 
nor do they return, until a favourite professor is 
chosen as ambassador to treat for peace. The 
migrations of Gottingen, Halle, and Heidelberg in 
’23, ’27, and ’30, are notorious. 

Sometimes for an affront the students have 
regularly invested a town, and drub’d the offending 
inhabitants; as an instance thereof, the .Jena stu¬ 
dents regularly besieged and reduced the town of 
Blankenburg, because the Burgomaster turned out 
two drunken students at a ball. Although duels 
seldom turn out fatal, and are now of rare occur¬ 
rence, an instance occurred three years ago, in 
which the son of a high officer about the court of 
Weimar lost his life in this way, and the offending 
party was condemned to imprisonment in the Wart- 
bicrg for life; but I believe, through the intercession 
of the parent of the deceased, it has been partially 
remitted, as the meeting was fair and honourable, 
and the deceased was the aggressor. 

I have given you a tolerably long dose about 
the Jena students; I shall only just mention the 
existence of a curious functionary here, styled the 
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Emperor of Zwatzen, whose territories, the Bier’- 
staatm^ are as well mapped, set, and defined, as the 
Grand Duke of Weimar’s, lie likcAvise distributes 
dignities and honours, which are promulgated fti all 
the pomp of majesty in his weekly Moniteur. This 
monarchy is elective, and the sovereign, chosen by 
his loving subjects, from being the greatest beer 
drinker to be found. Over his palace is inscribed 
the following distich:— 

Oott f'urcUtcn niacht sclig ; 

Bier trinken maelit friililig; 

Drum furclito Gott iind triiike Bier, 

So hist tin solig, frdhlig <allliior*. 

Although the Burschenffmt gave rise to much 
disturbance among the students, as, for instance, the 
death of the unfortunate Kotzebue, by Sand, a Jena 
student, yet, on the whole, these are mere harmless 
jokes which they i)ractisc; and of the learned men 
])roduced, w^e can have no doubt, as the names of 
Schlcgel, Fichte, Schiller, Eichstadt, Herder, Wolf 
will guaxantee. 

I conclude my long narration with a few facts 
connected with the statistics of the University. 

Adieu. 


* Fearing God maketli holy. 

Tippling beer makctli jolly; 

So fear God and tipple your pot, 

You’ll be both holy and jolly, I wot. 

R 2 
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The University is supported by revenues, arising 
out of its farms and forests, privileges, &c., and 
by an annual subsidy from the four Saxon duchies; 
Weiitaar one half; Saxe-Coburg Gotha, Saxo Mei- 
uingen, and Mecklenburg, the remainder. There 
are sixty-six professors, and {privaiim doccntes) their 
salaries are not very exorbitant. 

1st Professor, Theology . 459 Thalers, or JE68. 

2nd do. do. . . 371 

1st Professor, Jarisprud. . 355 


2nd do. do. . . 363 

Ist Professor, Medicine . 398 

2nd do. _ do. . . 318 

Mathematics.284 

276 ... 

Orientalist. 328 ... Sec. Sec. 


They enjoy, however, certain privileges and 
exemptions, which render their salary equivalent 
to about £100 to £120 per annum, and this enables 
them to live with comfort and respectability. A 
student spends about £40 per annum, everything 
included. 

The Library contains about seventy thousand 
volumes, including many curious manuscripts, incu- 
nabules, &c. Professor Guttling the philologer is 
the librarian. He has purchased a curious series 
of portraits of the Kriessler family, for ages the 
Angelos of Jena, and has placed them, with a 
waggish humour, opposite to the eminent surgeons* 
portraits in the Library. 
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Dear L-, 

That my short and sketchy notices of Thu¬ 
ringia and her sons should have induced you to think 
of a pedestrian tour through the Wald, amply r5i)ays 
my trifling labours. I have chalked out a tour for 
you, which may be made with ease in a fortnight, or, 
at most, in sixteen days. In compliance Avith your 
wishes, I have annexed a few remarks on the differ¬ 
ent places, and now and then a scrap of poetry, a 
legend or a song connected with them. It is impos¬ 
sible to visit all the most beautiful parts of Thu¬ 
ringia in a direct line; the route must needs bo 
circuitous. I take Gotha for the starting point, 
naming the distance between the several towns and 
villages in hours, according to the German method. 
The hour includes about three miles English, or 
something less. 

Gotha. One of the liveliest little towns of 
Saxon Thuringia. 1 need not say much about it 
here, as I have already made mention of the valuable 
collections of books, manuscripts, coins, antiquities, 
&c., which are to be found in the old Castle of 
Friedenstein. The stranger will find plenty of 
resources against ennui. A theatre admirably 
managed, with good music; a good reading room, 
where foreign papers and periodicals are taken, and 
which is always accessible to the respectable traveller 
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on application to the proprietor Mr. Pertes; plenty 
of clubs and societies, where concerts and balls 
are given weekly; during the autumn, the VogeU 
Schiksm, which we have already described, is cele¬ 
brated with great brilliancy, as well as many other 
f(Stes. Over the ridge of the great and little See- 
berg, to the Drei Gkichen, 3 h. Three old castles, 
the Muhlberg, Wandei'slebm, and the Wachsenlurg^ 
situated in a romantic manner on as many thick- 
wooded hills, from which are delightful prospects. 
On a clear day you may see the Brocken, which is 
between sixty and seventy miles distant. The 
Wachsenburg is still inhabited, and the nuptial 
couch of the Count of Gleichen and his two wives, 
is still shown by the Castellan, as well as the draw- 
well, more than 300 feet deep. On to Ncudietendorf^ 
1^ h. Here is a colony of Moravian brethren. 
The costumes are also curious; the maidens, wives, 
and widows, are to be distinguished by their respec¬ 
tive head-dresses. Hence to Molsdorf, i h., where 
there is a ducal chateau, and pretty garden grounds. 
Through Ichtorshausen to Armtadt, 2 h. You must 
visit the Liebfrauenkirche, the Schonbrunnen, and 
the Jmgfernsprung; the latter is a gigantic rock, 
concerning which there is the tradition, that during 
the Thirty Years’ War a damsel, being pursued by 
a Swedish trooper, leaped down the rock without 
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injury, while her pursuer, with his horse, was dashed 
to atoms. The view from the Hermitage is de¬ 
lightful. From Arnstadt an extremely pretty road 
leads through the valley of the Plaumhe Grund, 
formed by the Gera, passing through the little town 
of Plauen, and, by the ruins of the Ehrenburg, to 
Ilmenau, h. Inn, GoUmr Lowe. This should 
conclude your first day’s walk. Visiting the Mar- 
linroederbei'g, and the Giickelliahn, from which there 
are lovely prospects. On the top of the latter, 
Gdthe passed many a summer evening with the 
Archduke Charles Augustus of \yeiinar. On the 
walls of the little summerhouse, is still to be read a 
pretty poem, written in pencil by the i)oet. 

Second day. From Ilmenau to the village of 
Elgersberg, whose castle has felt the effects of time 
and climate less than any other in Thuringia. Here 
are also some celebrated baths. From here by Gehl- 
berg over the Goldene Briicke and the Teufelskreise 
to the Schieekopf, h., 304D feet above the sea: 
the highest of the Tlmringian mountains. The view, 
though not so extensive as that from the Inselsberg, 
is very fine. The old fortress of Coburg and many 
a distant castle may be seen above the forest glades. 
The botanist will find some rare plants, of the genus 
Cryptogamia, in the Teufelskreise^ or Devil’s Circles, 
one of which is more than five acres in extent. If 
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you wish to hear any of the local legends, ask your 
guide to tell you that of the Weisse Ilirsch am 
Schneekopf, as well as those of the Teufelskreise, or 
DevH’s Circles. Now down to the pretty town of 
SuM, 2j h., where you may get a capital feed at the 
Crown {zur Krone). The town is situated at the 
foot of the Domberg: it was formerly called the 
Armoury of Germany. In the sixteenth century, 
Suhl furnished every kind of weapon and armour, 
for man and horse, to most of Europe: very good 
sciraetars and pistols are still manufactured. Visit 
the fine porphyj’y rock, called the Ottiliemtein. 
The environs are rich in interest to the botanist. 
Taking Zella in your way, end your second day at 
Oberhof, 3^ h., whore there is a capital inn and a 
ducal hunting box. The hunt I have described 
took place two miles from here. 

Third day. From Oberhof to Ohrdruff, 4 h. 
(by the Tricfstein). Many a legend is told of the 
famous Bonifacius by the peasants of the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and there exists a general belief in the 
ei^istence of a spirit on the top of the Schlossbcrg, 
near here, who appears in the form of a young girl, 
having a large bunch of keys at her girdle, and tliat 
at mid-day she descends from the mountain, and 
goes to the fountain of the Hierling, at the bottom 
of the valley, and after bathing, regains the moun- 
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tain’s top and vanishes. The country now resembles 
Switzerland. From here to Louisenthnl and hence 
to Georgcnthal, h. You should stay the night 
here, and spend the remainder of the day iu visiting 
2'ambach, Diethartz, the Falkenstein, the Spitterfall, 
and the Ilalmenloch; all beautiful little excursions 
in these romantic environs. 

Fourth day. From Gcorgenthal to AUenherg, 

1 h., one of the oldest villages in the mountains of 
Thuringia. On a hill in the vicinity, from which 
there is a pretty prospect, Bonifacius is said to have 
erected the first Christian church in Thuringia, in 
724, A.D. In 1811, the Duke Augustus of Gotha 
erected the Candelabra, in commemoration of the 
event. Now to Friedrichroda, h. Ascend the 
Knieh'ceke, if you arc not alarmed at the name; 
visit the Schauenburg, built by the ancestor of the 
Duke of Gotha, Lewis the Bearded: hence to 
Iteinhardsbrmm, .] h., a charming summer residence 
of the Duke of Saxc-Coburg Gotha, formerly a 
Benedictine cloister of great wealth, founded and 
endowed with largo revenues by licwis the Leaper. 
Its history is full of interesting legends and tradi¬ 
tionary tales. I merely sketch out that relating to 
its foundation. 

“The Landgrave feeling certain qualms of 
conscience for past offences, undertook a journey to 
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the court of Romo, and the Pope Urban enjoined, 
as a sign of penance, his retirement from the world, 
and founding a church in honour of the Virgin. 
Lewis, on his return to Thuringia, placed the 
government of the country into the hands of his 
son, and devoted his time to seeking a convenient 
spot to erect the church upon. One day, while 
riding from Schonberg to the Wartburg, he saw a 
potter sitting by a pool of water, into which a 
fountain flowed, and from him and the peasants of 
the neighbouring village of Fricherode he learned, 
that every night .two brilliant flames burnt on the 
surface of the Avater. The Landgrave immediately 
conjectured this a species of warning, or divine 
interposition, pointing out the spot for erecting the 
intended church; and it is on the site of this pool, 
that w'ere built the church and convent of Rcin- 
hartsbrunn, so named after the potter and the 
fountain.” 

It was the burying-place of the ancient Land¬ 
graves of Hesse and Thuringia, seven or eight of 
wl\om, with their wives, are interred here. The old 
abbey was destroyed in tlve last war, and on its site 
the Duke of Gotha has erected a lovely chateau, in 
the Gothic style. For miles around the country is 
park ground, wild and open. The day must be 
devoted to these Elysian fields. Within a quarter 
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of an hour’s walk is the celebrated institution of 
Saaltzraann, of Schnq>fetvlhd. Lentz, the naturalist, 
likewise resides here. 

Fifth day. From Reinhardsbrunn to the Im(!U)&rg, 
h., which, though some feet lower than the 
Schneekopf, has a splendid prospect. On its summit 
was celebrated a brilliant fete, July 31st, 1834, 
when Queen Adelaide came here from Altenstcin, 
and was received by the Duke of Gotha. The way 
was strewed with flowers by the mountaineers, 
salutes of cannon were fired from the hills, and at 
the mountain banquet the health of the Sailor-King 
was drunk. Descend through the Fehenthal (the 
Valley of Rocks): in this romantic valley is some very 
bold rock scenery, the Krentzfeh, the Thierstein, the 
cavern of Backofenloch. Inquire for the Tantzbuche 
and its legend; and now to Tabartz^ I 5 h.; this 
and the adjoining village of Cabartz are extremely 
interesting, from the peculiar customs, dialect, Ac., 
&c., of their inhabitants. The costumes of the 
peasant women here are splendid beyond descrip¬ 
tion: those worn on fete-days and weddings ^.re 
beautifully embroidered in gold and silver, and the 
head-dress is exceedingly tasteful, adorned with 
flowers and streaming ribbons of divers colours; 
they all wear likewise a string of gold ducats round 
the neck, varying in size and weight according to 
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the wealth of the family. The inn is good, and 
after the fatigue of ascending the Inselberg, you 
will do well to pass the night here. 

Sixth day. From Tabartz to Wdtevshamm, 1 h., 
a pretty little town at the foot of the Tenneberg, 
on which are the ruins of a castle; hence by the 
Ilbrselberg, of which I have given you already the 
legend of Frau-Venus, and from whose summit may 
be seen the Meissner hills, near Cassel: on to 
Sacttelstadt, l| h.; here you may lunch, and proceed 
to Eucmch, 2j h. (inn, der JRautenkrantz), built at the 
foot of the Warfburg, whose castle is replete with 
interest from its historical associations. The history 
of the Wartburg is quite a romance, containing the 
most extraordinary legends. It was the rendez¬ 
vous of the Miniiesanger in the thirteenth century, 
and has derived no little celebrity from being the 
asylum of Luther, who made here his translation of 
the Bible. The armoury and the chapel are well 
worth visiting, and the panorama from the summit is 
superb; for a description of the latter see Murrjiy’s 
Hand-Book to Northern Germany. If your time is 
too short to continue the tour, you can return to 
Gotha by the Eilwagen, in three hours, or else 
extend the journey as follows. 

Seventh day. Through Annatkal and Landgraf- 
enihal, two of the most romantic valleys of Thuringia, 
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to Wilhelmsthal, 2 h., where there is a beautiful 
castle, built by Duke John William of Mciningen, 
in 1711: hence to Altemtein, 2.j h., one of the most 
charming spots in the Thuringian mountains.* Its 
castle ill ancient times belonged to the noble family 
of “TTund of Wankbeim,” concerning whom'is told 
the following story. 

“ A poor woman on the Knight’s domains was 
delivered of three children at a birth, which was 
considered by the knight’s lady, a very virtuous but 
rigid person, as a proof of adultery, and she caused 
the poor woman to be put to death. The poor 
creature protested her innocence, and, just before 
her death, pronounced the following curse: ‘May 
you, from your own experience, learn that I am not 
guilty, by being delivered of thirteen children at a 
birth instead of three.’ And, as the tale goes, the 
Countess was brought to bed of thirteen little boys. 
Fearing her husband’s displeasure, she ordered the 
nurse to take tw'elve of them away and drown them. 
On her way to execute the mission, she met the 
Knight, who inquired what she had got there. Siio 
replied, Jiinge Htmde (young piqipics). The Knight 
asked to see them, in order to save some for 
breeding, and discovered his wife’s crime. Enjoin¬ 
ing to the nurse the strictest silence, he had them 
educated by a forester. On the twelfth birthday of 
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the Countess’ son, during the feast of its celebration, 
the Knight inquired, ‘What punishment deserves 
a mother, who orders her child to be drowned like 
a dog?’ ‘Such a woman,* replied the Countess, 
not dreaming that her crime was discovered, 
‘ should be burnt alive.’ ‘ Then,’ said the Knight, 
‘ thou should’st be burnt twelve times,’ at the same 
time having brought in the twelve sons, ‘and 
henceforth shall they be called Uunde.' ” 

You have many places to visit, the Teufdsbrucke, 
or Devil’s Bridge; the SpiUeifaU, the Swiss cottage, 
Bonifacius Rock;» the Blumenim’b, a large basket of 
flowers, chiselled out of the rock, twenty feet in 
circumference; the IIohlensMn, a subterraneous 
cavern, in which is placed an iEolian hajq) of 
colossal size; the Chinese cottage or temple; Luther’s 
Beech, the spot where Luther was attacked and 
made prisoner, by order of the Elector Frederick, on 
his return from Worms, and conveyed to the Wart- 
burg; the cave of Gluckabinmn, and the Gerterstein. 
Hence to Liebenstein, ^ h., where there are fine 
mineral springs, which resemble those of Pyrmont, 
and are considered very efficacious in chronic com¬ 
plaints. There is a capital inn, and some interesting 
environs. Hence to Schmalkaldm, 3 h., where, in 
1631, the Protestant Princes fonned the Schmal- 
caldic Confederation, and where Luther, Melancthon, 
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&c., drew up the Schmalcaldic Articles or Coiitession, 
The dialect is very singular, and not understood by 
the Germans of other districts, without great diffi¬ 
culty. It would bo as well to sleep hero, (inn, the 
Adler,) and many either go on direct to Schlemingen, 
or first visit Meininyai^ which has many objects 
worth seeing; the beautiful park and pleasure 
grounds; a very superb chateau of the Duke (brother 
of our Queen Dowager). All these places you will 
find described in Murray’s Hand-Book. Meiningen 
will take up a day or two; therefore, I shall suppose 
you leave for Coburg, by ITildburgshausen, (where 
the Dorf Zeitung is published,) and Rodacb, which 
arc on the high road, and you can take the Eilwageii, 
arriving at Coburg,—Tenth day. There you must 
stay a couple of days to visit the beautiful castles in 
the vicinity; the Rosenau, the Calknberg, the old 
fortress (the Festung), where Luther resided more 
than a twelvemonth, and drew up the Articles for the 
Confession of Augsburg. There is also a fine ar¬ 
moury, some curious old state coaches, used on the 
marriage of John Casimir, some two hundred years 
ago. The Duke’s New Palace, the Ehrenberg, has 
some nice paintings and cabinets of natural history, 
&c. You will not get away from Coburg, if you 
consult your inclinations, until perhaps the Thirteenth 
day. Over the ridge of the hills to Sonneberg, 3 h., 
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the Toy Manufactory of Europe. Hence through 
tlie beautiful vale of Loquitz to Leuterbeo'g, 7 h. 

Fourteenth day. To Saalfeld, 3 h. In the centre 

1 

of the river here, there stands an old church, no longer 
used, but to which access is had by stairs leading 
from the bridge. On the exterior you may see a 
sculptured group of a crucified Nun, before whose 
cross a man, holding a fiddle, is kneeling, and by 
his side, a slipper. This commemorates the follow¬ 
ing event, at least so says tradition. “ The Nun was 
a beautiful Princess, who lived here in a convent. 
Her charms were so great, that they fired the breast 
of the Saxon King with fierce desire, and he would 
not rest, until ho had gained her for his wife. But 
she, faithful to her vow, constantly refused. As the 
King’s suit assumed at length a violent turn, she 
prayed to God to render her as ugly as she then was 
beautiful, and thus deliver her from the King’s per¬ 
secution. Her prayer was heard, and from that 
moment a long and filthy beard grew over her face. 
When the King saw her, he was so enraged, that he 
ordered her to be crucified as a witch. She did not 
hoVever die immediately, but lingered in the 
greatest torture for several days. A poor musician, 
compassionating her sufferings, came to the foot of 
the fatal tree, and lulled the pains away by playing 
on the fiddle, and when tired of standing, playe<l 
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upon liis knees. The sainted lady, out of gratitude, 
let fall one of her slippers, which were cmbroided 
with gold and precious stones.” 

In the town is a Ducal Cluiteau, with'fine 
garden grounds, and in the tmvirons are the 
beautiful mins of the Sorbenhtmf, supposed to date 
amongst the baronial castles of the eighth century. 
From here, through the valley of the Scimmrtza, 
the most romantic of Thuringia. The Casth^ of 
Blankenburg is worth seeing also. All the way from 
Saalfcld to Rudolxladt, 5 h., is re])lete with interest. 
The SchiUersberf), near Volk.stodt, name<l in honour 
of the author, who resided here a year. The 
monument of Prince Frederick of Prussia, who fell 
at the battle of Saalfeld, 1806, must not be omitted. 
On a hill is situated the Ducal Chateau. You must 
take up your quarters at the Ritter, as PaulinzeUn 
must be visited from here. It is one of the finest 
ruins in Germany, and derives its name from the 
foundress, a daughter of one of the Knights of the 
Court of Henry IV. She was canonized in the 
twelfth century, as “ Paulina Reclusa.” The histocy 
of the Cloister Paulinzella, Rudolstadt, 1815, is like 
a romance. Tin* Castle of Schwartzburej has also 
a fine collection of arms, and is very romantically 
situated. 

Su’tecuth day. From Rudolstadt to Orlamiituln, 

s 
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3 li. There is a pretty little traditional story told 
here of a Grafin Orlamiinde. “The Count, her 
husband, died in 1340, and left her, a young and 
lovely widow with two children, a son and a daugh¬ 
ter, two and three years old respectively. The 
Countess was desirous of marrying again, and 
received proposals from the Burgrave of Nuremberg, 
who enjoyed the sobrujnet of AUbrecht der Schdne, or 
Albert the Beautiful, and who stated that he would 
gladly be united to the lovely Countess, did not four 
eyes oppose the match. The Countess, reflecting 
on his message,* referred this speech to her two 
children, and, blinded by love and ambition, at 
length resolved to have them made away with. 
She confided the horrid task to an old retainer, 
named ITayder, whose scruples had been silenced by 
promises of a large reward, and who at length con¬ 
sented to murder the little children. Popular 
tradition says, that, at his death-bed, Ilayder con¬ 
fessed that the two infants caressed their assassin, 
and supplicated their lives most touchingly. The 
little boy said, ‘ Dear Hayder, don’t kill me, and I 
will give you Orlamiinda; you will not be sorry, 
dear Ilayder.’ The little girl said, ‘ And I will give 
you, dear Ilayder, all iny dolls.’ But the merciless 
wretch sacrificed them to his avarice. The relics of 
the two poor little ones are shown in a box, in the 
Convent Chapel of Himmelsk rone.” 



LETTERS FROM THURINGIA. 


259 


From here to Kahla, I4 I 1 . Near Kalila is an 
enormous stone not to be moved by tlie efforts of 
three hundred horses. “ Tn ancient times it was 
the devil’s amusement to wear this stone by of 
a hat. Once, while bra^^in*,^ of tlie feat, Jesus 
Christ appeared, took uj» the stone, and carried it 
on his little finger, which so abashed tlie boaster 
that he vanished, and has since been no more lu'ard 
of in the neighbourhood; but the imjiression of the 
devil’s head and of Christ’s finger are (as the tradi¬ 
tion has it) ])lainly to bo seen.” 

After having visited the Leuchtaihurg yon may 
pass on to Jena, 3 h. The whole way from Rudol- 
hadt to Jena, through the valley of the Saale, is 
lovely. The environs of Jena, so celebrated for its 
University, arc highly interesting for more than one 
reason. The battle field must not be omitted; nor 
will you find two or three days spent in visiting the 
old ruins in the neighbourhood, or the territories of 
the Zwiitzen Ejnperor (whose liege subjects are the 
beer-loving students), by any means tedious. From 
Jefmyon must go to Weimar, 4 h., and quarter.in 
the Erb Pi 'inz. There is no limiting a man to time 
in either of those last places, as you will readily 
admit if you remember my letter, in which their 
charms and fascinations arc but half detailed. 

Stay therefore as long as you can, and then, if 
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you have time, go on to Erfurt, 4^ 1l, formerly the 
capital of Thuringia. The fortifications are curious, 
and the specimens of Prussian military numerous. 
The leniains of the old University churches are not 
devoid of interest; and those who are fond of 
insjiceting rooms and houses once occupied by great 
men, may gratify themselves to perfection. In 
addition to Luther’s cell, in the Augustin Convent, 
where ho spent several years of his life, no less than 
forty Emperors, Kings and Princes, Ministers and 
(lenerals, have been lodged liere during the 
Congress. 

The legend attached to the origin of the church 
on the Beersberg is a fair illustration of the German 
love of the marvellous. 

“A Frankish King had twelve young men in 
his service, who went by the titles of German 
Students, and all twelve bore the name of John. 
They travelled about on the marvellous wheel, and in 
twenty-four hours knew all that had passed in the 
whole world; they then came back to inform the 
KUig. But the devil every year made one tumble 
off the wheel, and took him for his i)ains, this being 
the tribute by compact. The last fell off on the 
Beersberg, near IMurt, and the King, when he 
learned this, founded a chapel in the name of 
CCorpus Christi.” 
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Tl)e best works on Thuringia, in the fn-m of 
guides, statistical and historical works, are: Vol- 
ker’s Thuringer WaMgehirge; Hoff und Jacob s 
Tft’dringer Wald; Dr. JIertzog’s Tasidienhuch) and 
Bechstein’s Wanderungcu durc/i Thiinnqen, which 
is beautifully illustrated. 


SrhnepfeuthaL 

Dt'ar L-, 

Our corr(‘spoiulenc(5 seems to partake of the 
interminable iiatuw; of the Arabilin Nights’ Tales, 
wanting, lien entcnda, all other favourable grounds 
of c()m])arison. Having, however, given you some 
idea of m<md Thuringia, T wished to make you 
acquainted with its physical aspect; and with the 
aid of Professor Lent/, the naturalist, and some 
worthy Berg JMcisters, whose knowledge is, at all 
events, far from superficial, 1 have collected a heap 
of learned pajiers, and now, alas! find myself much 
in the same position as the half-instructed Ali Baba, 
with his OpenSesamc,\\\ the Forty Thieves,—I know 
nf)t how to dispose of my treasures,—T want a fairy 
wand to marshal all my learned elements into order, 
'fhe Flora Thuringica 1 can offer, however, with 
pleasure as a useful guide for your botanical re¬ 
searches ; but when 1 would attack the geology, the 
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old proverb, Ne sutw ultra crepidam, stares me in the 
face, and warns me to shun the mysteries of the 
antediluvian world. The tour I have marked out 
for you is also that most favourable for the botanist. 
You will find many very rare plants growing wild 
here, which serve to adorn the gardens of Europe, 
such as:— 


Aconitum napellus . 
Adonis autumnalis . 
Adonis vernalis 
Anemona hcpatica . 
Antliericmn liliago . 
Aquilegia vulgaris . 
Aster amellns 
Campanula pcrsicifolia 
Contaurea niontana . 
Chrysoconia linosyris 
Convallaria majalis . 
Coronilla inontana . 
Cypripcdium calceolus 
Daphne mezereum . 
Drantheus csesius 
Drantheus superbus . 
Digitalis grandiflora . 
Digitalis purpurea 
Galanthus nivalis 
Iris puraila 
Iris silirica 
Leuconium vornuni . 
Lilium bulbiferum . 
Lilium martagon 
Lychnis viscaria 


. Insolberg 

. . Liebenstein. 

. . Sceberg. 

. Horselberg. 

. Waltersliausen. 

. Sclinepfenthal. 

. Hiirselberg. 

. Schnopfentbal. 

. . Ditto. 

. . Seeberg. 

. Schnepfenthal. 

. . Uurgberg. 

. Horselberg. 

. . Schnej)fenthal. 

. . Talkcnstein. 

. . Schnepfenthal. 

. . AV artburg. 

. . Schnepfenthal. 

. . Horselberg. 

. . Ruhl. 

Ditto. 

. . Ziegenberg. 

Uurgberg. 

Ditto. 

. Insclberg. 
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Muscari (liyac.) botryoidcs 
Narcissus psoudonarcissus 
Nyiti])hrca alba 
Oenothera tricnnis 
Ophrys inyodes 
Rosa gallica pumila . 
Trollius Europa)u.s 
Vinca minor 
V'iola odorata . 


St'cberg. 

W altersliauson. 
Ditto. 

Liebonstein. 

Schnepfcntliid. 

-Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


And of the Mushroom tribe some species which are 
yet unkiiowm. The Boletus artemidoi'us grows to an 
enonnous size, large eiiougli to form a meal for two 
liuTigry men. Professor Lentz lias ])ublislied a work, 
entitled Die nutzlkhen imd scJmdlichen Schwiimme^ 
where they are all beautifully drawui and described. 
The Natural History of Thuringia has been written 
by the celebrated Bechstein, and Professor Lentz 
has likewise published several works on the same 
subject, all of which can be purchased in Gotha. 
Lest 1 should be too indolent to aiTange for you 
my Geological papers, T shall conclude this letter 
with some references to works on the Geology of 
the country. 

Heine, Geologische Beschreibimg des Tliuringei' 
WaMgcbbgcs .— Hoff und Jacob’s ThMnger Wald. 

_For the Petrifactions and Fossil Remains, see: 

Cuvier’s splendid work, RechereJm siir les Os.mnem 
Fossiles, 4to., vol. i., p. 118, where those of Thuringia 
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are accurately described.— Von Zach, M&natliche 
Cort'cspondmz. No. for .lanuary, 1800, p. 29.— 
Voigt and Lichtenberg’s Magasiu pour Nomcauth 
de PHist. Nat. et de la Phys.—Transactions of the 
Geological Society, Second Series, vol. iii. — A 
Paper by Professor Sedgwick on the geological 
relations and internal structure of tlie Magnesian 
Limestone, in which much information concerning 
the Geology of 'I’huringia is to be found.— S(;etlo- 
tiieim’s works contain also valuable articles on tlie 
Mineralogy of the countjy. 

Once more. 

Adieu, 


THE KND. 


London: Harrison and Co., Printkrs, St. Martin’s Lank. 



West Strand, April, 1842, 








